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CHAPTER IL 


What paffed in the Minas of fome of the 
Perfans in this Hi ory during the Niglt- 


lime. 


reaLH E have already faid enough of 
‘< 

Ww gz our hero’s prefent difpofition of . 
\e Aas xf mind, not to create a furprize, 
when we add, that he paffed the reft of 
the night in an uninterrupted contem- 
-plation of the ideal excellence, which 
his imagination with its ufual art, had 
fet in the place of the beautiful Danae, 


Vol, II. without 
" ®B 
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without his obferving the illufion, > This 
contemplation brought his mind into 
fuch acalm and agreeable ftate of extafy, 
that he feemed as if all his wifhes were 
fatisfled, He felt not-any of that anxiety, 
of thofe ‘defires, of that inward fermen- 
tation, that alternate change from cold 
to heat, which are the ordinary figns of 
that paffion, one might fuppofe him with 
“fome appearance of probability, to be 
affected with. | 
WitH regard to the lady ae had the . 
honour of exciting thefe elevated. tran{- 
ports in him, fhe herfelf paffed the rett 
of the night in reflections equally agree-’ 
able, hough not quite fo fublime. She 
was pleated with Agathon, and was fatisfied 
with the impreffion fhe had made upon 
him. The obfervations he had given her 
reafon to make during. the courfe. of this 
evening, induced her to think, that fhe 
might reafonably expeét, by proper gra- 
dations to make a fecond, though pro- 
bably ; a more conftant Alibiades of him. 
_ Nothing . 


AGATHON. :. 
Nothing was more pleafing to her on this 
occafion, than the fettling of the plan 
fhe had laid, as the readieft way to make 
herfelf miftrefs of his heart. The idea, 
indeed, of putting herfelf in the place of 
the dancing girl, had firft occurred to 
her at the inftant fhe executed it; but fhe 
would not have done this, if fhe had not 
with a kind of certainty, forefeen the 
good effect of it. Had fhe, when firft fhe 
appeared before him, exhibitcd in her at- 
titude, or in her drefs, any thing that 
could have {candalized him; it would 
have been very difficult for her to remove 
the unfavourable impreffion of the firft 
glance. It was neceflary Agathon fhould be 
fo difpofed, as to deceive himfelf, with- 
out being aware of it. If fenfual gllure- 
ments were to captivate him, this was 
only to be accomplifhed through the me- 
dium of his imagination ; and in fuch a 
manner, that the beautics of the foul and 
of the body fhould be fo blended toge- 
ther in his fight, that the lattcr fhould 

. Bz. appear 
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appear to him nothing more than the 
reflection of the former. Danae knew 
very well that no paffions were excited 
by intellectual beauty. She knew, if 
virtue herfelf, as Plato fays, fhould in- 
{pire inexpreffible love under a vifible 
form, that the effe¢t would more proper- 
ly be attributed to the dazzling whiteneis, 
and inviting contour of a beautiful bo- 


fom, than to the innocence which fo 


con{picuoufly fhines forth in her. But 
Agathon was yet ignorant of thefe things; 


it was therefore neceflary. he fhould be 


deceived; and in the way Danae carried 
on the deception, it was moft probable 
fhe would fucceed. 

_ Tue fage Hippias had too much reafon 
to obferve Agathon on this occafion, to 
fuffer any thing to efcape him, which was 
likely to iniure the fuccefs of his fcheme. 
But he flattered himfelf too much, if he 
expected, that the rapturous fituation 


Callias appeared to be in, would induce. 
the youth to make him a confidant of his. 


feelings. 


a as Aas as 
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feelings. The prejudice he had enter- 
tained againft the faze, made him filent ; 
though he would willingly have given 
vent to his enthufiafm. Danae was in 
his eyes fo admirable an object; his 
fenfations with regard to her, were fo 
pure, and fo far above the fenfual turn 
of mind of Hippias, that he would have 
thought his own feelings, as well as the 
object of them profaned by an improper 
confidence in that libertine. 


BSOSCESOH SE SOCSOCCES 


Goesods secesoesecoecess® 


CHA P. I. 
A little Metaphyfical Digreffon. 


HERE are fo many different 

kinds of love, that it is not impof- 

fible, as | have been affured by a con- 
noiffeur, to love three or four perfons at 
the fame time, and that neither of them 
fhall have reafon to complain of infide- 
lity. At the age of feventeen, Agathon had’ 
experienced for the prieftefs of Delphos, 
D 3 fomething 
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fomething fimilar to that, which, ae- 
cording to Fielding’s expreffion, a well 
roafted piece of beef gives to a man who 
has a good appetite. This inclination, 
before he himfelf knew what might be 
the confequence of it, was forced to 
give way to the tendernefs with which 
Pfyche had infpired him. The affection 
he had for this charming creature, was a 
fympathetic love, a harmony of the heart, 
a fecret union, which cannot be defcribed: 
to thofe who have not experienced the 
fame. It was a love, in which the heart 
and the foul had a greater fhare than the 
fenfes. This is, perhaps, the only kind 
of union, which if it could poffibly be- 
come general, would be able to give us: 
mortals, fome ideas of the connection 
dnd ‘happinefs of heavenly fpirits. We 
foréfee that moft of our readers will think 
this paffage ridiculous, and will doubt 
whether we underftand any thing of it 
curfelves: but this is a point on which 
we are perfectly -indidcreat, When 
| | : SACK, 


re 
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Sancho, a8 it fometimes happened to him, - 
had faid a number of fine things, whicl- 
neither. his mafter nor any,one elfe, nor. 
even himfelf could comprehend,: he ufed 
to comfort himfelf with faying, God un-- 
derftands me. So the writer of Agathon’s 
hiftory can very well bear, that this, and.’ 
other fimilar parts of his work fhould be 
looked upon as nonfenfe by all his other 
t¢aders, provided:he is only aflured, that 


* *% underftands him. dgathon, how-: © 


ever, could fpeak: by experience of thefe’, 
two kinds of love, of ‘which one is the 
direct oppofite ta the other. Bur that af- 
fe€tion, in which both thefe are blended 
with each. other, that love in which the 
fenfes,; the mind:and the heart are equal: 
ly tranfported; the moft violent, the moft. 
alluring, and the moft dangerous of .all 
_ our. paffions, was, with. all its fymptoms 
and effects yet unknown to our hero. ; 
We.need not be furprized, therefore, . 
that it had already fubdued his whole 
frame, before he.had even thought of res. 
Bs . fifting 
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fitting it... It is true,. indeed, that what 
paffed:in his:mind, when he :had.-been 
two-or three days either without: feeing, 
or without hearing: any thing of the beau- 
tiful Danae, would have made a more 
accurate obferver fufpect the ftate of ‘his 
heart: but, he was far from having the 
leaft miftruft of the purity of his fenti- 
ments. What is more natural, when we 
have once beheld the mott perfect and 


moft amiable of all creatures, than the 
defire'of feeing her continually ? This is - 
the conclufion which paffion draws. Now 
let.us.inquire what fays reafon upon this - 


point ?'Reafon has nothing to fay to it. 
We muft not, however,. whether it ferves 


to'excufe our: hero, or not, omit men-— 
tioning the circumftance, that. he knew . 
nothing of the charming Danae, but juft . 


what he jhad feen. He was entirely un- 
-acquainted with the character fhe had in 


the world; indeed he had no-reafon, and. 
to fay the truth, no defire to get any in- , 


farmation on this fubiect. 


- 


i CHAP. 


AGATHON. 9 
CHAP. III. 


In which the Defigns of Hippias make a son- 
fiderable Progrefs. 


/ 


IGHT days were now nearly 
EH, elapfed, which to the great fa~ 
tisfaction of the malicious Sophift, feem- 
ed fo many centuries to the filent and 
melancholy <Agathon, when the former. 
¢ame to him one morning, and told him, 
with an air of indifference; ‘* Danae is 
“¢ in want of a perfon to overlook her 
“© gardens and eftates, what doft thou 
“ fay to the intention | have of fettling 
“ thee in this office? I think the em- 
‘ ployment would fuit thee very well: 
‘* Would it not be agreeable to thee to 
“ go into her fervice >” If we could find 
a word capable of exprefling at the 
{ame time aftonifhment and exceffive joy, 
diftruft and hope, together with the al- 
ternate tranfition of the countenance from 
palenefs to the crimfon glow, it might 

Bs give 
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‘give us an idea of Agathon’s confufion at 


this propofal. It was too great to allow 
him to give an immediate anfwer. But 


-as he partly difcovered inthe look of Hip- 


pias, the malice which the Sophift endea- 
voured to conceal, he foon recovered him- 


felf. Hethen replied, with as much fteay_ 


dinefs as poffible; “¢ If thou doft chufe to 
‘¢ get rid of me in this way, I have but one 
© objection.” —What is that ?”—“ That! 
<< know very little of the management of 
“« that bufinefs.”—** That is of no confe- 
<¢ quence, anfwered the Sophift, thou wilt 


_ have people under thee who underftand 


“ it better, and that is fufficient. As to 
“any thing elfe, I believe thou’ wilt 
“ be fatisfied-with being in her houfe. 
« Thou art fond ‘of a country life, and 
<< wilt have opportunities of tafting all 
“ the fweets of it. If thou doft confent, 
d I will go immediately, and fettle the 
<< matter.”’—Thou haft acquired the right 
of difpofing of me as thou wilt, repli- 


ed — —< To - the truth con- 


se tinued 


 € 
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+. © tinued Hippias, notwithftanding we 
<¢ differ a little in our opinions, I fhall 
€« part with thee with regret: But Danae 
feems to defire it, and I have obliga- 
“ tions to her. She has conceived, I 
*¢ don’t know how, a high opinion of. 
“¢ thy abilities. The opportunity I fhall 
have of feeing. thee every day in her 
“‘ houfe, makes me the more ready to 
‘© give thee up to a friend, by whom I 
““ am certain thou wilt be regarded as 
thou doft. deferve.”—Avathon perfifted 
in the indifference he had fet out with, 
and Hippias, who had trouble enough to 
reftrain the raillery, which perpetually 
hung upon his lips, left him, without 
taking notice that he knew hew to ac- 
count for this indifference. The beha- 
viour of Agathon-on this occafion would 
probably make him fufpe@, that he him- 
felf was fenfible of fome fault within him, 
elfe there could have been no reafon for 

endeavouring to conceal his fenfations. 
- But we mutt recolleét the prejudices he 
B6 had 
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had entertained againft the Sophift, to 
underftand, that he kept up entirely to his 
charaéter, in attempting to hide fenfa- 
tions which would have been quite incon- 
ceivable, or perfectly ridiculots to fuch 
-an incorrigible anti-platonift. The joy, to 
which he gave himfelf up, when he was 
alone,’ leaves us no-room to fufpect that 
his heart at that time entertained the leaft 


diftruft. It was a joy beyond expreffion. 


. Lovers of a certain caft can form 
to themfelves fuch a reprefentation of 
this circumftance as. would deferve the 
moft accurate defcription; and to other 
lovers, fuch a defcription would be of no 
more fervice than a fea chart to a-man 
who travels: by land. To fee the incom- 
parable Danae again, not only to fee her, 
but to be in the fame houfe with her, to 
‘live in -her fight, to enjoy her conver- 
fation, perhaps to become worthy of her 
friendfhip—-here his tranfported imagi- 
nation was at a ftand. The defires of an 


ordinary lover would have gone much. 


farther 
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farther, but <Agathon was no ordinary 
lover. [lowe the beautiful Danae, faid 
f1yacinthus, when he panted for the pof- 
feMfion of her:: that is the very reafon why 
thou loveft her not, the Diotima of So- 
crates, would have told him. Any man, 
who at the time that he imprints the firft 
kifs on the hand of his miftrefs, carries 
his thoughts forwards to the expectation 
of greater felicity, muft not prefumg to 
fay, that he loves. 


20080002088 00006 2008 00098 00CORD 


C H AP. IV, 


In which the Scene changes. 


ESIDES the houfe Danae lived 
in at Smyrna, the munificence of 
_ Gyrus, had beflowed on her with an e- 
{tate, in a moft agreeable {pot without 
the city, where ‘fhe ufed fometimes to 
pafs a few days dedicated to feftivity. 
This was the place to which Agathon went, 

to 
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to take poffeffion of his new employment, . 
and to make. all: neceflary preparations 
for: his miftrefs, who. had refolved to. 
fpend the reft of the fummoer in the coun- 
try. We decline giving, the defcription 
of this feat, that the reader may have the 
- fatisfaction of reprefenting it to himéfelf, 
as well laid out, as. magnificent, and as 
agreeable as he pleafes. All we fhall fay 
of it, is, that any one whofe imagt- 
nation wants to be helped out, muft read 
the 16th Canto of Yaffo’s Ferufalem de- 
livered, in order to form an adequate idea 
of the place, this Grecian Armida had 
chofen, as the theatre of action, on which 
fhe hoped to triumph over our hero. 
She did not think proper, or could not 
prevail upon herfelf to make him wait 
long for her coming’; and fhe was no 
fooner arrived, but fhe fent for him, and 
agreeably furprized him with the follow- 
ing fpeech. “‘ The acquiintance we have 
© lately made with each other, would be 
‘¢ fufficient, even without the account 

which 
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“* which Hippias had given of thee, to 
“convince me, that thy birth entitles 
‘* thee to a better fituation, than that to 
“‘ which fome accidental misfortune has 
‘< reduced thee. The inclination I have 
“© to do juftice to merit, made me defi- 
‘* rous of fetting thee free from thy de- 
“‘ pendance on Hippias, whofe turn of 
_ © thinking is fo different from thine, that 
“it muft at length have become trou- 
<< blefome to thee. He had the complai- 
‘* fance, to offer thee to me as a proper 
** perfon, to take the charge of my houfe. 
‘* I accepted his offer, that I might have 
“the fatisfaction of making fuch ufe of 
** it, as is due to thy merit and my own 
- fentiments. Thou art henceforth fice 
© Callias, and perfectly at liberty to do 
*¢ what thou wilt. If the friendfhip I 
“‘ offer, can perfuade thee to ftay with 
“© me; the name of an office, from the 
“¢ duties of which thou art entirely ex- 
‘“empt, will at leaft ferve, to give the 
‘¢ world an oftenfible reafon for thy being 

, in 
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“in my houfe. If thou art otherwife 
‘inclined, the pleafure I fhall take in 
‘¢ promoting any plan thou mayft think 
“of purfuing. hereafter, will convince 


. “thee of the fincerity of the motives, 


“ which have induced me to treat thee 
‘Sin this manner.” The noble and un- 


affected grace with which thefe words. 


were delivered, completed the effect, 
which fo generous a declaration mutt 
have wrought on the fentimental Agathon. 
What a way of thinking! What a 
foul! Could he do lefs than throw him- 
felf at her’ feet, and in expreffions, elo- 


quent merely from their being confufed, — 


give vent to the aftonifhment and grati- 


tude, the excefs of which almoft burft 
his heart. “ No thanks, Callias, faid 
“the generous Danae interrupting him ; 


‘* what-I have done, 1s no more than 


‘* what I fhould think myfelf obliged to’ 


“do, for any other perfon of equat 
‘© merit with thyfelf.’ ‘ I cannot find 
“‘ words to exprefs what I feel, moi 

‘* adorable 
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‘© adorable Danae, exclaimed’ the tranf- 


“ ported Apathon; I accept of the free- 
‘© dom thou giveft me, that I may en- 
“¢ joy the happinefs of being thy volun- 
“tary flave; an honour, for which I 
“© would difdain the crown of the Perfian 
“© Monarch. Yes, thou. moft beautiful 
*‘ fair one, from tthe firft time I beheld 
“* thee, I have known no greater felicity 
“‘ than that of being in thy fight. If all 
“© ] can do in thy fervice, fhould prove 
‘¢ fufficient to perfuade thee of the inex- 
“‘ preffible fenfe I have of thy worth; 


“Sif it fhould make me deferve to be re-. 


‘¢ warded with one look. of complacency 
‘“‘ fram thee, O Danae! whofe happinefs 
“ will be equal to mine?” * Let us 
‘put anend, faid the: modeft nymph, 
“to a difcourfe, which the immoderate 
“‘ gratitude of thy heart, has raifed to an 
“ enthufiaftic pitch. I have explained to 


* thee, upon what footing thou art to be. 


‘fin my. houfe.’: I confider thee. as a 
*€ friend, whofe prefence gives me fatil- 
faction, 


a 
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<“* faction, whofe worth I highly efteem, 
‘‘ and whofe fervices. may be the more 
“* ufeful to me,.as they are voluntary, 
 4¢ and the efieCt’ of difinterefted friend-’ 
“* fhip.”——With thefe words the left the’ 
grateful Agathon, in whofe declaration’ 
fome people may perhaps have found toe’ 
rhuch extravagance and bombaft, or at’ 
leaft too much fire and rapture. But they’ 
will be .pleafed’ to remember that Aga-’ 
thon was not quite in fo calm a. ftate of' 
mind, as they: may be; neither was he’ 
acquainted with all-thofe cireumftances of 
the lady’s conduét, which our indifcre-: 
tion has betrayed. to them. We indeed’ 
know pretty well what to think of her ;’ 
but in hiseyes the was 4: goddefs ; and’ 
when proftrate-at het feet,. efpecially’ 
with the obligations he had to-her, it ig: 
not natural to fuppofe, that he could have 
confidered her with the fame ftoical in-° 
difference as we do, ° : 

Agathon now lived in the fervice oR the 
beautiful Danae, and difplayed every day 
fome 
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-fome new merit, which proved him wor- 
thy of that happinefs; and which the 
little regard he had for Hippias, had pre- 
vented him from fhewing in his houfe! 
Befides, the peculiar recreations of a coun- 
try life; the more refined pleafures, in 
which the Mufes and the underftanding 
have the preateft fhare, were the chief 
paftimes of this delightful retreat. Aas 
thon had therefore opportunities enough 
of exhibiting his talents in this way ; his 
magic fancy was fo ready at inventions, 
fhat he kad “ho other trouble than to fe- 
leét thofé which Ke thought moft proper, 
fo entertain his miftfefs, and the fmall 
company of chofen- friends, who reforted 
to her houfe. So great already was the 
change in @ man who a few weeks before 
fooked upon it as a'difgraceful ¢émplov- 
ment to inchant Ionian ears in the inno- 
cent character of a reader. 

We can indeed no longet conceal, 
that this inexpreffible fenfation, (as he 
ftiled the influence which Dazae had over 

| : him) 
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him) ‘this I -know not what, which we, 
however difinclined he may have been to 
own it, fhall call the moft paffionate love, 
had made fuch rapid progrefs in the 
courfe of a few days, that any other per- 
fon in his fituation muft have been ac- 
quainted with the real ftate of his heart. 
We know very well, that the minute detail 
of our narrative in this part of his hiftory, 
will appear tedious to the grave part of 
our readers, if we fhould have any fuch. 
But with all the fubmiffion we owe them, 
we cannot help confidering, that thefe 
adventures, if they fhould come but out 
of a grocer’s fhop, may perhaps hereafter 
fall into the hands of fome young Aga- 
thon whofe mind is not yet completely 
fettled. To fuch a one, a minute de- 
{cription of the changes the divine Danae 
gradually wrought in the heart and the 
way of thinkipg of our hero, may pof- 
fibly be ufeful in fupplying him with 
cautions and obfervations, which may 
occafionally be of fervice to him. We 
| imagine 
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imagine therefore, that if in favour of 
this future Agathon we give ourfelves the 
trouble to trace our heroe’s paffion from 
its firft rife, through the whole of its 
myfterious progrefs, we fhall the more 
readily be excufed, as the reft of our rea- 
-ders, who may know not what to make of 
fuch anecdotes, are at liberty to pafs over 
the next chapter. 
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CHAP. V. 
The natural Progrefs of platonic Love. 


HE origin of love, as Zersaffer 
fays, or as he may have faid, is 


the fight of an object which charms our. 


imagination. The defiré of beholding. 
that object perpetually, is the firft degree 
of it. The snore inchanting this afpect 
is, and the more this image of perfec- 
tion prefents fomething new, or furpriz- 
ing to the foul that is fixed on it, fo 

| much 
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much the ‘langer will love continue 
within the limits of this firft degree. 
‘What we experience at this time, is very 
nearly analogous to that extraordinary 
fenfation, which .we .call extafy; all 
-other fenfes, all the activé powers of the 
foul appear to be fufpended, and abforb- 
ed in one look, the confequences of 
which are unperceived. This fituation 
is too violent to laft long. It gives place 
fooner or later to a fenfation of inex- 
preffible content, which is the natural 
confequence of every object ‘creating ex- 
tafy.. Some adepts have aflured me that 
nothing can give a better idea of this 
kind of content and pleafure, than the 
difference there is between the impure 
and dufky light of a torch, and the clear- 
nefs of that incorporeal light, in which, 
according to the opinion of the oriental 
fages, fpirits live as in their proper ele- 
‘ment. This internal fatisfaétion foon 
fhews itfelf outwardly, by the changes 
it produces-in the mechanical part of our 

being. 
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-being. It. rifes with elafticity in our 
veins, it fparkles in our eyes, it {preads a 
-{miling ferenity over-all-our countenance, 
it gives a vivacity and grace to all our 
motions: it unites and elevates all the 
powers of-our fouls, animates the fpright- 
linefs of the fancy and the underftanding, 
-(if I may ‘be allowed the expreffion) and 
clothes: all our ideas with the glow and 
colouring of love. A lover is then more 
than an ordinary man; he is full, as Pla- 
to fays, of a divinity which fpeaks and 
acts within him; and there is no accom- 
plifhment, no virtue, no heroifm, which 
he is not capable of attaining, while in 
this ftate of infpiration, and in the fight 
of his beloved. This enthufiafm ftill con- 
tinues, even when he is feparated from 
the object ; for her image which appears 
to fill-up his whole foul, is fo lively, that 
-it is fome time before he perceives the 
-abfence of the original. But no fooner 
-does the foul become fenfible of this ab- 
fence, than every idea of pleafure, with 

all 
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_ all its inchanting train, inftantly difap- 
. pears. We experience ftill in a greater 
_ proportion, the reverfe of all thofe. effects 


of infpiration we have been defcribing. 
The fame perfon who a little while before 


_appeared more than man, now feems to 


be. nothing but the fhadow of .himéfelf, 
without life, without fpirit, fit for no- 
thing but to wander about like a ghoft, 
in folitary defarts, to engrave the name - 


of his Goddefs on every rock, and figh 


forth his pains to the unfeeling trees. 
This indeed would be a deplorable fitua-. 
tion, if one fingle look of the object, 
from whom all this extraordinary in- 
chantment fprings, were not fufficient, to 
reftore this fhadow to itfelf again, to re- 


vive the foul, and to fill it again with that 


enthufiafm, which by gradations imper- 
ceptible to itfelf, brings it from a ftate of 
defpair to one of infinite delight. If Aga- - 


‘thon was not entirely affected with all 


thefe fenfations in fo high a degree, as 
others of his difpofition would have been, 
| this 
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this can only be attributed to the influ- 
ence, which the lovely P/yche ftill had 
over every thing that paffed in his heart. 
But we muft confefs that this influence 
began to grow much weaker ; the live- 
ly colours, in which her image was 
painted om his mind, were now become 


-much more faint; and inftead of his - 


_heart being conftantly employed in the 


remembrance of her alone, it was now 


only occafionally or by chance that fhe 
occurred to his memory. At Jength her 
image difappeared entirely. P/yche ceafed 
to exift for him, and he fcarce had any 
other recollection of all that had happen- 
-edto him before his acquaintance with 
.the beautiful Daaae, than that which 
a man has of his earlieft infancy. | It 
‘ is therefore eafy to conceive, that all his 
former fentiments and manner of life, 
had undergone fome alteration, and ac- 
quired a refemblance. to. that of the ob- 
. jeét, whofe influence was exerted over 
him with fuch .abfolute power. The 

Vol. IT. C — feri- 
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ferioufnefs of his manners gradually gave 
way to a vivacity, which induced him 
to confider in a favourable light, many 
things he had before difapproved ; his 


‘manners imperceptibly became more free 


-and agreeable, and his old friends, theethe- 


‘real{prrits, could now find noaccefs tohim, 
-unlefs they would have condefcended - to 
‘introduce themfelves under the refem- 


blance of the beautiful Danae. From the 
defire of pleafing the fovereign mittrefs of 


his heart, he had now no more thought of 


gaining the approbation of the invifible 
{pectators of his a€tions; and the fituation 
of incorporeal fouls no longer appeared fo 
enviable to him, while in the fight of 
this terreftrial Goddefs, he enjoyed hap- 
pinefs, beyond all his conception. The 
defire of being continually with her was 
now fatisfied ;. and that of obtaining her 
friendfhip, which was the immediate 
confequence-of the former, was greatly 
facilitated by the generofity of her beha- 
viour to him at firft. The engaging and 

con- 
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confidential manner, in which fhe.had 
converfed with him for fome time paft, 
had now left him nothing to with for 
on this head. He had fecured her friend- 
fhip, and now he wifhed to engage her 
affection. Her affection! Yes----but 
fach an affection as the mind of an 
Agathon is only capable of conceiving. In 
fhort, when he began to difcover that he 


_ loved, he wifhed to have his love return- 


ed. But his love was fo difinterefted, fo 
fpiritual, fo free from paffions, that he 
loved her merely as if fhe had been a 


Sylph. The fummit of all his wifhes, 


was now, to have the fame fympathetic 
connection of the foul with her, as he 
had before experienced with Pcl. 
How charming thought he, how tranf- 
porting, how infinitely beyond all that 
words can exprefs, muft fuch a fympa- 
thy be with a Danae, which has already 


been fo pleafing with Pfyche. Unfortu- 


nately for our Platonift, this plan was 
not fo likely as he could have wifhed to ~ 
| C2 , meet 
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‘meet with —Danae’s' approbation, who 
was far from being defirous of: playing 
‘the part of a Syiph: upon this occafion. 

“She : continued to confine “herfelf - to 

" friendthip, ‘and to fay the trath, the was 

either-not quite {piritual! enough, to-have 

‘a proper idea of this intellectual love of 
which he told her fo many fine things ; 

or fie thought it ridiculous at her age, 
“aiid with her perfon, to affume-a charac- 
‘ter,’ which according to her way of 
thinking could‘ not fuit any lady who 

“{till received vifits while bathing. ‘But, 

‘Yhdiigh fhe was too modeft abfolute- 
“ly to declare fo much, yet fhe found op- 
' portunities enough, to make her thoughts 
‘upon this point . fufficiently known 
‘to him. A certain careleffnefs in her 
drefs, a treacherous zephyr, or her fpar- 

“row, who while fhe was fitting on a {o- 
‘pha' near Avathon, would fometimes with 
“his. . faucy bill draw afide the robe which 
‘hung fo loofely on her feet, feemed as 
‘at were to laugh at his aerial love, “and 
| oe 7+ to 
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to give him incitements, which would, 
have. heen unneceffary to a lefs enthufi-- 
aftic lover. Danae-had reafon to be fatis-. 
fied with the effect of thefe little artifices.’ 
Agathon who was accuftomed to confider 
the body and foul as two different be- 
ings,. and to whofe eyes. Danae had long. 
, appeared, according to an expreffion of 
Guidi’s, nothing more than a heavenly. 
beauty. inveloped in a terreftrial veil, 
confounded thefe.two beings more and 
more with one another in, his imagina- 
tion. This was the more eafy for him, 
as all the corporeal beauties of his 
—Goddefs were in effcét fo animated, and 
all the excellencies of her mind. fhone 
with fo much brightnefs through this 
charming earthly veil, that it was nearly 
impoffible, he fhould think of one with- 
out the other. This circumftance though 
it made no effential difference in his 
manner of loving, yet it is certain, it did 
not a little contribute, to bring him im- 


perceptibly into fuch a fituation, as feem-: 
C 3 ed 
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ed rather to favour, than oppofe the. 


views of the artful Danae. O tho! 
for whonr alone our generous friendfhip 


has induced us to take the trouble of 


writing this chapter, devoted entirely to 
thee, {top here, and look into thine own 


heart. If thou poor youth, haft found a. 


Danae, (and what Molly Seagrim would 


not appear fuch to thine inchanted eyes) — 


and if thou comprehendeft the end of 
this chapter, our warning comes already 
too late, and thou art undone. Fly the 
moment thow haft fet eyes upon her, fly, 
and fupprefs the wifh'to fee her again. If 


thou canft not do it; if when thou haft- - 


read this warning, thou wilt not; thou 
art no more an Agathon, thou art no bets 
ter than the reft of us; do what thou 
wilt thou canft not be made worfe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


In which the Writer of this Hiftory is guilty 
of an indifcretion. 


HE beautiful Danae was very far 

from confidering the merit of Ca/- 

lias with eyes of indifference. How re- . 
felute foever fhe might be, yet ftill it 
coft her fome pains to conceal how 
much fhe was affected by his love, and 
how defirous fhe was of turning it to fome © 
advantage. But of an Azathon, to make an 
Alcibiades, was achange that could not be 
effected ina few days. This was the more 
dificult from the neceffity fhe was under, 
without feeming to have any concern in 
it herfelf of bringing about this re- 
markable change in him, by impercep— 
tible degrees, in order to make it the 
more durable.. The chief art was, under 
the mafk of frieridfhip, to raife his de-» 
fires at the farne time,’ that fhe appeared: 
to difcourage them by an affected referve.. 
C4 | But,, 
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But, even this was not fufficient, it was 
neceffary he fhould lofe all power of re- 
fiftance, before the inftant came, in which 
fhe was determined to try the united 
force of all her charms. A foft languor 
muft firft take poffeffion of his whole 
foul ; his fenfes intoxicated with pleafure 
mutt firft be overcome with tender agita- 
tion and voluptuous ardor, before fhe 
would venture to make: an experirhent,. 


which if made too foon, might very pof-. 


fibly, overfet all her plan. Unfortunately 
for our hero, his magic imagination.faved. 


her one hialf of the trouble, which from an _ 
excefs of friendihip, fhe intended to take, 
in order to conceal the change fhe meant 


.to bring about in him, One {mile from. 


his goddefs was enough to diffolve him: 
in pleafure ; her iscks feemed to caft a 
heavenly light on every object ; and her. 
breath to infpire all nature with the fpirit 
of love. What muft then become of 
him, when to complete her victory over 
him, fhe pass fuch efforts, as muft 

have 
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have made the moft infenfible of. man- 
kind fall at her feet ? Agathon Knew not 
as yet, that fhe played on the lute, and 
was as great a proficient in mufic, as 
in dancing. His imagination was. ne- 
ver exhaufted in inventing amufements 
and‘ diverfions to make her refidence in 
the country more agreeable ; and this. 
_ gave her an opportunity of furpriz- 
ing him with a difplay of this fkill fhe 
had in mufic, ‘* It is reafonable, faid 
. © fhe to him, that I fhould .make fome 
“‘ return for all the pains thou .doft 
*‘ take to amufe me, a diverfion of 
‘“ my own inyéntion.. This evening. 
‘* thou fhalt be entertained with the con- 
<* teft between the Syrens and the Mufes, 
‘¢ a piece compofed by the famous. 


ON 


‘6 Damon, which has remained with. — 


“me fince A/pafa’s time ; and. is. 
** reckoned a mafter-piece of mufic by 
‘* the connoifleurs. The neceffary pre- 
“ parations are already made for it, and 
“ thou alone fhall. be the hearer and: 

C5.  — judge 
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<6 judge of this mufical difpute.”' Aga-. 
thon never found any time fo long as the 
few hours he paffed, in expectation of 
this promifed diverfion. Danae had left 
him, in order to take the opportunity of 
giving a new luftre to her beauty by a 
refrefhing bath ; and in the mean while 
he was employed in counting the fleeting 
minutes one after another, as the fun was 
fetting.—At length the appointed hour 
came. A moft agreeable night had fuc- 
ceeded one of the fineft days, and a foft 
twilight had already caft a veil over flum- 
bering nature; when all of a fudden a 
new magic day, lighted up by an infinite 
number of . lamps artificially difpofed, 
brought the charming theatre. to view, 
which the Fairy of this place had pre- 
pared for this amufement. An eminence 
fhaded with laurel trees arofe from out 
a chryftal lake, which was paved 
with marble, and encircled with myr-,- 
tles and rofe-bufhes. Small ftreams de- 
fcended in a ferpentine courfe from the 
| laurel 
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Iaurel grove, and ran dimpling along 
with foft murmurs, or agreeable gurg- 
lings into the lake, on the borders of 
which, feveral {mall grottos appeared 
moft' beautifully ornamented with’ co- 
tals and other productions of the 
fea. ‘The grottos. feemed to be the ha- 
bitation of the Nymphs of thefe waters.. 
A fmall bark, in form of a Nautilus fhell 
and. fupported by a marble Triton, ftood 
on the border oppofite to the eminence; 
and this was to be Agathon’s feat, from 
whence he was to hear and determine the 
mufical conteft... 


CHAP. VIL 
The magic Power of Mufic.. 


. O. fooner had Agathon taken his 
feat, than a ruftling motioa was 

heard in the water, ‘accompanied with 
a foft affecting harmony, proceeding 
C 6 from 
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from 4 diftance. It was impoffible to 
difcover from whence the found pro- 
ceeded. Our lover who was thtown into 
a filent rapture by this prelude, not- 
withftanding he was apprized of ‘this di- 
-verfion, was teinpted to imagine, he 
heard the harmony of the fpheres, ‘of 
the reality of which, the Pythagorean 
fages had perfuaded him. But while the 
fymphony approached and became more 
diftinét, he faw at once the Mufes com- 
ing forth from the laurel grove, and the 
Syrens from their grottos. Danae had 
chofen the youngeft and moft beautiful 
of her attendants, to reprefent thefe fea 
Nymphs. A loofe piece of byffus of ‘a 
fky blue colour played around them, 
‘ and with harps and flutes in their hands, 
they raifed themfelvessabove the waves, 
difplaying in the pride of youth unble- 
miflied Beduties to the eyes of their jed- 
lous companions. Stall Tritons fwam 
about them, -blowing through ferpentine 
horns, aid throwing water at them in 
wanton 
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wanton fport. In the ihedt trme, Danse, 
in the midft of ‘the Mufés, defcended on 
the borders of the firtall peninfula, and as 
Venus among the Graces, or Diana among 
the Nymphs, ‘hone with fuch tranfcen+ 
dent luftre, that the eye was no longer at 
liberty to fix on any other object. A 
long fhow white rbe, fafténed with a 
golden girdle urider her bofom half ex: 
poled fell down to her feet in final! 
‘waving. folds. A gatland of rofes wds 
entwined around her hair, part of which 
flowed with artlefs gracé about her neck. 
Her right arm, thé whitertefs of which 
even Homer's Funo might have envied, 
fuppotted a lute of ivory. The othet 
Mufes, fupplied with various kinds of - 
ftringed inftruments, placed théinfelves 
at her feet; fhe alone ftood up in an ate 
titude inimitably praceful, {miling at the 
challenge, which the proud Syrens were 
fining forth on the oppofite fide. It 
‘mutt ‘tindoubtedly be allowed, that the 
picture which at this inftant prefented 1 a 
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felf to our hero, could {carce fail of, rai-- 
fing agitations , in ‘his. heart,. -and in: his 
fenfes. But Danae’s. intention was only. 
through the medium of his fight to pre- 
pare him for the delights of another: 
fene. . Her vanity had.no lefs a triumph: 
in view, than by the inchanting power 
of her voice and her lute, to efface this 
charming picture.from his mind; -and 
_ fhe was not deceived .in her expectations.. 
The Syrens ended their fong, and the 
Mufes anfwered the challenge by a fym-: 
phony, which feemed to exprefs how {fe- 
cure they were of the victory. The life 
and fpirit which reigned in this fympho- 
ny gave way by degrees to more folemn 
notes ; the found became more and more- 
uniform, till it gradually dropped into. 
an almoft imperceptible murmur,. which. 
at laft died away in a perfect ftillnefs.. 
The attention of every one was engaged 
in expectation of what fhould follow this 
ftillnefs ; when i it was at once interrupted 
by a delightful harmony, which the ra- 
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pid and animated fingers of the beautiful 
Danae drew from her lute.’ A voice,. 
which feemed capable of tranfporting 
the foul from the body, and of reviving 
the dead, if we may borrow an expref- 
fion of Petrach’s, fo inchanting a voice, 
animated this delightful mufic. The de- 
fion of the contending fong was to fhew 
the fuperiority of fentimental love, over 
that which is founded merely on defire.. 
N othing could be more affecting than the 
defcription which Danae gave of fenti- 
mental love! In fuch tones, certainly in 
no other, {aid Agathon to himfelf, do the 
immortals exprefs their feelings; fuch 
language only can be worthy of the 
Gods. The whole time that this fong 
lafted, feemed only an inftant to him, 
and he was much chagrined, when Danae 
fuddenly ceafed, and one of the Syrens, 
accompanied by the flutes of her com- 
panions, was bold enough to difpute the 
prize with his Goddefs. But, when he 
heard her, he was foon obliged to change 

| his 
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His opinions all his * prejudices: for the 
Mufe could not hinder him from acknow- 
ledging, ‘that. the found’ was. irrefiftibly 
attracting. Her voice, whofe foftnefs. 
and flexibility could not be -excelled;, 
feerned to exprefs the feveral gradations.’ 
ef tfanfport, of which fenfual love is fuf= 
ceptible. The aimorous tone of the. flutes. 
raifed the ¥ivacity of the expreffion to. 


fuch a pitch, that there-remained fcarce._. 


‘any. difference between the imitation and 
the reality. Ifthe Syrens, thought Aga-. 
thon, by whom the wife Ulyfes was obliged. 
‘to pafs, fang thus, it was. with reafon. 
‘that he had himfelf bound hand and foot 
‘to the matt of his veffel. No fooner had’ 
the Syrens finifhed their’ fong,-- than. 
joyful founds of applaufe, arofe from out 
‘of the water, and.the httle 'Tritons found+ 
ed their horns, to proclaim the victory,, 
they thought to have- obtained over the 
“Mufes. But the Mufes had not loft. their 
‘courage: They foon encouraged them- 
felveés again, and began a fymphony, the. 

opening 
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openin g of which feemed to be a burlefque 
of theSyrens fong. Soon after they changed’ 
the harmony and the rhythm, and per- 
formed ‘an andante, which entirely effaced’ 
all traces of the impreffion, the fong of! 
the Syrens could’ have left’ on the’ 
mind. A pleafing melancholy took pof- 
{effion of Agathon ; he fank into an agree- 
able furprize, involuntary fighs broke 
from him, and tears of pleafure ran down. 
his cheeks: In the niidft of this affect-. 
ing harmony, the beautiful Danaé began 
to raifé her fong Incitéd by’ the ernulous 
efforts of lier’ rival, fhe exerted the full’ 
perfection of het voice, and all the’ in-. 
chanting powers of hey art, in order to. 
obtain’ a completé victory for the Mufes. 
Her ode defcribéd the affecting pangs of, 
true love, which even in thofe pangs f finds 
a melancholy fatisfaction ; it’s conitancy, 
and the reward it firially niéets with in 


the moft'tender return. The manner in, 


which fhe cotiduéted this, ot rather’ thé’ 
impreffion fhe made by it on her lover, 
was 
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was beyond conception. He was all ear,, 
and his whole foul was melted in the 


fenfibility of her fong. He was not at 


fo gteat a diftance, but that Danae could 
perceive how much he was tranfported 
beyond himfelf. She faw how much 
difficulty he had to contain himfelf 
in his feat; and how ftrongly he was 
tempted to plunge into the water, and 
{wim over to her, in order to breathe out 
his foul diffolved in rapture and love at 
her feet. She was herfelf fo much agi- 
tated at this fight, that fhe was under a 
neceffity of turning her eyes away from 
him, to go through the reft of her fong. 


But, fhe determined within herfelf, no 


longer to defer the reward which fhe 


thought due to fuch fuperlative love. At 


laft the finifhed her. ode, the accompani- 
ment ceafed, the Syrens fled abafhed into 


their. prottos, the Mufes vanithed ;. and: 
the aftonifhed. Agathon was left alone to. 


indulge his melancholy tranfports... 
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A Digre efion, which prepares the Reader for 
what is to follow. 


FE. cannot conceal the embarraff- 
ment we are thrown into, by 
the fituation in which we left our heré 


_ at the end of the preceding chapter. It 


endangers the fublime character he has 


hitherto fupported with fo much laudable 


firmnefs, and which without doubt has 
infured him an uncommon degree of 
efteem among our readers... Thofe who 


- require perfect virtue in a hero, will 


certainly be fcandalized at an apofta- 
cy of this kind, though after what has 
happened to him, they could not reafon- 
ably have expected any thing better. 

_ How great are the advantages of a 
romance writer in this inftance over -the 
hiftorian; who engages himfelf with 
out prejudice or partiality, ftrictly’ ta 
pay a confcientious regard to nature 


and 


Ad The Hiftory of | 
and truth, in contempt of that ‘fame, 
which he might perhaps have acquired 
by embellithing. his characters, and. by 
elevating the natural into the miraculous! 
The romance writer fees the whole 
boundlefs world-of poffibilities.difplayed 
before him: for his free ufe ;. he is certain 
that his compofitions will fucceed by: 
enigaging our imagination, and flattering 
our vanity, with the powerful feduCtion: 
of the marvellous and:the fublime. The: 
leat “appearance. of conformity. to ma- 
ture, is fuffieient:to convince the lovers 
of the miraculous,. which always make: 
up the greater part of His readers, of the - 
probability of:his fictions. He is at fulb 
hberty: to decompofe nature-itfelf, and: 
hike another Prometheus,.to mould: as he 
pleafes: the yielding’ earth, from which 
he creates: his:demi Gods and Goddefles,., 
or'to form: themt. in fuch a manner as wilt 
beft anfwer his purpofés. The-poor hit 
forian, on the contrary, ix obliged. to. 
ttead-in one marrow path, following: ftep 

by: 
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by ftep the veftiges of truth that! lay be- 
‘fore him. “He muft paint objects juft as 
he finds them, let them-be ever fo great, 
or ever fo fmall, ever fo beautiful, or 
-ever fo deformed. -He muft reprefent 
effects as they flow from their caufes, in 
conformity to the immutable laws of na- 
ture;- and when he has. done his. duty 
completely, he muft expect that his hero 
“will at laft-appear but very little, if at all 
more eftimable, than the moft contemp- 
-tible of his readers =e thinks himfelf 
to be. 

PERHAPS,’ there is ace a more certain 
“way of becoming a celebrated writer, 
without the leaft expence of genius, 
‘ learning‘er experience, than in a few vo- 
lumes of wonderful adventures, moft uni- 
-formly fimilar to each other, to make a 
parade of men, provided they are but 
men, free from paffions, from foibles, 
from - wants and imperfections of -any 
kind. Before one expects it, -the -work 
is finifhed,. which by the edifying tone 
: 16 : of 
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of rigid morality, by brilliant fentences, 
by characters and actions, which are fo 
many models, obtains the fuffrage of all 
well meaning’ people, who find every 
‘book excellent, that fpeaks in praife of 
virtue. -How much more will fuch — 
a work be efteemed, if the author has 
‘the art or the natural turn, of writing 
in the enthufiaftic ftile; and enraptured 
himfelf with the bequtiful productions of 
his heated imagination, is happy enough 
to create an opinion that he himfelf is 
fond of virtue. In vain, fhall the cap- 
tious critic exclaim, that fuch a work, nei- 
ther difcovers talents in the writer, nor. 
can be ufeful to the public, in vain fhall 
_he reprefent how eafy it is from a fyftem 
of morality to form perfonal characters, 
and reduce the maxims of Epiétetus into 
- actions: in vain, fhall he remonftrate 
that the fruitlefs admiration of a chimeri- 
cal perfection, which no man has the 
leaft intention or power of imitating, is 
the utmoft advantage thefe good people 
: : can 
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can expect from the prodigious pains 
they have taken to reform an indocile 
world. The wife critic is called a Loilus, 
and may think himfelf happy, if the 
~ opinion he has-given of fo moral and fen- 
fible a work, does not reflect on his 
own moral character; and if the found- 
nefs of his underftanding, is not confi- 
dered as an indication of the badnefs of 
his heart. How indeed can it be other- 
wife ? Our vanity is too much interefted 
not to approve of thofe things, by 
which our nature is fo elevated and dig- 
nified. It flatters our pride, which finds 
itfelf fo inferior to others, in fo many 

advantageous points of rank, authority, 
power and outward fplendor, to have the 
means in our power, at leaft as long as 
the agreeable illufion lafts, of raifing it- 
felf above the objeéts of its envy, and 
| being able to leave them in the duft be- 
neath it. And as the apparent weaknefs 
of our nature on the one hand, to the 
"great advantage of our indolence, dif- 
penfes 
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penfes us.from the perfermance of heroic 


“exploits ; fo our felf love on the other, 


’ amufes us with the agreeable perfuafion, 


‘that. we fhould ourfelves. have been as 
renowned and. as wonderfyl heroes, if 


fortune had placed us in ie fame fitua- 


tion. 


However anil and true thefe bold 


_affertions may appear to us, we muft 


fubmit to whatever reception the different 
claffes of our readers may think proper to 
give them. And though we fhould even 


tun the rifk of giving rife to unfavour- 


-able prejudices; yet can we not avoid 
purfuing this reflection, -efpecially as .it 


has a very great: conne¢tion with all the 
parts of this hiftory. 
Among all the unnatural Guess 


| which the moft celebrated of thefe moral 


romance writers have brought into any 


_ degree of eftimation ; they have fucceed- 


ed better in their heroic defcriptions. of 


_ miagnanimity, courage, and faithful love, 


than in any.others. Hence have ap- 


peared 


“ad 


i, 


eics 
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peared fo many love ftories, books of 
knight errantry and romance, from the 
age of the good bifhop Heliodorus to the 
prefent time; of friends, facrificing every 
thing to each other, even their ftrongeft 
paffions,; and the deareft interefts of their 
hearts; of knights, ever ready to fight: 
with all the giants and monfters of the 
world, in favour of the firft Princefs they 
meet with; and of lovers who (till Cre- 
billon introduced a more fafhionable mode 
of loving among our neighbours on the: 
other fide the Rhine) had nothing better 
" to do, than to wander about the world, 
carving the names of their miftrefles on 
trees, while the moft feducing tempta- 
tions to which they were from time to- 
time expofed, were incapable of affecting 
their conftancy, even fora moment. A 
man muft be very much blinded by pre 
judice, who could not conceive the reafon 
why thefe imaginary heroic virtues have 
acquired fo much credit. Beautiful wo-' 
men have at all times thought they hada 
Vol. IL. D yicht 
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right to expect a love which fhould fa- 
crifice every, thing to them, and a fidelity 
which fhould be proof againft all tempta- 
‘tions. In this inftance they refemble the 
great, who fuppofe that our zcal will 
make every thing they expect from us 
poffible, and who care very little whe- 
ther what they require of us is conveni- 
ent, or even whether it is honeft and 
equitable. So the advantages which our 
female fovereigns derive to their vanity 
and other paffions from thefe imaginary 
virtues, are fufficient, to make an Arta- 
banes, or a Count de Comminge, a greater 
man in their eyes, than all Plutarch’s heroes 
put together. Is then the ignoble felf- 
intereft or the bafe pufillanimity, with 


which (efpecially in nations, where from. 


moral caufes, a more than common fear 

of death prevails) the greateft part of the 
common people are infeéted ; are not 

thefe mean paffions equally interefted in 

deifying a magnaniiity regardlefs of 

itfelf, and a courage fuperior to all fenfe 

of 
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et danger? The more perfect others dre, 
the lefs neceffary 1t 13 for us to be fo; and 
the higher their virtue 1s, the lefs have we 
to fear from our vices. 
~ Heaven forefend, that I fhould ever 
have the intention of difcouraging in 
worthy fouls that defirable enthufiafm for 
virtue, which is fo natural to them, and 
ts often the fource of the moft commend- 
able actions. The only defign of thefe 
obfervations, is to fhew, that. the ro- 
mantic heroes of whom we have been 
{peaking, are no more to be found in the 
circle of nature, than winged dragons 
or mermaids; that they are ridiculous 
moral characters, the offsprings of an 
idle imagination, and which a corrupted 
moral fenfe, in imitation of fome In- 
dians, the more .readily deifies, the far- 
ther their monftrous form is diftant from 
human nature; though it muft be allow- 
ed that man, with all his imperfections, 
13 {till the beft, moft amiable and moft per- 
fect being we really know. The hero of 
| Dz this 
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this hiftory likewife we confefs, from the - 


changes and foibles we have feen him 
fubject to, is lefs a hero than a man; and 
is therefore fitter to warn us by his own 
experience, and better able to Caren by 
his own errors. 

WeE muft however own, that evel 
reafcns have ftrongly tempted us for this 


once to violate hiftoric truth. We have. 


been defirous of bringing our Agathon 
uncorrupted out of the danger he is now 
in, though this fhould require the affift- 
ance of fome divine machinery. For the 


honour of Platonifm, indeed, which he . 


has hitherto fo well fupported, it is certain- 
ly to be wifhed that this could have been 
done. But we confidered that this fingle 
poetical licence would occafion fo many 
alterations in the reft af~his adventures, 
that Agathon’s life would really no longer 
have been a hiftory, but a legend of a 


moral Don Efplandians. We have there- | 


fore refolved to get over all the nice fcru- 


_ ples which at firit ftartled us. We have 


~ perfuaded 
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perfuaded ourfelves that the utility our pru- 
dent.readers might derive from the foibles 
of our hero, would be incomparably 
ereater, than the equivocal advantage vir- 
tue might have gained; if, by more im- 
probable fictions than we find throughour 
the whole of our friend Ariofto’s Orlando, 
we had put the beautiful Danae under the 
neceflity of filently thinking of Agathor, 
what the celebrated Phryve, on a certainoc- 
cafion, faid publicly of the fage Xenocrates. 
~ Know then, fair readers, hut beware 
of taking pride to yourfelves from this 
triumph of your inchanting powers ; that 
Agathon, after having remained fome time 
alone in a ftate of mind, which would 
require the expreffion of a Thomfon or 2 
Gefner to defcribe, walked on towards a 
pavillion fupported by Ionic pillars of 
jafper, and fituated on the eaftern fide of 
the garden in a fmall grove of orange, 
pomegranate and myrtle trees. We are 
ignorant whether he took this courfe of 
bis own accord, or actuated by the fecret: 

D 3 impulfe 
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impulfe of fome Antiplatonic genius. 
Finding the pavillion’ illuminated, he 
went in. When he had haftily paffed 
through a faloon, the magnificent orna- 
ments of which could not detain him an 
inftant, and afterwards ran through two 
or three fmaller apartments, he came to 
- accabinet which feemed as if defigned for 
the repofe of the Goddefs of love: Here 
he found the beauteous Danae afleep on 
a pink fattin fofa. Having viewed her 


a long time in motionlefs rapture, and - 


with a tendernefs, the internal fenfe of 
which, was far more exquifite than all 
fenfual delights; at laft—— | 

_ —-—Overcome by the power of ai-. 
mighty love 
and being no longer able to contain 
himfelf, he knelt down at her feet. He 
feized one of her beautiful hands carelefily 
{tretched out, and with an ardour, few lo- 
vers have ever been paffionately fond 
enough to conceive, kifled it without a- 
_-waking her, This made him lefs capable 
, than 


ee a 
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thai he was before, of refolving to retire 
_ unperceived as he came. The little Pfche, 
the dancer, whoever fince the pantomine, 
we know not why, had been no friend to 
him, declared it was fome time after day 
break,- when with her own eyes fhe faw 
him come out of the pavillion, ftealing 
away behind the myrtle hedges, alone, 
and with a very fufpicious countenance 
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CHAP. IX. 


Infiru€tions to avoid a M4funderRanding which 
so might be apprehended. 

IR TUE, as we are ufed- to fay 

- after Horace, is the mid-way be- 

tween two devious paths, which are both 
with equal care to.be avoided. It is cer- 
tainly right, for an author, who has fome 
more important point in view than mere- 
ly to amufe his readers; on certain occz~ 
fions, rather to imitate the difcretion of 
the modeft Virgil, than the unreftrained 
D 4 licentiou{nefs 
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licentioufnefs of feveral of the modern 
French writers. For on a circumftance 
where the Axgolas and Verforands would 
have exhaufted all their powers of def- 
cription ; and would ftill have been afraid 
not to have been lively and clear enough ; 
this chafte poet contents himfelf with tel- 

ling us that : 
“< Dido and 7Eneas entered into a cave.” 
But, if this difcretion is carried fo far, 
that the obfcurity thrown upon a deli- 
cate point may give rife to mifunder- 
landing and error, it then appears. to | 
me to degenerate into falfe modefty. In 
fuch circumftances it feems more advife- 
able, to draw the curtain a little afide, 
than by excefs of nicety to run the rifque, 
perhaps, of expofing innocence itfelf to 
groundlefs fufpicions. However offend- 
ed fome of our female readers, whofe ri- 
gid virtue fires at the very name of love, 
may réafonably be, at the fight of a 
handfome youth, at the feet of a Danae 
breathing, even in her flumber, nothing 
: but 
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but love and pleafure; yet can we not 
forbear {topping a few moments longer 
on this fcandalizing object. Men are fo: 
much inclined in fuch fituations to give 
a loofe to their imaginations, that we 
fhould make ourfelves ridiculous, if we 
were to affert, that, during all the time 
which (as the little dancer fays) our hero 
paft in the pavillion, he had remained in. 
the fame refpectful attitude, as we left 
him at the end of the foregoing chapter. 
We have much more to fear from perfons 
who cannot help their not being Agathons 
themfelves, and who may pofhbly go fo 
far as to fufpect, that he might have ta- 
ken advantage of the fleep, in which Da-- 
nae lay, in a manner fuitable only to a 
Faun. . Fhis is what our friend % 7%. 
Rouffeau, himfelf, would not entirely have 
approved of, however ingenioufly he 
may have defended, in his letter to Mr. 
D’ Alembert, what he calls, forcing a filent 
confent. To fecure: our Agathon again{t 
all fuch unmerited fufpicions, we muft in. 

| D 5. * juftice 
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juftice to truth declare, that the alluring 
attitude of the beautiful fleeper, and the 
favourable lightnefs of her drefs, which 
feemed to invite him to a compleat indul- 
gence of his eyes, would with difficulty 
have overcome his modefty, if it had 
been poffible for him to refift the magic 
_ force of that fenfation, in which all the 
powers of his exiftence feemed to be dif- 
folyed. "We make no fcruple of afferting 
that fuch a refiftance, in fuch circum- 
ftances, is an impoffible thing, fince it 
was impoffible to Agathon. He at length 
gave up his foul to the moft perfect de- 
light of its moft noble fenfation, the con- 
templation of beauty, far fuperior even to 
every thing his ideal imagination could 
reprefent. This contemplation filled his 
heart with fuch pure, complete, inexpref- 


fible fatisfa€tion, that all his defires and 


expectations of a ftill greater felicity 
feemed to be loft in it. This is a cir- 
cumftance only to, be comprehended by 
thofe who know what true love is. It is 

probable, 


a 


> 
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probable, though we can fay nothing cer- 
tain on this point, that the beauty of the 
object alone, however tranfcendent it 
might be, could not have wrought this 
fingular effect. But the object was that 


_of his love, and this circumftance height- 


ened the admiration,. which the moft: in-- 
fenfible perfon would have been in at the. 
contemplation of beauty, with a fenfation, 
no poets have yet been able to defcribe ; 
how much foever,.it may be ‘fuppofed, 
that the greater part of them were ac- 
quainted with it from experience. It is 
this namelefs fenfation alone that diftin- 
guifhes the true lover from the Satyr,. 
and even {preads a kind of moral grace 
upon that paffion, which in the others: is. 
merely the effect of inftinct,. or of a bru- 
tal appetite.. What Satyr, at fuch ‘an in-- 
ftant, would have acted as Agarhon did ? 
Carefully, and with the light hand ofa: 
Sylph, he drew the fitken:garment, which - 
love had treacheroufly thrown afide, over: 
the fleeping fair again. He.threw him- 

| D. 6. felf 
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felf again at her feet, and contented him- 
felf with preffing her negligently extend- 
ed hand to his lips; but with fuch tender- 
nefs, fuch rapture, and fuch ardour, that 
a ftatue muft have been awaked by it.. She 
muft indeed at length awake. How was . 
it poffible fhe could avoid it any lon- 
ger, fince her flumber had. been. really 
feigned allthe while? She had had the cu- 
riofity, which feems natural enough to her 
difpofition, to fee how an Agathon would 
behave in fuch a delicate fituation; and _ 
this laft teftimony of perfect love, which,. 
notwithftanding her experience, had alt 
the charms of novelty for her, affefted 
her fo much, that, overcome with an un- 
ufwal and irrefiftible fenfation, at this. in- 
ftant, when the was firft convinced ef her 
toving and being beloved, fhe became no 
more miftrefs of herfelf. She raifed up 
her beauteous eyes,—eyes. fwimming in 
the voluptuous tears of love, and. difco- 
vered to the enraptured gation. all his 
happinefs in an infinitely more perfect 

| manner,. 


that in fimilar circumstances, they would 
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manner, than the moft eloquent declara- 
tion of love could have done. Oh! Cal- 


las! fhe cried at length with a tone of 


voice which made all his heart-ftrings vi- 
brate, while with her fnowy arms entwined 
about him, fhe prefled the happieft of alt 
lovers to her hofom, Callias$ what a new 
exiftence doft thou give me? Receive, Q 
thou! of all mankind moft worthy to be 
beloved; reeeive the whole unbounded 
tendernefs with which thou infpireft me ! 
And here, without’ detaining the reader 
unneceflarily, with a farther account of 


‘what fhe faid and what he anfwered, we re- 


fionthe pencilto.a Correggio, and ftealaway. 

Bur we begin to obferve, though ra- 
ther too late, that .we have juftified our 
friend Agathon, atthe expenee of his 
charming miftrefs. It is eafy to forefee 
how little favour fhe will find among 
that refpectable and: fortunate part of our 
female readers, who perfuade themfelves, _ 
and who probably have reafon to do {o, 


have: 
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have behaved in a different manner from 
what Danae did. We indeed, are far 
from defending the exceffive tendernefs. 
of the lady, however fpecioufly love may 
palliate her failings. 1In.the mean while, 
however, with permiffion of the foremen- 
tioned Lucretias, we defire to conclude 
this chapter, with an obfervation which, 
perhaps, they do not expect. Thefe la- 
dies, be it. faid with all the refpect that 
is due to them, deceive themfelves much,, 
if they imagine, that we have expofed 
the foibles of fo amiable a creature as the- 
beautiful Danae, meerly to give them an: 
opportunity of flattering their.own vani- © 
ty. We are not fuch novices in the 
world,.as to fuffer ourfelves tobe perfua- 
ded, that -every: ofie }who cenfures the 
eonduét of our Danae, would have beha- 
ved more prudently in her fituation. We- 
Rnow very well, that all: which: bears the 
mark. of virtue,. is not really pure ac- 
‘eamplifhed virtue. The age of three- 
se and a.perfon which might difguft 
a Syl. — 
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a Sylvan or a Satyr, gives little or no right 
to pride ourfelves in a virtue, which no 
one, perhaps, has ever put to the trial. 
We have good reafon however to doubt, 
whether thofe who judge moft feverely 
of a Danae, would in her place have been 
offended with a much lefs dangerous {e- 
ducer than Agathon was: and even fup- 
pofe they had been, perhaps we might 
fcruple to afcribe to their virtue, what 
might equally. have been owing to the 
mechanical effect of infenfibility, and 
want of tendernefs. Our views are entire- 
ly diref&ted to you, ye charming crea- 
tures, on whom nature has beftowed the 
beft of her gifts, the gift of pleafing—. 


-You, whiom fhe intended to promote our 


happinefs; but who can fo eafily become: 
unhappy yourfelves by a fingle trifling im-. 
prudence in the completion of this excel 
lent defign? A change the more to be 
apprehended, as it is:effected by the moft 
valuable of your qualities, by your inclt- 
Ration to every thing that is virtuous, and 

| even 
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even by the amiable tendernefs of your 
hearts. ’Tis you alone whom I would 
with to perfuade, how dangerous it js to: 
imagine, which the confcioufnefs of your 
own innocence prompts you to do, that 
it is always in your power to hmit the 
progrefs of love. May the immortals;. 
if as we hope,:there are heavenly guar- 
dians for innocence and goodnefs of heart, 
‘be watchful over yours! May they warn 
you in good time, not to truft too much 
to a tendernefs, which when tranfported 
by the-generous fatisfation, of making 
the object of your love happy, can fo. 
eafily forget itfelf! -And laftly in thofe 
moments, when the contemplation of the 
raptures you ate’ capable of infpiring, 
might poffibly fteal upon your’ prudence; 
may they whifper in your ears, that even. 
an Agathon himfelf, can neither have love 
or merit enough, to deferve, that the fa- 
’ tisfaction of his defires fhould be ob- 
tained by the forfeiture of your peace df 
a 
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CHAP. X. 


Which all our married Readers, unlefs they 
are very happy, or perfect Stoics, may pafs 


over. 


Te: charming Danae, was none 
of thofe perfons who do things by 


halves. When fhe had once determined 
to make her friend happy, ihe executed 
her defign in fuch a manner, as made all 
his former ideas of felicity and pleafure 
appear delufive. It may, probably, be 
temembered, that a kind of curiofity, or 
rather a capricious fancy of trying the 
force of her charms, had been at firft the 
only motive of the defign fhe had formed 
of engaging his heart. The friendfhip 
fhe entertained for him on a perfonal ac- 
quaintance forwarded this defiga. The 


“daily intercourfe between them, the merit 


of Agathon, and the contagious influence 
of amorous enthufiafm, which in moft 


inftances, though it may not be the fole 
caule 
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caufe yet is certainly the great promoter. 
of the defeat of female virtue ; that fym- 
pathy, to which the divine Plato juftly 
afcribes the moft miraculous effects; all 
thefe circumftances combined, chan- 
ged at laft this friendfhip into love ; 
the trueft, tendereft, and moft ardent 
love that ever was. To our hero was 
referved the honour, if fo it might be cal- 
led, of infpiring her with a kind of love, 
to which notwithftanding all! the particu- 
lars we know of her hiftory, fhe was as — 
much a ftranger, as a veftal is fuppofed 
to be to any fort of paffion. In fhort, it 
was Apathon alone, who was. deftined to 
overcome the difguft fhe began to enter- 
tain agatnft every thing that had the ap- 
pearatice of love. A difguft, which had 
been exeited by thofe ordinary lovers the 
pretty fellows; thofe impertinent cox- 
combs, on whom, (to make ufe of her 
own expreffion) one half of her charms 
was thrown away. 


Mok 
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Moft of thofe natural philofophers, 


who agree with Mr. de Buffon, in prefer- 
xing the fenfual delights of love, will not 


{crupleto affirm, that the poffeffion, or, - 


(to accommodate our exprefhions to their 
ideas) the enjoyment of fo beautiful a 
woman as Danae, included in itfelf, the 
higheft poffible pleafure, of which our 
fenfes are fufceptible. This is a truth, 
which notwith{tanding a kind of tacit 
confent that feems to have prevailed of 
not confeffing it openly; has been fo 
univerfally acknowledged by all nations, 
and in all ages, that Carneades, Sextus, 
Cornelius Agrippa, and even Bayle himfelf, 
have not ventured to call it in queftion, — 
We have not courage enough, publicly 


_ to maintain, againft fo refpectable a tefti- 
mony as the unanimous confent of all. 


‘sankind, that the pleafures of love 
which. are proper to the foul, are pre- 
ferable to all others, Yet many people 
will agree with me, that a lover, who- 
has himfelf a foul, would very imper- 

fectly 
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fe&tly experience in the poffeffion of the 
fineft ftatue of flefh and blood, that vo- 
luptuoufnefs fo highly prized by our mo- 
dern Epicureans: and that the magic al-_ 
‘lurements-of fenfual delight are kept up 
merely by the fenfations of the heart. 
Senfations, which were always reckoned 
above defcription, till Rou/eau the Stoic, 
in the forty fifth letter of the new Elvifa, — 
condefcended to defcribe then in fo per- 
fet a manner, as clearly fhews, what an 
in{piring influence even the faint recollec- 
tion ‘of the experience of his happy youth 
muft have had on the foul of this Helve- 
tian Epiftetus. They muft certainly be 
Jovers of this kind, St. Preuxs and Aga- 
thons, who have a right to decide this 
point; who from the delicasy and quick- 
hefs of their feelings are as.capable of giv- 
ing their opinions of the fenfual pleafures 
of love; as, from the tendernefs of their 
hearts, or from their internal fenfations 
for the beauties of the mind, they are 
calculated to judge of its moral delights. 
a : - To 
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To lovers of this clafs, how true, how 
natural will not that paflage in Rouffeau 
appear, which, to the advocates for fen- 
fual love is juft as unintelligible, as an 
Etrufcan infcription is to our Uiterati. 
“O! forbear thofe intoxicating rap- 
* tures, for which I would give a thou- 
<¢ fand lives! Reftore to me what indeed 
“ig not them, but what is infinitely 
* more delightful than they are.” 
‘Tue beautiful Danae was ingenious, 
and her imagination was inexhauftible in 
the art (if we may fo call what was mere- 
ly the effect of nature and love) of multi- 
plying her favours, and of enhancing their 
intrinfic worth by the grace with which fhe 
adorned them. She always contrived to 
give them the appearance of novelty. She 
took care to remove every thing that by its 
uniformity might create difguft; every 
‘thing that might diffolve the inchant- 
ment. By fuch arts as thefe, Danae, or. 
any other lady of the fame turn might | 
have induced Mr. Buffon himfelf to alter 
| his 
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his opinion of love ; an effect whieh, pet- 
haps, all the Parifian counteffes together 
would not have been able to produce. 
_ This happy pair, according to their own — 
feelings, enjoyed in mutual love a felicity 
equal to that of the Gods. They now 
looked with contempt on all thofe diver- 
fions they had before taken fo much de- 
light in; love was now their only bufi-, 
nefs, their only pleafure. It engroffed 
all their fenfations, all their thoughts, and 
all their converfation. Every meeting, 
every embrace, every declaration of reci- 
procal affection feemed to be the firft ; 
‘and though this fcene of mutual tender- 
nefs had continued from the dawn of one 
morning to the other, yet did they ftill 
complain of the niggardlinefs of time ; 
for, days were moments, in a life, which 
for the advantage of their love they would 
have wifhed to be eternal. What a fitu- 
ation if it could but laft !—exclaims -here 
the Greek author, 
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CHAP. XI. 


Remarkable Effects of Love, or of the unioit 
of Souls. 


N ancient author whom no perfon 
A will certainly accufe of having 
treated love too metaphyfically, and whofe 
name need only be mentioned, to re- 
move all fufpicions of his having enter- 
tained any of thofe ideas, which material 
fouls confider as Platonic dreams ; Pervo- 
nius in fhort, mtakes ufe of an expreffion 
fomewhere, which fhews very clearly, that 


- he not only admitted an amorous union 
of fouls as a poffible thing, but even 


held. it to be a circumftance, naturally at- 
tendant on the myfteries of the goddefs 
of love. Jam alligata mutuo ambitu cor- 
pora, animarum quoque mixiuram fecerant, 
fays this infpector of the Emperor Nero’s 
pleafures; in which paffage he meant, 
perhaps, to ae what he has exprefied 

elfewhere 
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elfewhere in an incomparably more ele- 
gant manner.— 

Et transfudimus hinc et hinc labellis 

Errantes animas.—— 

Whether he himfelf comprehended . 
the whole force of this exprefhon, or 
whether he attributed as much meaning 
as we do toit, is a queftion, which, (ac- 
cording to the cuftom of moft commen- 
tators,) we donot much trouble ourfelves 
about. It is fufficient that we find thefe 
paflages favourable to an hypothefis, 
~ without which, in our opinion, feveral 
phenomena of love cannot be explained. 
Agrecably to this hypothefis we affert,': 
that true lovers, in certain fituations do not 
experience merely a trausfufion, (as one of 
cur moft virtuous poets calls it) but a real 
mixture of fouls. To difcover how this is 
poffible, we readily leave to thofe wife and 
obftrufe inquirers who perfectly free, and 
happily abftracted from the hurry of this 
fublunary world, employ themfelves in 
the ufeful fpeculation of endeavouring 

to 
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to find out, without prejudice to their 
own fyftems and opinions, the poffibility 
of what really exifts. It is fufficient for 
us, that experience, confirmed by num- 
berlefs examples, eftablifhes beyond a 
doubt, that the fpecies of love, (which 
Shaftefbury very properly calls a kind of 
enthufiafm, and againft which, Lucretius 


_for that very reafon fo warmly exclaims) 


produces effects, which cannot be better 
defcribed than by thofe expreffions of 
Petronius. 

Agathon and eal who have giv en 
occafion to this remark, had fcarce paffed 
fourteen days together (which deed. 
were only fo many moments in the ca- 
lendar of love) in that happy ftate, we 
left them in at the laft chapter, when 
this union of fouls manifefted itfelf in 
them to fuch a degree, that they now 
appeared to ‘be animated and intpired 


. with one common foul. The alteration 


was fo confiderable,. and the contraft fo 
Vol. I E ftriking 
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ftriking between their prefent and former 
mode of exiftence, that Alcibtades would 
no more have diftinguifhed his Danae 
again, than the Delphic prieftefs would 
have recognized the coy and immate- 
rial Agathon. ‘That he, from a fpecula- 
tive Platonift fhould have become an Ari- 
ftippus in practice; that he fhould have 
given up one. philofophy, which efta- 
blifhes the pureft felicity in the. conteme 
plation of invifible beauties, for another, . 
which fixes it in agreeable fenfations ; 
feeking for them in their neareft fources, 
in nature, in our fenfes, and 1n our heart: 
that, inftead of the Gods and Demi-gods, 
he before converfed with, he fhould now 
fubftitute the Graces, and the. Deities of 
Love ; that this Agathon, who before could 
give a proper account to Wifdom herfelf 
of all his minutes, of ail his moments ; 
fhould now be capable, (we are afhamed 
of faying it) of loitering away whole 
hours, whole days, diflolved in tender 

intoxication. 
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intoxication.—All thefe circumftances, 
however great the falling off may be, 
will ftill be eafily conceived by moft peo- 
ple. But, that Danae, who had feen the 
handfomeft and nobleft men of fa, 
Princes and Satrapes, fighing at her feet ; 
who was accuftomed to fhine foremoft in 
ali the moft brilliant affemblies, and to 
have a court about her compofed of all 
perfons moft eminently diftinguifhed by 
advantages of rank, wit, riches and ta- 
lents, afpiring to pleafe her: That this 
Danae fhould now caft a look of con- 
tempt on the whole world, and fhould 
- find nothing more pleafing than rural 
fimplicity, nothing more delightful than 
.to wander about in the groves, weaving 
garlands of flowers for her fhepherd, to 
flumber on his arm by the fide of a mur-: 
muring ftream, forgetting and forgotten 
of the world :—That fhe, for whom fen- 
timental love, had been aconftant fubject 
of jeft and ridicule, fhould-now be moved 

| he. 2 even 
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even to tears, by the tender complaints 
of the nightingale tn a ftill calm night— 
or, when finding her lover fleeping in 
the fhade, would watch whole hours mo-: 
tionlefs by him, abforbed ‘in tender tranf- 
port and in the enjoyment of her own 
fenfations, fearing even to awake him 
by the defired kifs:—that this {cholar 
of Hippias, who was ufed to find no- 
thing more ridiculous, than the hope of 
immortality, and thole delightful dreams 
of better worlds, in which fouls of fenfi- 
bility are fo apt to indulge,—that fhe, 
when reclined on flowers at Agathon’s 
fide, by the. glimmering light of the - 
moon, fhould now think herfelf already 
fpiritualized, already tran{ported into the 
happy Elyfian vales :—In the midft of the 
intoxicating joys of love, that fhe fhould 
let her thoughts wander on graves and 
urns, while preffing her lover with the. 
greater tendernefs to her breaft, fhe turned - 

-her eyes up to the ftarry heavens, think- | 
ing 
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ing for whole hours on the delights of 
the immortals, on unperifhable beauties, 
and celeftial worlds—That fhe—deluded 
‘by the wifhes of her unbounded love, 
fhould now find {fo little extravagance in 
the expectation of its lafting perpetual- 
ly ; that no thought appeared more na- 
tural, no hope more certain to her: 
Thefe were really miracles of love ; mie 
racles, which only the love of an Aga- 
thon could have wrought, and could 
only have been produced by that union 
of fouls, through which the turn of 
thinking, the ideas, the tafte, and the 
inclinations of the one were communi- 
cated to the other. Which of the two 
had loft or gained moft by this union, 
we fhall leave to the decifion of our 
readers; the female part of whom, may 
pofibly give the advantage to the 
beautiful Danae. But, we believe no 
perion will be fo unpolifhed or ftoical 


as to. deny that they were happy— 
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felices errore fuo—happy in that foft il- 
lufion, which wants nothing but per- 
petual duration, (as the Greek author 
here again exclaims with regret) to. 
become that very happinefs which phi- 
lofophers have fo long fought after in 
vain. 
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CHAPTER IL 


A Vifit from Hippias. 


FER MHANCE had fo ordered it, 
*A © OM that Hippias had been obliged 
\e 82F xf to pafs a few weeks at fome 
-diftance from Smyrna, and that the time 
.of his departure coihcided exactly with 
that, at which the mutual paffion of our 
hero and the fair: Danae had attained its 
greateft height. This circumftance had 
~ deft them entire mafters of an opportuni- 
ty, which they foewell knew how to em- 
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ploy for the purpofes of love and enjoy- 


ment. Not one of Danae’s former admi- 
rers had prefumed to break in upon her 
retirement; and thofe female friends, 
whofe company the ufually frequented, 
were, fortunately, all of them fo deeply 
engaged. in their own affairs, that they 
had no time to concern themfelves about 


any others. Add to this, that fhe com- 


monly made fome ftay in the country, 


andthe general tafte,-which prevailed at 


Smyrna, indulged fuch a freedom in the 
choice of amufements, that a Danae 
(from whom no one could expeét the 
iigour of a veftal) had no reafon to appre- 
hend any very fevere cenfure upon her’s, 


:even if they were known. 


Bur no fooner was Hippias returned 
from his journey, than he made it. his 
firft bufinefs, to inform himfelf in perfon 
of the progrefs-of the plan he had concer- 
ted with Danae, for the converfion of the 


too Platonic Callias. The particular in- 
.timacy, in which he had lived with her 


for 
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for more than ten yeats, gave him the 
privilege of intruding when fhe was not 
vifible to any one elie. He therefore re- 
paired immediately to her country houfe ; 
and here a fingle ghince upon our lovers 
was fufficient to convince him, what an 
improvement they had made in his ab- 
fence. A certain conftraint, a referve, a 
kind of bafhful timidity, which appeared 
highly ridiculous to him, efpecially in a 
pupil of A/pafia, was the firft circumftance 
he remarked in them both. True love 
(as it has been obferved) is as folicitous 
to conceal its happinefs, as that which 1s 
falfe (whether it be the offspring of co- 
quetry or want of amufement) is fond of 
proclaiming its conquefts. But this was 
neither the only nor-the principal motive 
of that referve, which our lovers, not- 


withftanding all their endeavours could 


not conceal from fo fharpfighted an ob- 
‘ferver. A confcioufnefs of the change 
they had undergone, an apprehenfion of 
the ridiculous appearance: it might give 

- E 5 them 
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them i in-the eyes of the Sophift ; a dread 
of that farcaftic raillery, the petulance' of 
which, they expected to break out in 
every glance, in every {mile ; thefe were 
the caufes of that confufion which gave 
to two of the pleafanteft faces in all Ionia 
an air of chagrin, that muft have been 
taken by any one but Hippias for a fign, 
that his company was not agteeable. But 
he was not mifled by appearances, and 
as no man knew the world better than 
himfelf, he feemed to pay fo little atten- 
tion to what was paffing in their minds, 
affumed fo naturally. a negligence, and 
carelefinefs in his addrefs, found fo much 
‘to fay of his journey, and a thoufand 
_ other indifferent things, and contrived to 
give the converfation fo free and lively a 
turn, that they had full fufficient time to 
recover from their embarraffment, and re- 
fume an air of compofure. If Agathon 
found himéfelf by this means fo much re- 
lieved, that he really wifhed he might 
have been deceived in his firft apprehen- 
fions, 
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fions ; the more penetrating Danae was 
however far from fuffering herfelf to be 
deluded by the artifices of the Sophift. 
She knew him too’ welf, not to read his 
inmoft thoughts, faw clearly the necefit- 
ty of coming to an expl nation with him, 
and was only at a lofs how fhe might 
juftify herfelf for having well nigh chane- 
ed her own character, in taking pains to 
form that of Agathon. With thefe thoughts 
was fhe engaged during the hour ufually 
deftined to repofe in the middle of the 
day, and was not yet come to a determi- 
nation with herfelf, how far fhe fhould 
make a confidant of the Sophift, when he 
entered her chamber, and with the frank- 
hefs and familiarity of an old friend, ac- 
quainted her, that what had brought him 
thither fo foon after his return, was the 
defire he had to inform himfelf of the 
fuccefs of their plot. ‘* But I need nor, 
«* added he, feek to heighten the beaute- 
“< ous glow of thefe lovely cheeks by fu- 
“« perfluous. queftions; the happinefs of 
. E 6  Callias 
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Callias, fair Danae, fparkles with too 
‘much vivacity in his eyes, and difplays 
-itfelf in his whole behaviour. Without 


doubt it coft thee much trouble to 


convert him. Is it poffible that he 


fhould deferve it? Trouble? replied 
Danae fmiling, none | affure thee was 


ever more eafy to me, than that of fuffer- 


ing myfelf to be beloved by the moft 
amiable man I ever knew; and this 
indeed was all the trouble !—Not en- 
tirely fo, interrupted Hippias, wouldft 


,thou be as ingenuous as our friendfhip 


requires. While he continued with 


‘ me, it 1s certain he was a ftranger to 


diffimulation ; and the change I now 
find in him, is fo entire and uniform 
throughout his whole perfon, and ren- 
ders him fo totally different from him- 
felf, that even Danae upon whofe lips 
perfuafion dwells, cannot induce me to: 
believe that fuch a metamorphofis could 
be effected imperceptibly. Referve, fair 
Danae, is wfelefs here, effects betray 

a ‘© their 


AGATHON. 85 
<<‘ their caufes: preat operations are proofs 
“¢ of great preparatives; when a Callias is 
‘© brought to fuch a pafs, that he is as 
“© curious and nice in the ornaments of 
“ his perfon, as.if he were the reigning 
‘© favourite of Venus, that he decides. 
“« with the tafte of a Sybarite upon. the 
“ excellence of meats, and the flavour of 
é* wines, that he demands with rapturous 
‘“‘ applaufe a repetition of the moft vo- 
‘< Juptuous ftrains of a melting love-fong, 
“* and receives the cup from the hands 
“© of a young half-naked Cirsafian, with 
as much indifference, as he extends 
“ himfelf upon the downy cufhions of a 
‘© Perfian fopha—this fair Danae, I call 
“a change, which I fhould never have 
“‘ believed any of the immortal Goddefles 
© could have brought about in fo fhort a 
‘¢ time.’ ‘* I do not know, returned 
Danae, with an affected _ inattention, 
** what thou mean’ft by all this: no- 
“ thing can be miore natural than the 
| * change thou doft profefs thylelf fo 
| ‘ ~much 
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much amazed at; and fuppofing. that 
thou haft been miftaken in the opinion 
thou haft formed of Callias, 1s that to 
be imputed to him? If] am to fpeak 
to thee without referve, no two things 
can differ more widely than the defcrip- 


tion thou haft given me of him, and 


what I have found him to be. ‘Fhou 
didft teach me to expect a pedantie 
fool, an object of ridicule, and [ re- 
peat to thee, laugh at me for it as long 


as thou wilt, Alcibiades in the bloom of. 
' youth and beauty was not more capti- 


vating than this Callias, whom thou 
didft introduce to me as a farcical 


compofition of folly and ftupidity. If 


there is any difference between him 
and the moft accomplifhed of thofe, 
for whom through gratitude, tmclina- 
tion or caprice, I have formerly felt a 
tendernefs, it is entirely to his advan- 
tage; it is, that he is more noble, 
more.fincere, more delicate; that he 
is truly a lover: whereas they: loved in 

‘ é¢ me 
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me nothing but themfelves; that my 
pleafure makes him more happy than 
his own; that he unites the moft ele- 
vated generofity and fenfibility of 
heart to a fuperior brilliancy of wit, 
to whatever can give charms to con- 
verfation.”’ 

“ Wuar a torrent of eloquence! cried 
Fippias, {miling like one of the Fauns; 
thou playeft the orator as if thou didft 
think he ftood in need of an advocate. 
with me. But when. have I reprefent- _ 
ed hing in any other light ? Did not I 
defcribe him as worthy of thy love? 
Did not 1 tell thee that he would make 


‘thy Hyacinthus, and. all thofe gawdy 


butterflies infipid and infupportable to.’ 
thee? But a truce to difputes, fair 


Danac. Love, I fee, has been more 
‘induftcions here than was expect- 


ed of him; he fhould only have 
affifted thee in fubduing Calias, but 
the ambttious little Deity has’ piqued 
himfelf oe a nobler triumph, that 


«© of 
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of fubduing thee, the nymph, who, 
till now only fported with. his darts. 
Confefs Danae,—Yes, interrupted the 


earneftly, I do confefs, that I love now, 


as I have never yet loved; all I for- 


-merly called happinefs, fcarcely defer- 


ved the name of exiftence; I confefs 
it, Hippias, and am proud to confefs, 
that I could quit all my poffeffions, all 
the delights of Smyrna, the pretenfions 
to pleafe, the foothings of vanity; nay, 
could throw away a whole world of 
admirers with the fame indifference, as 
I would a nut fhell, might I but live 


with Callias in a thatched cottage, and 


with thefe hands, which would neither 
be too white, nor too delicate for “the 
office, prepare for him at his return 


_ from the field fome milk which, pre- 


fented by me, would tafte more delici- 

oufly, than nectar from the hands of 

Venus.” 

** Ou! that is another cafe,” cried 

Hippias breaking out into aloud lauglf, 
~ which 
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which he could no longer contain, 
“© When Danae can talkin this ftrain, 
“. Fiippias has. no more to fay, but,” 
‘continued he, affuming a more fedate 
countenance ‘indeed, my fair friend, I 
** laugh: unfeafonably ; the affair 1s more 
“ ferious than I apprehended on the firft 
‘* view ; and in good truth, I fear, left 
Callias, as much as he feems.to adore 
thee, fhould not have love enough to 
equal thine.” ’* I will take upon me 
“ to eafe Hippias of that feat,” returned 
Danae with a {neering {mile, which be- 
came her exceedingly ; *¢ that fhall be 
* my care, and I fhould think, that 
Hippias who is {0 great a matter in the 
art of reafoning from effects to caufes, 
“ might be fully fatisfied, that Danae 
“ would not fuffer herfelf to be enfna- 
red, like an innocent girl of fourteen.” 
“¢ Forbid it, Gods of love and pleafure,” 
an{wered Hippias, © that my words fhould 
“admit an unfavourable interpretation. 
ss ie a08 loveft, fair Danae, thou art belov- 

© ed, 
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“ed. Cupid hath never joined a pair 
‘* more worthy to be happy, nor better 
“‘ adapted to give happinefs to each 
*¢ other. Spare not then the pleafures 
“¢ that love hath in ftore-for you! For 
‘‘ ever quaff frefh draughts of extafy 


from his nectareous cup! and may the 


*¢ envied inchantment never ceafe but 
“* with your lives |” | 
ccenneneenenseconnenrtnssunvedsoanetoqneesenasesnnescesecsesssssanstesitetesenys 
CHAP I 
A .Proof of the Talents of a Lover. 


N this friendly and enthufiaftic ftrain 
was the courteous Sophift purfuing his 


hharangue, when gathon entered, and _ 


ptopofed a walk in the garden; where 
he defigned to have the pleafure of fur- 
prifing them with an entertainment - he 
had privately ordered. The propofal was 


agreed to, and after Hippias had viewed — 


a row of new pictures, which had been 
added fo the gallery, they proceeded to 
the 
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the garden. It was laid out in the Per- 
fian tafte; large parterres of flowers, walks 


_fet with high trees, fmall fifh ponds, ar- 


tificial groves, arbours, and grottos were 


intermixed in pleafing irregularity. The 


converfation ftill turned on indifferent 
topicks, which Hippias managed fo art- 
fully, that Agathon without perceiving it, 
was led in a hundred inftances, to betray 
the new bent his imagination had taken. 
In the mean time the fun was near {et- 


- fing, when, at the entrance of a little 


grove of myrtles, and citrons, in the 
forming of which art feemed to have had 
no hand, their ears were faluted with the 
founds of a concealed concert, in which 
the notes of every fpecies of finging birds 
were imitated to perfection, From every 
bough, from every leaf feemed to pro- 
ceed a different ftrain; fo full. was. the 
band, in which the imitation of fimple 
nature in the apparent irregularity of fan- 
ciful warblings, produced the moft de- 
— harmony. The twilight of a 
| moft 
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moft ferene evening, joined to the beau- 
ties of the {pot contributed to give an air 
of inchantment to the fcene. Danae, 
who within a few weeks had acquired a 
tafte for the charms of nature, and the 
pleafures of imagination, unknown to her 


before, beheld her favourite, who affeét-_ 


ed himfelf to be furprifed, with eyes, 
which told him, that nothing but the 


prefence of Hippias hindered her from 


throwing her beauteous arms around his 
neck. At this. inftant a troop of Jittle 


Loves gnd Fauns: fallied unexpectedly 


from the grove; the former lightly clad, 


_ in a floting robe of filver gauze,  inter- 


{perfed with artificial rofes, the latter nak- 
ed, except that a girdle of ivy, interwoven 
with yellow rofes, was thrown round their 
milk-white bodies, and faftened to the 
little gilt horns, which. rofe above their 
jetty curling locks. This infant band of 


Genii advancing towards Danae, ftrewed | 
at her feet the moft beautiful flowers, out- 


of curious bafkets of filigrain, and con- 
| ducted 


call 
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duéted her, dancing, to the middle of 
the grove, where beds of jeffamin, rofes, 
and acacia formed a kind of theatre, with- 
in which was erected an elegant throne for 
the fair Danae, compofed of foliage, and 
garlands of flowers. As foon as fhe was 
feated, the Loves fpread before her a Per- 
fian carpet, while fome of the Fauns were 
employed in placing upon the eround cups 
of gold and chryftal, of varicus forms, 
and exquifite workmanfhip, and others 
with countenances full of grimace, crept 
along, under the weight of fkins filled 
with wine, and fported about the fage 
Hippias as they paffed, with a hundred 
wanton tricks. The Graces, three young 
fitters, whofe budding charms the flight 
veil of gauze which coveréd them, feemed 
tather to expofe, than to conceal, fprung 
fuddenly forward from behind a myrtle 
hedge. “They furrounded their miftrefs, 
and while the firft was weaving a wreath . 
of frefh flowers, to adorn her beauteous 
forehead, the two others on their knees 

prefented 
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prefented to her in golden difhes the 
choiceft fruits, and refrefhments. In the 
mean time the Faunswerecrowning Hippias 
with ivy, and pouring odoriferous effences 
an his. bald pate, and half grey beard. 
Danae joined with him in applauding this 
little entertainment, which exhibited the 
moft amufing {cene in the world ; when 
on a fudden, a foft fymphony of flutes, 
which founded as if it came from the 
fky, attracted their eyes to a new object. 
The Loves, Fauns and Graces in the mean 
time vanifhed, and that part of the grove 
which was oppofite to Danae, opened, 
and difcovered Cxpid fitting on a golden 
' cloud, fupported by Zephyrs, over a bed 
of rofes. An arch fmile which gave a 
fly defigning air to his lovely features, 
feemed to warn all hearts, not to reft {e- 
cure and unfufpecting, of the playful in- 
nocence of this little charming God. He 
fang with a bewitching voice, a ftrain 
exprefiive of his joy, for having at laft 
found a. fit opportunity. to revenge him- 
felf 
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felf on the fair Danae. <* Rival of the 
‘‘ Goddefs my mother, fang he, fhe 
‘* reigns with abfolute fway over all 
“© hearts ; fhe infpires univerfal love 
‘© around.; animated by her eyes, nature 
“© looks up to. her, as to her Goddefs ; 
“© blooms when fhe fmiles, droops and 
‘¢ decays, when fhe withdraws her coun- 
‘© tenance: the altars of Paphos are ne- 
<¢ oleéted, the fighs of lovers are addreft 
“* to her alone: and while her. victorious 
se eyes wound and captivate every heart 
‘< around her, fhe laughs, the haughty 
“‘ fair one laughs at my darts, and with 
** a courage yet unfubdued, defies: that 
‘** power, at which the. immortals trem- 
“* ble; but no longer dhall fhe laugh : 
** this. is the. arrow, ‘the fharpeft of my 
“< quiver, whole point might pierce a 
“© bofom of marble, and make the coldeft 
“ heart melt in the flames of love. 
“ Tremble inconfiderate fair. one! this 
‘‘ inftant fhall avenge. Love and Ve- 
““ nus! Deep fighing fhalt thou rife, like’ . 
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‘© a young doe, that fleeping amone the 
*© rofes, feels. the winged arrow of the 
‘ huntfman; full of anguifh, and de- 
<¢ fpair, fhalt thou ftray in folitary groves, 
“and fitting forlorn upon the barren 
‘© rock fwell the ey rivulet with thy 
“© tears.” 

So fneing with a makcons fmile he 
bent his bow. The arrow was already 
fixt; already was it pointed againft her 
defencelefs bofom: when fuddenly ftart- 
ing back with a loud cry, he broke his 
arrow, threw away his bow, and with a. 
tender anxious countenance flew to the 
beauteous Danae: “* Oh, pardon, God- 
“© defs,” (fang he, embracing her knees 
in'an imploring attitude) ‘* pardon, par- 
“¢ don, beauteous mother, the error of 
“* my eyes! How eafy was my miftake ! 
** 1 took thee for Danae.” 

No fooner had he finifhed thefe words, 
than the Graces, the Loves and the little 
Fauns returned, and clofed the fcene with 
dances and fongs in praife of the incom- 

parable 
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parable fair, who had been im fo flatter- 
ing a manner compared to the goddefs 
of beauty, and of love. This compli- 
ment, which at that time had all the ad- 
vantage of novelty to enhance it, never 
having been retailed, as it hath fince been, 
by fo many modern poets to Daphues and 
Cloes, feemed to give her entire fatisfac- 
tion ; and Hippias with unufual pleafure ~ 
declared, that his young friend had learn- 
ed to make an excellent ufe of his ima- 
sination. ‘¢ I did not think, Callias,” faid 
he to him foftly, clapping him at the 
fame time’ on the fhoulder, ‘* that one 
‘‘ month paffed under the eyes of the 
“ charming Danae, would have cured thee 
“of all prejudices, thou hadft imbibed 
“ againft a fyftem, in which thou art al- 
‘© ready become fo great a mafter.”, © | 

TueE reft of the evening was paft im 
the fame ftile of amufement, till dt laft 
Hippias, who was obliged to return the 
next morning to Smyrna, was conducted 
to bed by the little Fauns in a ftate, which. 
‘Vol. I. F gave 
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gave him more the refemblance of old 
Silenus than of a Sage. | 
Agathon was now extremely impatient 
to learn of Danae, what had been the 
fubject of her private converfation with 
Hippias. One may eafily conceive that 
in her account fhe did not carry her vera- 
city fo far, as to confefs to him the com- 
bination fhe had at firft fuffered herfelf to 
be drawn into by the Sophift; the event 
of which had proved fo widely different 
from the intention of the original plan. 
The fincereft and moft delicate affection: 
doth not preclude a referve of trifling fe- 
erets, in the difcovery of which our felf 
love would nor find its account. She 
contented herfelf, therefore, with faying, 
that -‘Hippias had fpoken much in his 
praife, and had affured her, that he 
found: him much more fprightly, and ac- 
comphfhed than he was before. She 
perceived indeed, that he meaht to infi- 
nuate more than his words exprefled ; 
‘but fhe was as little difpofed to make 
him 


him the confidant of their mutual paffion, 
as fhe was to conceal a fentiment, which 
no one could refufe to the perfonal merits 
of Callias : as tothe reft fhe had imputed 
his vivacity to the effects of time, which 
had weakened the fenfe of his misfortunes, 
and ta the entire freedom he enjoyed at 
her houfe. Agathon was not only made 
eafy by this account, but as his imagi- 
| nation always led him farther than he in- 
| tended, he found himfelf after they had 
difcourfed together for fome time upon 
this fubject, fo refolute, that he deter- 
| mined in cafe Hippias fhould happen at 


} any time to rally him on his friendfhip 
for Danae, to arifwer in the fame tone; a 

| refolution, which (though he might not 
be aware of it) required more effrontery, 


than even a.longer continuance in thofe 
paths, .in which he. was wandering,. 
| could poflibly have given to-an. Avathoa. — 
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CHAP. IIL. 
Convulfive Struggles of reviving Virtue. 


OT many days had paffed after 
the vifit of Hippias, when an en- 


tertainment which it was his cuftom to 
give every year to his friends, afforded 
him an opportunity of fending an invita- 
tion to the beautiful Danae, and her 
lover. As they had no good reafon to 
afign in excufe of their abfence, they 
went on the day appointed, and Agathon 


carried with him a vivacity, which en- 


~ 


couraged him to think himfelf fufficient- 
ly prepared again{t any attacks he might 
expect from the raillery of the Sophitft. 
Hippias had not omitted any thing, that 
could add to the magnificence of his en- 
tertainment; and after the account which 
hath been given in the fecond book, of 
his principles, his manner of living, and 
his wealth, our readers may form to 
themfelves fuch ideas of it as they pleafe; 

nor 
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nor need they be under any apprehenfion. 
that we fhould detain them by any fuper- 
fluous defcriptions, from thofe more im- 
portant objects we have before us. 
Agathon had played the part of a Bel 
efprit fo. well at table, had difplayed his 
raillery in fo keen and lively a manner, 
and had occafionally difcovered the ideas, 
which were then fo evidently predominant 
in his mind, that Hippias could not re- 
frain from expreffing the raptures he felt 
at fuch a change, the firft inftant they 
happened to be alone. . ** IT am overjoyed, 
‘* Callias, faid he to him, to fee that 
“© thou art become one of:us. Thou doft 


« juftify entirely the good opinion I con- 


“© ceived of thee at firft fight.; I always 


‘¢ {aid that fo refined a foul as thine, re- 
quired. only an acquaintance with real 
objeéts, to wean thee with.eafe from 
“*’ thefe. chimeras, to which fome wecks 
<< ago thou didft appear fo zealoufly at- 
tached.”—It happened fortunately for 
the ingenuous Ayathon, that the fudden 

— F 3 entrance 


66 


66 


102. _ The Hiftory of 


entrance of fome of the company relieved: 
him from the neceffity of going on with 
a reply he had begun to ftammer out ; 
but it could not relieve him from that 
uneafinefs which  thefe few words of the 

Sophift had excited in his bofom. 
Whatever pains he took, whatever 
paftimes he beheld around him, were alk 
too weak to remove an embarrafiment 
which was increafed even by the fight of 
the fair Danae. He had no other re- 
fource than to feign a fudden indifpofi- 
tion,' that he might withdraw for fome: 
time from the company, and in a diftant, 
apartment abandon himfelf to reflections 
which now rufhed upon his mind in fuch 
multitudes, that he was at firft deprived 
ef the power of diftinguifhing one from 
another. At laft he recovered fo far, as 
to be capable of giving vent to his op- 
preft heart by the broken effufions of the 
following. foliloquy : “* How—I am over- 
— foyed, that thou art become one of us ?—Is 
it — ?——One of them ?>—Like Hip- 
plas? 
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pias ?—Him, whofe principles, whofe 
life, whofe boafted wifdom but lately in- 
{fpired me with fo much horror ?—And is 
the change fo grofs, as to leave no doubt 
remaining ? Gracious gods ! what is be- 
come of your Agathon ?—Alas ! it is too 
true, that [am no longer myfelf !—How? 
Are not all the objects I meet with in this 
houfe, from which my foul ufed former- 
ly to fhank back with difpuft and de- 
teftation, become now indifferent, or ra- 
ther agreeable to me? Fhefe lafcivious 
pictures,—thefe wanton nymphs,—thefe 
converfations, in which every thing that 
fhould be great and honourable in the 
eftimation of man, 3s placed in a ridicu- 
leus view—this diffipation of time— 
thefe amufements, which coft fo much | 


" trouble in the invention, and are purfued 


fo far beyond the limits prefcribed by na- 
ture.—Heavens ! where am I> What a 
precipice do I find myfelf on the brink 
of—what a dreadful abyfs beneath me— 
Oh! Danae, Danae !—Here he ftopt to 

Faq give 
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give way to. the conciliating influence 
that name, and the inchanting ideas it 
brought with it, fhed upon his felf-tor- 
tured foul; which, with an immediate 


tranfition from ‘grief to joy, ran over all . 


thofe fcenes of love and happinefs, that 
had lately made days appear like mo- 
ments. Tranfported to the utmoft with 
decret delight from this recqllection, it 
could not, or would not longer endure 
the thoughts, that in the enjoyment of 
fo enviable a ftate it had degraded itfelf. 
“© Divine Danae,” cryed out the poor 
lunatic, his frenzy returning upon him 


with redoubled violence, ‘ how can it’ 


‘© be a crime to love the moft perfect of 
“all creatures >? Is it a crime to be 
“ happy ?” 

Love who is very neni ftiled by 
Plato the Prince of Sophifts, led him the 
more eafily to defcant in this ftile, as 
vanity came to its affiftance, and made a 
common caufe of it. For what is more 
unpleafant than to be under a neceffity 

of 
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of condemning one’s felf? And how 
readily do we liften to the voice of 
a paffion which pleads in its own de- 
fence ? How well founded do we think 
every illufion, with which fhe feeks to 
miflead the judgment into a wrong deci- 
fion ? Agathon \iftened fo readily to this 
deceitful apologift, that fhe fucceeded in 
reftoring tranquility to his heart. He 
flattered himfelf, that notwithftanding any 
change in his manner of thinking, which 
he endeavoured to perfuade himfelf was 
a real improvement, the difference be- 
tween -himfelf and Hippias was ftill as 
great as ever. He concealed his foibles, 
under the virtues he thought himfelf pof- 
fefled of ; and at laft comforted himfelf 
with an ideal project of leading -a life 
conformable to his own principles, ima 
gining that his beloved Danae was alrea- 
dy fufficiently prepared, to-receive an im- 
mediate propofal of this kind from him. 
Having pafled near an hour: alone in 
thefe meditations, he returned to’ the 
| ) Fs company 
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company, which was aflembled in a faloon 
in the gardens,. with fo placid a counte- 
nance, that Danae, and even Hippias were 
induced by it to afcribe his former fymp- 

“toms to a tranfitory indifpofition ; here 
amufements followed amufements fo clofe 
upon each other, and thefe fo various, 
that the overburthened mind had not time 
to attend to its own feclings; and the 
whole night, agreeable to the cuftom 
of the country, was paft in revelling 
even to the dawn of day. The prefence 
of the lovely Danae wrofight upon our 
hero with all it’s magic influence, yet 
could not prevent him from falling at 
times into reveries, from which fhe ftrove 
to recover him, the inftgnt fhe perceived 
them. The objects, which had tormerly 
offended his moral fenfe, were too often 
occurring here not to excite, even in 
the midft of fleeting pleafures, with 
which they glided, as it were, over the 
furface of the foul,.a fecret feeling of 
his own abafement, which fpread his 
| cheeks, 
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cheeks with blufhes, the forerunners of 
returning virtue. 2% 
Tuts happened in particular at a pan- 
tomine dance, which Hippias introduced 
fome hours after midnight, in order to 
prevent his guefts, who were moft of 
them inflamed with wine, from falling 
afleep. The female dancer, a beautiful 
girl, who notwithftanding her youth had 
been long dedicated to the myfteries of 
Venus, reprefented the ftory of Leda ; that 
infamous mafter-piece of the fkill of the 
ancients in dancing, as remarkable for 
its obfcenity as its elegance, the effects 
of which Fuvenal gives fo loofe a picture. 
of in one of his fatires, Hippias, and 
mott of his‘ guefts teftified an immoderate 
approbation of the manner in which the . 
female dancer, accompanied with the 
voluptuous modulation of two flutes, had — 
contrived to exhibit the progrefs of this 
lafcivious hiftory, from fcene to fcene 
even to the conclufion, meerly in the fi- 
lent language of action. | 
F 6 “ Nor 
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© Nor the colouring of Zeuxis nor 
“even the lanouage of Homer, cried 
they, could prefent more perfect or 
mote ftriking images than the attitudes 
“of this dancing gil.’ The ladies 
thought it fufficient that they feemed to- 
pay no regard to this exhibition; but 
Agathon could feareely. avoid betraying: 
the difguftful impreffion it made upon 
him, and the inward horror with which 
it filled his breaft. He was even going: 
to fay fomething, which would have been: 
very unfeafonable in that company ; had 
not 2 confeious. glance upon himfelf, and: 
it may be, the fear of being laughed at, 
and. of provoking: the malicious Hippias 
to. a too. galling return, checked his 
tongue in the utterance, and before the 
firft words had: well efcaped, he changed: 
the intended cenfyre into. a conftrained 
applaufe. He could not however reft,, 
till he had perfuaded the beautiful Danae 
to withdraw wich one of her female 
friends, from a company, in which the 

Graces 
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Graces were now afhamed to continue: 


and his choler difcharged itfelf, while 


they were returning home, in a fharp in- 
vective againft the corrupt tafte of the 
Sophift. This tafted till they arrived at 
Danae’s country houfe about day break 3 
where they gave up the time ufually de- 
ftined to the occupations of life, to reco- 
ver nature, wearied out with pleafure, by 
quiet and repafe. 
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CHAP. Iv. 


Dreams are not alevays delufive. 


HE Stoics, that rigid fect of 

Moralifts, whofe extinction. the 
celebrated Montefquicu confiders as. a lofs 
to humanity, among other fingularities, 
hada very high opinion of the nature 
and intent of dreams. They earried it fo 
far, that they gave themfelves the trouble 


of * compadeg = this fubject, works. as 
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volumincus as the learned world has been 
' prefented with in our days, by fome wife 
monks, upon the noble art of trying and 
exorcifing fpirits. ‘They divided dreams 
into feveral kinds, explained their fecret 
meaning, laid down rules for the difcove- 
— ty of it, and did not fcruple pofitively to 
afcribe fome of them, to the influence 
of thofe fpirits, with which they had fo 
abundantly peopled every part of nature. 
In fact, they feem only to have been 
euided ia this point, by the general’ opt- 
nion which has hitherto prevailed among 
all people, and in all ages, and to have 
reduced into the form of a regular fyftem, 
what with their anceftors, was a very 
confufed mixture of tradition, amagina- 
tion, and weaknefs of the human miad. 
Let this be as it will, yet it is certain, 
that our dreams fometimes have fo much 
connection, and fo much gélation to our 
paft and prefent circumftances, though 
always. with a {mall addition of fomething 
marvellous and inexplicable, that_we -are 
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inclined from thofe marks of truth they 
have, to difcover in them fomething my- 
{terious and prophetic. Whether dreams 
of this kind, proceed from the influence 
of fuperior fpirits, or are to be attributed, 
as the Pythagoreans maintain, to a cer- 
tain power. of divination in our foul, 
which is at greater Jiberty to. unfold it. 
felf, when the fenfes are under the domi- 
nion of fleep, we pretend not to deter- 
mine: ingenious folutions we leave tq 
thofe who have made a greater progrefs 
than we have, towards the attainment of 


that happinefs, fo enthufiaftically com: 


mended by Lucretius, which confifts in dif- 
covering the caufes of things. In the mean 
while, we have laid it down as a rule, not 
to defpife the good advice of our nurfes, 
who, at the time we enjoyed the advan, 
tage of their prudent inftruction ufed eaz- 
neftly to caution us, by a long detail of 
family inftances, not to look with indif- 
ference upon the warnings and prefages 
communicated to us by dreams. | 

| Avathon 
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Agathon, having at laft fallen afleep in a 
confufion of perplexed ideas, and in‘an 
agitation of mind, had, this morning a 
dream, which with fome propriety we 
might reckon among thofe trifling caufes 
that are productive of great events. ‘This 
we will relate as we find it in the original, 
and leave our readers to’ judge of it as 
they pleafe. He imagined, that he was 
amufing himfelf in company with nymphs 
and Cupids in the midft of an agreeable 
plain: Danae was one of the number. 
With an inchanting {mile fhe prefented 
him, as Ariadne did to her Bacchus, a cup 
full of neétar, which he quaffed with the 
utmoft delight, fixing his eyes amoroufly 
upon hers. All now began immediately 
to dance about him, and he likewife 
danced; a cloud of agreeable vapours 
around him, feemed to conceal the real 
appearances of things, and a thoufand 
lovely forms played before him, which, 
like bubbles of air vanifhed as foon as 
_ they arofe. In this intoxication he con- 
_ tinued 
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tinued dancing for a confiderable time ; 
till of a fudden the cloud and all the joy- 


-ous band difappeared:: it feemed as if he 
-was juft awakened from a deep fleep; 
and as he opened his eyes he faw himfelf 


on the edge of a fteep rock, under which 
a rapid ftream rolled its. foaming waves. 


On the oppofite border of the river ftood 
-Pfyche dreffed in a robe, white as fnow, 


flowing down to her feet. All alone and 
melancholy the ftood, cafting a look upon 
him, which pierced him to the heart. 
Without a moment’s hefitation he plunged 


-into the river, laboured to reach the op- 
‘pofite fhore, and haftened to throw him- 


felf at her feet. But fhe vanifhed from 
him, like a fhadow, though fhe ftill 
continued vifible. A melancholy gloem 
overfpread. her countenance, and fhe 


pointed with her right hand to a diftant 


{pot, where he feemed clearly to. diftin- 
guifh the golden turtets and facred groves 
of the temple of Delphos. At this fight, 
tears trickled down his cheeks; agitated 
with ot ee fenfations, .and in a 
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fupplicating pofture, he ftretched out his 
arms towards his beloved Pfyche, but fhe 
fied haftily away from him, to a ftatue 
of virtue, which ftood in majeftic fecuri- 
ty on a fixed pedeftal, alone, and uninjur- 
ed by time amidft the ruins of a decayed 
temple.. P/yche embraced this ftatue, caft 


another piercing look at him, and difap-. 


peared, - Racked with defpair he attemp- 
ted to follow her, when he fuddenly fank 
into a deep marfhy ground; and the 
efforts he made to, extricate himfelf, were 
{n violent, that he awoke. _ | 

A flood of tears, in which his burfting 
heart broke forth, was the firft effect of 
the deep impreffion which this fingular 
dream had made; for though he was 
now awake, yet was his foul ftlk totally 
abforbed in it. He wept violently and 
for a confiderable time. O! Pfyche! 
_ Pfyche ! exclaimed he, from time to time, 
while he rung his hands, and ftretched his 
arms Out.as it were towards her image ;—~ 
and then another flood of tears ftreamed 


from his fwoln.eyes. . Where am I? exe 
claimed 
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claimed he again, and looking around 
him, as if he were aftonifhed at finding 
himfelf reclined on fo foft a bed, ina 
chamber hung round with Perfian tapef- 
try, and glittering with a thoufand pre- 
cious ornaments; O P/yche,—What is 
become of thy Agathon ? — Unfortunate 
day, when I was torn from thy arms by 


-cruel Pirates !—Amidft fuch thoughts 


and exclamations he arofe, walked to and 
fro in violent emotions, threw himfelf 
again en the couch, and remained a long 
while ftupefied, with his eyes immoveably 
fixed on the pround, as if loft in thought. 
At laft he came to himfelf, arofe and went 
down into the garden ; where in the moft 
folitary part of the grove, he hoped to 
find that quiet which was neceflary . for 
him to reflect upon his dream, his pre- 
fent fituation, and the refolution he had 


. to. take. Among the various images, 


which the dream had left upon his mind, 
none ‘affe@ed him fo ftrongly, as that 
where Pfyche,: with a ferious countenance, 


| ponte to the temple .and groves of 
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Delphos—that facred fpot, where they had 
firft {een each other, where they had fo 
often fworn eternal conftancy, ‘where 
they had loved each other with as pure 
and virtuous an affection, | 
As in Olympus high th’ immortal fpirits love. 

THESE objects had fomething fo af- 
fe€ting in them, and the anguifh with 
which they penetrated him was fo much 
relieved by the lively remembrance of 
his former happinefs, that he- felt a 
kind of pleafure in giving way to that 
foft melanchely that had taken pof- 
feffion of his foul. He compared his 
prefent fituation with that happy peace 
of mind, with that agreeable ferenity of 
foul, with that. temperate and innocent 
joy, which, according to his opmion had 
engaged the, approbation of the 1mmor- 
tals. Inftead of purfuing this comparifon 
with impartiality, he gave himfelf up 
infénfibly to the incitements of his heated 
imagination; fo that it only appeared tg 
him, as if his foul was again langusfhing 
for that Elyfian tranquillity, as for its na- 
- tive 
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tive element. If this were nothing more 
than enthufiafm, he exclaimed with a figh, 
if thefe were only mere dreams, in which 
my foul, almoft freed from terreftrial in- 
cumbrances, indulged itfelf.—What a 
delightful enthufiafm! and how much 
more happy did thefe dreams make me, 
than thofe riotous joys, which hurry away 
the fenfes in a torrent of pleafure, and 
when they are paft, leave nothing be- 
hind, but fhame and remorfe; and a me- 
jancholy void in the unfatisfied mind ! 

Our readers may, perhaps, confider 
what paffed in our hero’s mind at that 
time, as a good omen of his return to 
virtue. But, we muft confefs with re- 
pret, that another foul manifefted itfelf 
within him, which, whether it were the 
voice of nature, or that of paffion, or 
the effect of both thefe united, foon de- 
ftroyed the influence of thefe virtuous 
fentiments ; and without offénce to his 
felf-love, reconciled him again to him- 
felf, and to his prefent fituation. 

From the vivacity, indeed, which mark- 
oS ed 
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ed all the ideas and peffions of this fin- 
gular man, itis fcarce poffible, that the 
extraordinary tranfport we left him in 
fhould have continued for any length of 
time. The force of his’ fenfibility re- 
coiled updn itfelf;. his imagination, in 
fuch .inftances, ufed to advance directly 
forwards, till unable to proceed farther, 
it was obliged to return, He began now 
to perfuade himfelf' that his uneafinefs. 
arofe more from enthufiafm, than reality 
and found’ reafon; on a clofer examina- 
tion, he jmagined, that his affection for 
Danae was entirely juftified by the per- 
tection of the object; and as much as 
the happinefs of his life at Deiphos,..and 
the innocent joys of his firft -yet: inex- 
perienced love had juft before appeared 
preferable to him; fo he now found them 
as infipid in comparifon with thofe-he 
had: experienced'in the arms of the beau- 
tiful Danae. ‘The, bare: recollection of 
this happinefs fet him all on fire, and 
filled his foul with rapture; and his 
injaginatjon, ftretched to the utmoft, fank 
| under 
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under the efforts it made to find out a 
more perfect happinefs. - 

. However lovely Pfyche might be, fhe 
feemed now to have been deftined for 
nothing, but to awaken the fenfibility of 
his heart, in order to make him capable 
of diftinguifhing the fuperior merit of the 
mcomparable Dauae. He -confidered ‘it 
as a relapfe into his former enthufiafm, 
that he had fuffered himfelf to be thrown 
into fuch violent agitations by a dream, 
which, notwithftanding the fingular cir- 
cumftances that attended’ it, could not 
be looked upon as any thing more than 
the fportive working of the fancy. The 


only thought that ftill troubled him, was 


the confcioufnefs of his infidelity to P/che, 
whom he had once fo fondly loved, and 
who had returned his affection with fo 
much tendernefs. But the impoffibility 
of not being overcome by the irrefiftible 
Danae, a point, which he thought him- 


_ felf as fully convinced of, :as of ‘his own 


exiftence; his defpair of ever feeing Pfiche 
again, which without farther confidera- 
-- : tion 


” 
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tion he took for granted; both thefe cir~ 
cumftances feemed to carry great weight 
with them in clearing him from that re- 
proach ; and in order to get entirely rid 
of his remorfe, he at laft concluded with 
fuppofing, that his connection with P/yche 
was the love of a brother and fifter, a 
mere affection of their fouls, rather than 
that, which in his particular opinion was 
properly to be called love, This fuppo- 


fition, after comparing the different cha- 


racters and fymptoms of thefe two kinds . 
of love, appeared to him an inconteftible 
fact. Thefe ideas, efpecially in a place, 
where every fhady bower, every flow- 
ery bank, and every grotto, had been 
witnefs of the happinefs he had enjoyed, 
rofe gradually to fuch a pitch, that they 
reftored a kind of tranquillity to his 
mind; if the deception of a lunatic, who 
in the height of his fever thinks himfelf 
in ‘perfect health, can deferve the name. 
of tranquillity. They could not, how-. 
ever, entirely banith the impreffion of. 
forrow and melancholy, which ftill re-. 

mained 
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miained upon his mind during the wholé 
day. The images of Pfyche and of vir- 
tue, which’ he had long been ufed to 
blend together, prefented themfelves per- 
petually before him. In vain did he 


feek to banifh them by diffipation ; they 


interrupted him in his ferious purfuits, 
and difquieted him in the midft of his 
amufements. He exerted all his efforts 
to diminifh their influence; haplefs mor- 
tal! and yet was he not aware, that even 
thefe very efforts were a convincing proof, 
that his conduct was not fo proper, as 
he would fain have perfuaded himfelf 
it was. | 


CHAP. VY. 
A great flep towards a Cataftrepie. 


b4 NAE was too tenderly attached 
to our hero not to obferve the filent 


_ gtief which fpread a melancholy, though 


a pleafing gloom, over his beautiful coun- 
tenance; and for that reafon fhe was afraid 
‘Vor. TT. G of 
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of inquiring too foon into the reafons 


of'a change fo unexpected. ' It was evi- 


dent, that his heart was ill at eafe; but 


with all the penetration peculiar to love, . 


fhe could not form any fatisfaCtory con- 


jecture of the caufe of his affliction. She 


_at fwft imagined, that he might have 
taken offence at fome raillery of the fo- 
phift’s malicioufly carried too far. But 


nothing Hippias could have faid, appeared * 


to her fufficient to have affected him fo 


deeply, as fhe thought he feemed to be © 


on this occafion. The intereft of her 
own heart foon fuggefted another reflec- 
tion, which fhe probably would not have 
"made, if her love had not triumphed over 


her vanity ; vanity, which with moft hand- 
fome women is the true fource of what | 


they would impofe ‘upon us for love. 
What, if his love fhould begin to cool, 
faid the to herfelf ?—Hleavens ! if that be 


poflible, he foon will ceafe entirely to” 
love me.—This thought was too fhock- 


ing to a heart fo deeply engaged, to be 
eafily got rid of.—How diffident is true 


love! 


ee 
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love !~—She, who was ufed to perceive in 
all eyes the effects of her all-conquering 
charms ; fhe, who had never met with one, 


-among the moft perfect of her fex, ca- 
,pable for a moment of difturbing the 


pleafing confcioufnefs of her own fupe- 
riority ;—in a word,—Danae—began to 
afk of herfelf with trembling anxiety 
whether fhe was amiable enough to pre- 
ferve the affections of fuch an extraordi- 
nary man. Though her vanity fet her 
heart at reft on the fcore of her perfonal 


‘merit, yet was fhe not without appre- 


henfions, that the fingularity of his way 
of thinking, or the exceffive delicacy of 
his feelings might have been hurt by 
fomething in her behaviour. Had fhe 
not given him too many proofs of her 
affection ? Should fhe not have yielded 
to him with greater reluctance, and made ° 
him more fenfible of the difficulty of his 
conqueft ? Was it prudent to let him per- 
ceive all the force of her paffion, or to truit 
to the entire furrender of her own heart, 
for iii pofleffion of his ?—~Thefe 
, G 2 queftions 
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queftions were not refined, yet were they. 
not fo eafily folved, as many good girls. 
_ may imagine, to whom etetnal conftancy. 
has been fworn, and who make it the 
leaft of their cares, to doubt the veracity 
_ of fuch profefions. The charming Danae 
was fully fenfible of all their-importance ; 
and all fhe could fay to herfelf on this. 
point, was not fufficient to fatisfy: her. 
She. therefore thought proper to watch. 


fame convenient moment for clearing up. 


all her doubts; thoroughly.convineed at 
the fame time, that whenever fhe. had 
difcovered the mifchief; fhe fhould find: 
expedients enough to. remedy it, from. 
whatever caufe it'might proceed. Aga-. 
thon. did not, fail:of giving her. the. op-- 
. portunity. fhe withed for, the. fame.day. 
Melancholy and affliction. gradually. 
enervate the foul, and lay it open. to. eve-- 
ry foft:and tender emotion. This. 1s -fo. 
true, that no other caufe can. be afligned - 
for many love matches we frequently fee. 
A lover. lofes the. object: he. adored ; he - | 
pours. forth . his complaints ‘into. the. be~ | 
fom 
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fom of a female friend, to whofe charms 
he had hitherto been perfectly indifferent. 
—She pities him; he finds himfelf re- 
~ eved by the liberty he has of venting 
his complaints without interruption ; and 
the lady is pleafed with having an op-— 
_ portunity of fhewing the goodnefs of her 
heart: her compaffion affects him, and 


' ‘excites his attention. As foon as a wo- 


man begins to intereft us, we immediate- 
ly difcover charms in her. The fenfa- 
tions which fuch a couple as we have de- 
{cribed expertence, are favourable to love; 
they add graces tothe lady, and fafcinate 
the eyes of the friend. Befides this, grief 
naturally feeks diffipation, and 1s inclined 
to attach itfelf to every thing, from which 
at expects comfort and relief. A con- 
fufed prefage of new pleafures; the view 
of the object, which'can beftow them ; 
the favourable difpofition of mind in 
which that is prefented; on the one 
hand, vanity, the principal fpring of the 
female heart; the fatisfaction of tri- 

| G 3 umphing 
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umphing over a rival, if the being 


thought worthy of fupplying” her lofs, 


can be called fo; on the other hand, the 
defire of obliterating even the recollection 
of her; perhaps alfo the benevolence of 
human nature, and the pleafure of mak- 
ing another perfon happy~Thefe are 


fo many circumftances confpiring to 


change imperceptibly a friend into a 
_lever, and a confidant into the heroine 


oof a modern romance. =~ 


Agathon was in fuch a kind of difpof 
tion, when Danae, who had been inform- 
ed, that he had paffed the whole evening 
in the moft folitary part of the garden, 
could no longer refrain from going to 
meet him. She found him half reclined 
.With his head on a green bank, and fo 


loft in his own idea, that fhe ftood fome — 


time, oppofite to him, before he faw her. 
Thou art. melancholy, Callias, {aid fhe 
at length with a foothing voice, while 
fhe fixed her eyes, full of tendernefs and 


love, upon him. CanI be melancholy, 
while 
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while I behold thee? replied Agathon, 
with a figh, which feemed to anfwer his 
own queftion. Danae returned no an- 
fwer to this obliging compliment; but 
continued filently looking at him, with a 
countenance full of fenfibility, and tears 
ftarting frem her éyes. He raifed himfelf 
“up, and ford while beheld her with an 
earneftnefs, as if he would penetrate into 
her inmoft foul. -Their looks feemed © 
mutually to communicate the feelings of 
their hearts. ‘* Doft thou love me Danae ?” 
. faid Agathon at length, in a voice faulter- 
ing with tendernefs and forrow, while he 
threw his arms about her, and continued 
- looking at her with eyes full of tears. She 
. remained filent for fome'time. “ Do I love 
. thee ?”——This was all fhe could fay ; but 
the expreffion, the manner in which fhe 
faid it, could not have been equalled by 
all the eloquence of Demofthenes. ‘* Oh 
Danae! replied Agathon, 1 queftion not — 
becaufe I doubt—Can I too often -receive 
from. thy lovely lips an affurance, on 

G 4 | which 
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which the happinefs of my whole life de- 
pends ?—If thou didft not love me? If 
thou couldft ceafeto love me ?”—S* What 
a thought, my deareft Callas, | interrupted 
fhe; how wretched fhould I be, if thefe 
were really thy fentiments—If: thy heart 
tald thee that love like our’s‘coyld ever 

ceafe ?”—A figh half ftifled: was all the an- 
* {wer he could make. Thou art melan- 
choly, Callias, continued fhe; a fecret 
etief difcovers itfelf in all thy features.— 
‘Thou doft not conceive, no, thou doft 
not conceive, what I fuffer, while I fee 
thee in affliction without knowing the 
caufe. If my fortune, if my love, if my 
life itfelf can remove thy anxiety, O my 
beloved! delay not one inftant to difclofe 
thy innermoft thoughts.”—The expreffi- 
on, the look, the manner, the voice, with 
which this was delivered, affected the 
fenfibility of Agathon with fpeechlefs rap- 
ture. He threw his arms about her, 
prefled her to his agitated breaft, while 


tears 
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tears were for a long time the only ex- 
preffions of his love.- 

Nothing is fo foon communicated as 
the tendernefs of a foul overflowing with 
fentimental feelings. , Danae, though ig- 
norant of the caufe of all thefe emotions, 
_ was fo much affected with the fituation, 
in which fhe faw her lover, that fhe was 
as filent as himfelf, and mixed her fym- 
pathetic tears with his. This fcene, 
which cannot be fo interefting to indiffe- 
tent readers, ds it was to our lovers, la- 
{tect a coffiderable time. At length Agathon 
tecovered himfelf, and {aid in one of thofe 
tender effufions of the foul reflection has 
nothing to do with, and which ferve only 
to relreve the fulnefs of the heart, I love 
thee too well, incomparable Danae, and 
am too fenfible, that I cannot fufficiently 
love thee to conceal from thee any long- 
er who this Callas is, whom without 
_knowing him, thou haft efteemed wor- 
thy of thy heart. I will difcover to. thee 
the fecret of my name, and the whole 
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-hiftory of my life, as‘far -back as I can 
recolleét it; and when thou fhalt be: in- 
formed of all—I know it, to fo noble a 
foul as thine I may venture to difcover 
every thing—Then wilt thou readily find, 
that the flighteft poffibility of lofing thy 
affection is fufficient to make me wretch- 
ed.” Danae was furprized, as may eafily 
be imagined, at a declaration fo unexpec- 
ted; fhe confidered our hero with as 
much attention, as if fhe had never feen 
him before; and wondered within herfelf 
that fhe had not long fince perceived, 
that there was much more concealed in 
the character of her lover, than fhe had 
been led to conjecture from the accounts, 
‘of Hippias, and the circumftances of their 
firft acquaintance. She thanked him in the 
tendereft manner for this mark of a com- 
plete-cpnfidence he intended to give her, 
and after fhe had confirmed her gratitude . 
“by fome previous carefles, Agathon began 
the following narrative. 
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CH AP TER I 
‘The early Part of Agathon’s Life. 


82474 WAS in the eighteenth year of 
= I F my age before I knew to whom 
ey Ya) wf I owed my exiftence. Edu- 
cated from my earlieft infancy in the tem- 
ple of Delphos, I infenfibly adopted thofe 
ideas of the Priefts of Apollo, which it is 
natural for young people to imbibe of the 
perfons who fuperintend the early part of 
their education. They arrayed me when 
acchild in the facred veft, which diftin- 
. G 6 — guifhes - 
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guifhes the young votaries of the Deity — 
from the flaves of the Priefts; and I was 
initiated in the fervice of the temple to 

which I was deftined. . 

TuoseE, who have been at Delphos, will 
‘not wonder, that a youth of fenfibility, 
educated there from his infancy, fhould | 
imperceptibly acquire fuch a turn of mind, 
as muft diftinguith him from the genera-- 
lity of mankind. Befides the peculiar fa- 
crednefs which antient fuperftition, and 
the fuppofed prefence of the Pythian God 
have impreffed on all the country about 
Delphos, there is not a fingle place within © 
the diftri€ of the temple, which does not 
prefent fome awful, or ftriking object, or 
which is not confecrated by the memory 
of fome miracle. 

As my eyes were. cf accuftomed ta 
the view of fo many wonderful things, fa 
was the relation of furprifing events, the 
firft verbal infirudtion I received from my; 
- tators.. This was the kind of knowledge 
L ftood in need of, fince it was intended to. 

7 | be 
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bea part of my office to point out to ftran- 
gers, who reforted in great multitudes to 
the temple, the paintings, fculptures, and 
images ; and the inexoreffible richnefs of 
the prefents with which the chambers and 
domes were embetlifhed. 

THERE is, perhaps, nothing fo dazzling 
to unexperienced eyes, as the view of a 
treafury filled with gold, filver, jewels, - 
pearls, ivory and other valuable curiofi- 
ties, which had been accumulated by fo 
many crowned heads, cities, and wealthy 


individuals, through a feries of ages. 


To me, to whom this fight was fami- 
lidgr, the modeft ftatue of a Solon was 
more delightful than all thefe glittering 
pageants of fuperftitious devotion ; which 
I foon treated with the fame contempt, 26 
a lad does the toys and play things that 
pleafed him in his infancy. As yet un- 
able to form any juft idea of the merit 
and real excellence of the deified heroes, T 
frequently ftood before their images, and, _ 
while I viewed them with attention, I 

felt 
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felt my heart actuated with emotions of — 
refpect and admiration for their virtues ; 
emotions, which none but my. internal 
feelings could account for.. The images 
of the :feveral Deities, by which our an- 
ceftors perfonified thofe powers, under 
whofe influence nature is preferved, and’ 
reprefented the. various perfeétions of the 
~ human underftanding,. and. the virtues of 
focial life, made a ftill {tronger impreffion 
upon my imagination. With fuch ob- 
jects I was. conftantly furrounded, both 
in the temple, and in the groves of Del- — 
phos. From the powerful effects of thefe 
feenes upon my fancy at that time, I: 
have been fince led to refleét how much 
the fine arts contribute to. form the man- 
ners ;. and: how wifely the Grecian Priefts 
acted, im deifying the Mufes and the 
Graces, ‘whofe favourites had rendered - 
them fuch important fervices. The true 
interefts of religion, fo far as the particu- 
lar charge of the priefthood extends, 
feem to depend on the force of impref- 

| “@ = fions, 
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fions, which are given us at an age, when 


-we ate incapable of examining things by 


the ftandard of reafon. If, from our in- 
fancy, the foul was left without any. no- 
tions of the Gods and their worfhip ; if, 
inftead of the uncertain and vague, but 
yet -lively ideas, which we acquire of fu- 
pernatural objects by fables, and mira- 
culous ftories, or in a more advanced age, 
by the influence of mufic, and the fine 
arts; if, inftead of thefe, the foul was 
ftampt with the unerring impreffions of 
nature, and the principles of reafon.alone, 
we may readily fuppofe, that it would 
have been more difficult for fuperftition 
to triumph over reafon, than it is even _ 
for reafon to get the better of fupertti- 
tion, in fuch a fituation as men generally 
find themfelves when once: it has. ta- 


. ken poffeffion of the mind. Superftition 


has no advantage over reafon, except 
what it derives from its earlier admiffion 
into the heart. But how eafily is the un- 
informed mind wrought upon, when all 

thefe 
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thefe inchanting arts, which even in imi- 
tation feem to furpafs nature herfelf, ex- 
ert their united efforts to furprife, and 
captivate the fenfes. How natural muft 
it be for any one to believe in the divi- 
nity of pollo, or even to perfuade him- 
felf, that he is fenfible of his prefence - 
and influence, when he has been brought 
up in a temple, whofe firft afpect pro- 
chaims the workmanfhip, and habitation 
of a God ? How natural muft it be for 
any one accuftomed to behold the pollo 
of Phidias, to attribute the excellence of 
that more than human performance, founi- 
verfally. admired, rather to the divinity of 
the object, . than to the plaftic genius of 
the mcomparable artift ? 

So far as I know of the nature of our 
fouls, it appears to me, that when her 
powers are unfolded to a eertain degree, 
fhe gradually acquires an idea of fome-: 
thing beautiful, which infenfibly regulates 
eur tafte and judement, and becomes the 


- model, after which our imagination 


fecms. 
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' feems.to paint the feveral images of what 
we call great, excellent, and fublime. 
“This idea of the beautiful, as far as I can 
_ judge from experience and more extenfive 
obfervation, is framed from the nature 
and conneétion of the objeéts, which are — 

 prefented.to us-in the earlieft part of our 

lives. | Oo | 
Hence it follows, and experience 
confirms the truth of the remark, that 
there muft be as much variation in 
the thoughts and opinions of men, as 
there is in the mode of their education, 
and their fituations im life. Hence the 
heroic fpirit of the Spartan, the polite- 
nefs of the Athenian, the pompous pride 
’ of the Afiaties ¢ hence the poet is held in 
contempt by the mathematician, end the 
{cheming merchant defpifes the fpecula- 
tions of the philofopher as ufelefs, be- 
eaufe they cannot, like his own, be con- | 
verted into Darics. ence the grofs 
ideas of the mere mechanic confined to 
material objects, the boiftrous roughnefs 
of 
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of the failor, the mechanical infenfibility 


_of the foldier, and the fimple cunning of ' 
_the peafant. In fhort, beautiful Dazae, 


hence arifes that enthufiafm, with. which 
the wife Hippias reproaches thy Callias : 


an enthufiafm, which I may perhaps 


confider in a lefs exalted light, fince I 
think I have difcovered the true fource of 
it; but which I neverthelefs look upon: — 
as that kind of difpofition of the foul,. 
which, under proper reftrictions, is of 
all others the beft calculated to make us. 
happy. | 

Tuus furrounded with objedts tran- 
fcending human nature, and which at the 


fame time were in themfelves.imaginary,. 


you will eafily conceive, beauteous Da- 


. nae, that my ideas. became fo exceedingly 


abftracted, and fo highly elevated, that 


whatever I really faw in.a more advanced. 


age, fell infinitely fhort of the expecta-- 
tions raifed by the luxuriancy. of my. fancy.. 
Such.was the fituation of my mind, .when.. 
one of the Priefts of Delphos, whofe.views. 
were: 
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_were then unknown te me, undertook to 
initiate me in the myfteries of the Orphean 
philofophy. This was the only philofa- 
phy in efteem among our Priefts, as it 
{eemed to be fupported by reafon, and — 
to fix our faith, upon the immoveable 
authority of which it depends, on afirmer 
foundation, than the traditionary eon 
and fables of the poets. 

NotHINnc can be equal to the extafy 
with which I was tranfported, when this 
Egyptian Prieft, who was inftructed in all 
the fecret mythology of his nation, led 
me into the region of {pirits, at a time 
too, when the moft fublime images of . 
Homer and Pindar had no longer any 
charms for me, he opened to my view,- 
_ in the midft of this material globe, a new 
world filled with more immortal beauties, 
and inhabited by divinities of a pope 
order. 

_ Iwas. juft arrived at that age, when 
waking from the irkfome dreams. of 
eee we begin to think ourfelves. 

| > fenfible 
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fenfible of our own exiftence. ‘We then 
furvey the world around us with eyes of 
-aftonifhment ; our curiofity is excited to 
inquire into the properties of our own. 
nature, and we are defirous of becoming 
acquainted with the fpot on which we 
find ourfelves placed without our concur- 
rence. How delightful then at fuch an 
age is that philofophy, which, while it 
fatisfies our thirft after knowledge, in- 
dulges that propenfity to the marvellous, 
and that indolent levity pecuhar to youth! 
A philofophy, which anfwers ‘all our 
queftions, clears up all paradoxes, and 
folves all problems !_ A philofophy, which 
fympathtfes ‘more immediately with the 
watin enthufiaftic heart of a youn nran, 
fince it banifhes every thing lifelefs and - 
manimate from -the fyftem of nature, 
peoples every atom of the creation with 
living {piritual beings, and fills up every 
point of time with myfterious circum- 
fiances, and important tranfaétions, whofe 
completion. is referved for future ages! A 
philofophy, 
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philoféphy, which reprefents the creation: 
as infinite as the creator, which exhibits. 


order and majefty even. in the apparent- 


irregularity of nature, an immutable plan: 
in the government of the moral world, , 
and one invariable rule in the difpofition . 
of the numberlefs. claffes of beings of 
every kind! A philofophy, which de- 
monftrates an-univerfal law in the com- 


plicated motions. of all bodies, which . 


points out in our fouls a: future deity, 


which, in the diffolution: of our body, 


foretelis its return to its orginal perfec-: 


tion, and difcovers: bright profpects: of 
unbounded +happinefs in the dark abyfs of 


futurity !—Such a fyftem as this.is in ite - 
felf too excellent, too flattering to human - 
pride, and tao-well accommodated to our - 
moft- fecret :-wifhes, and our moft leading - 
inclinations; not to :imprefs: the mind: at: 
firft. view with the perfuafion.of its truth ; | 


efpecially. at an: age, when:.every. thmg: 


great and. ftriking . exerts fo: powerful. an - 


influence over us. In this. cafe, mere- 
probabilities 
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probabilities and witfhes become proofs of 
the ftrongeft kind; for while in the con- 
templation of nature alone, we behold fo 
much majefty and divine myftery, is it 
poffible that our thoughts fhould-be too 
highly elevated ? | 

Anp fhall I ownto you, charming 
Danae, fince happy experience has taught 
meto diftinguifh what is wild and fanci- 
ful in this kind of philofophy, I feel a 
power within me,. which diffipates all my 
doubts, and perfuades me, that the con- 
formity it bears to our nobleft feelings, is | 
to be confidered as the genuine mark of 
truth. Even in thofe dreams of the 
fancy, which appear fo exttavagant to 
men, whofe ideas are confined to material 
objects, I difcover more reality, more 
abfolute fatisfaction, and more powerful — 
incentives to the foul; a more plentiful 
fource of joy and tranquility, and a more 
folid foundation of true happinefs, than 
in all the pleafures we derive from the 
fenfes. But.I forget that my defign was - 
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to give you the hiftory of my mind, and 
not to juftify my manner of thinking. I 
will only add, that the opinions of. the 
Orphean and Pythagorean philofophy con- 
cerning the Gods, nature, the foul, vir- 
tue, and the fupreme good, took entire 
poffefion of my underftanding. My = 
ideas were totally regulated by thefe prin- 
ciples, which influenced all my defires ; 
the whole caft of my conduct, and my 
future views in life, were planned in 


conformity to thefe maxims, which con- 


tinually engaged my attention. 


CHAP. IL 


En animam &8 mentem cum qua Di notte 
loquantur ! 


HE Prieft, who had undertaken | 
to be my tutor, expreffed great 


fatisfadtion on obferving the uncommon 


pleafure I took in liftening to the fublime 


Jeflons he taught me. He omitted no- 
thing that might raife my enthufiafm to 


fuch 
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fuch.a pitch,. as according to his opinion. - 
niuft neceflarily fit me for implicit faith, - 
and univerfal fuffering. I was too young 
and ingenuous. to entertain the leaft mif- 
truft of his intentions in the pains he took. 
with me, which in the. integrity of my 
own heart, I imputed to the nobleft mo- 
tives. He. had concerted his meafures: - 
with fo much precaution, that of my own 
accord I was unavoidably led into a con- 
fideration of. this queftion, whether, even: 
in this life it might not be poffible to com- 
mune with .fpirits- of: a: fuperior. order’? 
This idea had engrofled my private 
thoughts for fome time. I was ready 
enough to perfuade. miyfelf of the poffi- 
bility of what I wifhed for with the great- 
eft earneftnefs ; and the hiltory of the firft 
ages feemed to confirm my expectations. 
The Gods had revealed themfelves to 
mankind, fometimes in dreams, and fome- 
times by apparitions ; and particular per- 
fons had been happy enough to become’ 
their favourites. Ganymede, Endymion, and. 
| feveral 
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feveral others occurred to me as having 
been beloved by fome Deity. I inter- 
preted what is faid of them by the poets, 
in amanner fuitable to the fublime ideas I 
had conceived of fuperior beings. The 
brightnefs and purity of the foul, the — 
renouncing of all fenfual-objets, and the 
love of immoftality and eternity appeared 
to me, to be the virtues that had rendered 
thefe mortals acceptable to the Gods, and 
fitted them for their fuperior converfe. 
At laft I imparted to Theogiton, (for that 
was the name of the Prieft) thefe notions 
which I had long kept to myfelf. He deli- 
vered himfelf upon the fubject in fuch a 
mianner, as rather to incite than fatisfy 
my curiofity. He hinted to me, that thefe 
were myfteries he had fome fcruples of 
trufting to my youth. He informed © 
me however, that there could be no 
doubt of the poffibility of the thing, 
and perfectly charmed me with the 
picture he drew of the happinefs of 
thofe, who were found worthy to be ad- 
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mitted into particular converfe with the 
Gods. The myfterious air he aflumed, 
when I inquired how that happinefs was 
to be attained, induced me to take the 
refolution of waiting till of his own accord 
he fhould think proper to explain himfelf 
more clearly. He difappointed my ex- 
pectations, but took fo many opportuni- 
ties of inflaming my curiofity already ex- 
cited, that I could no longer refrain from 
propofing new queftions to him. At 
length he conducted me one day into 
the utmoft recefs of the grove confecrated 
to Apollo; he led me to a grotto which 
according to an opinion received from 
antient times among the inhabitants of 
the country, 1s fuppofed to have been the 
refidence of the Nymphs. Their ftatues, 
‘carved in Cyprefs, and placed in niches 
furrounded with fhell-work, ornamented 
the inner part of. the grotto. 

Here he feated me on a moffy bank ; 
and after a preliminary difcourfe, calcula- 
ted to raife my expectations, he began to 

unfold 


unfold to me, as he faid, the holy myftery 
of the philofophy of Hermes, and Orpheus. 
Numberlefs religious ablutions, a long 
feries of prayers, frequent.offerings of in- 
cenfe, and other myfterious ceremonies, 
- preceded his inftructions. Thefe ceremo- 
nies, faid he, are neceflary to prepare the 
foul, ftill confined in earthly fetters, for 
the contemplation of celeftial fpirits. Our 
frail mortal body could not fuftain the full- 
nefs of divine perfection, but would ra- 
ther, as the poets have given us to under- 
ftand by the ftory of Semele, be entirely 
confumed and annihilated by it, if it’s 
Juftre was not diminifhed by a kind of 
corporeal veil. This is the manner, in 
which the benevolent Gods condefcend to 
accommodate themfelves to the frailty 
of nature, and by this diminution of their 
glory prepare us gradually for beholding 
them embodied and in their effential forms. 
I was fimple enough to believe all thefe 
pretended myfteries to be real. I liftened 
to the folemn Yheogiton with a religious 
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awe, and improved fo much by his in- 
ftructions, that I could think of nothing 
elfe, day or night, but of thofe extraor- 
dinary fcenes, to the fight of which I was 
fo foon to be adinitted. 

JupcE, my fair one, whether my ima- 
gination could poffibly remiain inactive 
during this interval ; there would be no 
end to my narrative, were I to defcribe 
all that paffed within me at that time ; 
with what magic inchantment I was fome- 
- times tranfported in my dreams, into thofe 
happy iflands, of which Pindar has given 
fo magnificent a defcription ; fometimes 
I partook of the banquets of the Gods, 
or wandered 1n the Elyfian vales, the abode 
of blefféd {pitits. | 

However paradoxical it may appear, 
it is undoubtedly certain, that the powers 
of the imagination far exceed all that na- 
ture prefents to our fenfes. Imagination 
has a luftre brighter than that of the fun ; 
fhe has fomething more attracting than all 
the incenfe of the breathing fpring, to 

charm 
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charm our internal fenfes; fhe difplays 
new forms, more vivid colours, more fi- 
nifhed beauties, more rapid changes, freth 
combinations of caufes and effects, other 
feafons—In a word, fhe raifes a new cre- 
ation, and actually tranfports us into other 
worlds, governed by laws totally different 
from our own. In our earlieft youth we 
are too ignorant of the firft principles of 
our exiftence to diftinguifh, that this de- 
lufive magic of the power of imagination 
is really natural. At leaft I was then 
credulous enough to afcribe dreams of this 
kind to fupernatural influences, and to 
confider them as prefages of thofe won- 
ders which I foon hoped to difcover 
when awake. 

I HAD now paffed eight days in the per- 
formance of thofe fecret ceremonies and 
confecrations, which Theogiton had enjoin- 
ed me; and in continual efforts to with- 
draw my foul from all external objects ; 
fo that I had wrought myfelf into.a be- 
lief, that I had reafon to expect fome- 
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thing fuperior to what I had hitherto 


experienced. One hight, when the hours — 


of reft were far advanced, and all was ftill 
around me, I repaired to the grotto of 
the Nymphs, and after repeating feveral 
emphatic ftrains and folemn invocations, 
I laid myfelf down upon a bank with my 
face turned towards the full moon, which 
at that time enlightened the whole grotto. 
In this fituation I indulged myfelf with 
imagining what might happen to me, if 
fhe fhould defcend from her filver fphere 
to make me her Endymion. In the midft 
of thefe extravagant fancies, I infenfibly 
fell into a flumber, and was fuddenly 
awaked by an agreeable found, which 
{eemed to float above me at fome diftance, 
and which I foon found to proceed from 
that kind of ftringed inftrument, which 
is attributed to Apollo, An unprejudiced 
perfon would only have thought, that he 
heard a fine piece of mufic performed by 
fome able hand, and would not have been 
deceived. But in the difpofition I-was at 

that 
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that time, I was capable of miftaking the 
croaking of frogs for the harmony of the 
Mufes. The mufic I heard, touched, 
captivated, tranfported me: according to 
my imaginary feelings (for the imagina- 
tion has likewife it’s fenfations) it excelled 
every thing I had ever heard. Apollo 
himfelf, the father of harmony, he, from 
whofe lute the fpheres derive that mufic, 
which inchants the Gods, could only pro- 
duce fuch heavenly firains. My foul 
wholly abforbed in the fingle fenfe of 
hearing, feemed to forfake my body, and 
‘tower above the clouds; when on a fud- 
den the mufic ceafed. I then fell into a 
confufed chaos of thoughts and emotions, 
which did not fuffer me to clofe my eyes 
during the remainder of the night. 

The next day I communicated to Thzo- 
giton what had happened to me, he feemed 
to make rather light of it, but, after he 
had inquired into all the circumftances, 
he agreed, that it might have been Apollo, 
or one of the Mufes. You will {mile, 
| H 4 Da- 
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Danae, when I own to you, that young 
as I was, without knowing any reafon for 
it, rather withed it might have been one 
of thofe charming fifters. I did not let 
~ anight pafs without repairing to the grot- 
to, in hopes of hearing the wifhed for 
Mufe again; but in this expectation I 
was deceived, it was Apollo himfelf. 
AFTER fome nights, during which I 
had contented myfelf with the filent pre- 
fence of the Cyprefs Nymphs, a fplen- 
did light at once darted into the grotto. 
‘The natural obfcurity of the place, and 
the delirium of my fancy made me 
look upon it as a celeftial light, which 
announced fome extraordinary adventure. 
Judge how aftonifhed I was, when, in the 
midft of night, 1 faw the God-of day 
before.me; who for my fake had ftolen 
from the arms of the beautiful Thetis. 
His golden locks fell in ringlets upon his 
fnowy fhoulders ; a crown of rays beamed 
around his head; his flowing mantle 
glittered with a thoufand precious ftones, 
| and 
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and his golden lyre refted on his left arm. 
My imagination fupplied whatever might 
be neceffary to complete the idea of per- 
feé&t beauty ; but furprize and refpeétfuk 
_ awe prevented me from furveying the’ 
God more attentively. I fancied that J 
fhould be unable to fuftain the luftre of 
thofe eyes, by which the whole world igs 
illuminated. He addreffed himfelf to me, 
exprefliing his approbation of my fervices, 
and of the ardent zeal, with which I de- 
voted myfelf to celeftial objeéts, and def- 
pifed every thing terreftrial: He encou- 
raged me to perfevere in this courfe, and 
paflively to refign myfelf to the influence — 
of the immortal powers; affuring me 
that I was deftined to increafe the-number 
of thofe happy mortals, whom he had 
efteemed worthy of his particular favour. 
He had fearcely uttered thefe words, 
when he difappeared fo fuddenly, that I 
could not perceive it ; and my mind was: 
fo prepoffeffed, that if this Apollo hadi 
fuftained his character with much lef 
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judgment and propriety, I fhould not have 
entertained the leaft doubt of his divinity. 
Theogiton whom I informed of this appa- 
rition, congratulated ine upon it, and put 


me in mind of thofe antient heroes of our | 


country, who had formerly been favourites 
of the Gods, and had now their Priefts and 
Altars as Demi-gods. He recounted as 
many extraordinary anecdotes of them as 
he thought neceflary to complete my folly; 
he did not omit giving me inftructions 
how I was to behave myfelf to the God, 
if he fhould appear to me a fecond time ; 
in particular he advifed me, to fufpend 
my judgment upon every thing, not to 
be furprized at whatever might happen, 
and always to have in my mind the pre- 


tepts of our philofophy, which, when 
we are to be wrought upon by the Gods. 


require an entire paffivenefs in us. Any 
one lefs inexperienced than I was, mutt 
have fufpeéted fome artifice concealed 
under thefe fpecious appearances. No- 
thing but the detection of this religious 
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hypocrify could open my eyes, I could 
not poffibly of myfelf entertain a fufpi- 
cion, that the affection of a Deity could be 
felf-interefted ; I fhould rather have fup- 
pofed, that he would have contributed 
greatly to fatisfy my thirft after know- 
ledge, and endowed me with more than 
human perfections. Atleneth the decla- 
_fations of this pollo furprized me, and 
his actions {till more. I difcovered in 
the end, what you muft have forefeen 
long ago, that the pretended Deity was 
no other than Zheogiton himfelf; who no _ 
fooner found that his artifices were difco- 
vered, than he inftantly altered his tone, 
‘and endeavoured to perfuade me, that he 
had devifed this fcheme, merely that he 
might the better convince me of the folly 
of that theological fyftem, to which I 
had fo ftrong.a propenfity. ‘The inference 
he drew from hence, was, that all the 
‘notions .we had of the Gods,- were only 
the inventions of artful men, calculated 
to impofe upon women, and upon the 


 H6 credulity 


156 The Hiftory of 


credulity of youth. Ina word, he ad- 
vanced every thing, with which a {canda- 
lous paffion could infpire a profligate 
contemner of the Gods, rather than that 
a plan fo well concerted, and fupported 
with fo much artifice, fhould prove abor- 
tive and ineffectual. I reproached him 
for his wickednefs with a {pirit of indigna- 
‘ tion, which enabled me to break off all 
connection with him. ‘The very next 
day he had the effrontery to continue the 
functions of a Prieft with the fame hy- 
pocritical devotion, which had hitherto 
impofed: upon me and many others. He 
did not shew the leaft alteration in his be- 
haviour towards me, and feemed to have 
as much forgotten what had paffed, as if 
he had drank up the river Lethe. This. 
behaviour  increafed my wneafinefs: I 
could not as yet conceive that there ex- 
ifted perfons, who, in the midft of the 
excefies of vice, could preferve that com- 
pofure and ferenity, which are the natu- 

ral companions of innocence. But it 
was 
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was not long before the imprudence of 
this impoftor relieved me from the 
anxieties I had experienced ever fince the 
adventure of the Grotto. Theogiton quit- 
ted the temple of Delphos, and no one 
was able to account for his difappearance. 
Only I was ted to fufpect from what was 
privately whifpered, that Apollo might 
poffibly have been at laft difgufted of be- 
ing reprefented by proxy : it was faid too, 
that. one of our young companions, a 
relation of the high Prieft, was the occa- 
fion of his retreat. 

THESE circumftances led me to make a 
variety of new reflections: but my paffion 


_ for the marvellous, and my favourite 
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ideas did not lofe any thing by them ; they 
gained much more ftrength while I confi- 
ned them to my own breaft, and made 


-the tmmortals’ alone witneffes of what 


pafied within my foul. It was. my chief 
ftudy ta improve thefe ideas according to 
the principles of the Orphean philofophy. 
1 began to think, that it was impoffible. — 

: there 
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there fhould be any other than an idea} 
.-connection between fuperior beings and 
men. Nothing but the beauty and pvu- 
rity of the foul, could poffibly make us 
objects of the benevolence of that incom- 
prehenfible, univerfal, and fupreme fpi- 
rit, from whom all the heavens derive 
their light, as the planets from the fun, 
and by whom the perfection and unva- 
ried regularity of all nature is maintained. 
The agreement of all our powers, 
thoughts, and moft fecret inclinations, 
with the great defigns and univerfal laws 
of the governor of the vifible and invifible 
world, explains the true myftery of our 
being one day admitted into the divine 
prefence, which I confidered as the natu- 
tal deftiny, and utmoft aim of the wifhes 
of an immortal being. 

I imagined that both the fpiritual ex-. 
céllence of the foul, and this fublime 
coincidence of its powers with the views 
of the fupreme legiflator, were moft cer- 
tainly to be acquired by the contempla- 

tion 
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tion of nature; which I reprefented to 
myfelf as a mirror, from whence the ef- 
fential, eternal, and divine attributes are 
reflected on our mind, which is as tho- 
roughly penetrated, and filied with them, 
as adrop of water is pervaded by the rays 
of the fun. I perfuaded myfelf, that the 
perpetual contemplation of that wifdom 
and goodnefs, which fhine forth as well 
in the particular conftruction of each part 


of the creation, as in the general plan and 
_ economy of the whole, would be an in- 
fallible method of becoming wife, and 


happy ourfelves. I put all thefe in prac- 
tice ; every. new thought unfolding itfelf 
in my mind, held a faithful correfpon- 
dence with my heart; and thus I lived 
fora few happy years of my life, ina 
calm and enlightened ftate: a ftate which 
I fhall never recolleét but with a kind of 
painful fatisfaction. I then knew not, 
and happy was I in my ignorance, ‘that 
fuch a ftate could not be of long dura- 
tion: the paffions of a more advanced 
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age, of even without thefe, the unavoid- 
able embarraffments attending the infta- 
bility of human affairs, are not confiftent 
with a long continuance of ferenity and 
reft, which are only the prerogatives of 
immaterial beings. 


CHAP. IIL 


Love under different Appearances. 


N the mean time I attained my eigh- 
teenth year; and amidft the pleafing 
fenfations, of which my turn of think- 
ing and my employment feemed to pro- 
mife an inexhauftible fupply, I felt @ 
void, which could not be filled up by 
any ideas. I beheld the various fcenes of 
nature as it were with other eyes, and 
my heart was touched with the beauties 
they prefented, in a manner before un- 
known to me. The warbling of . the 
birds in the -groves was expreffive of 
fomething 
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fomething new to me, though I could 
not explain what it was. The woods, 
which now began to be covered with ° 
leaves, invited me to indulge in their 
fhade a voluptuous melancholy, which 
overcame me in defiance of all my moft 
fublime reflections. I fell infenfibly into 
a foft and fpiritlefs indolence ; it feemed 
as if I had been hitherto-happy in imagi- 
nation alone, and my heart panted for an 
object, which might realize every ideal 
perfection, I had hitherto tafted only as 
in a vifionary banquet. ‘Fhen it was, 
that the charms of friendfhip raifed more 
animated feelings in me than I had before 
experienced. A friend, (faidI,) a friend 
would gratify thefe fecret longings of my 
foul. My fancy drew the picture of a 
Pylades ; my eager heart adorned it with 
every amiable quality, and even with 
thofe outward graces, which according 
to my fyftein, were the natural colouring 
of virtue. I fought for this friend among 
the blooming youths with whom I affo- 
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ciated: my heart flattered -itfelf more 
than once that I had found him, but a 
little experience foon convinced me of 
my miftake. Amidft the train of cho- 
fen youths, who wore the livery of the 
Delphic God, there was not one fo formed 
by nature, as fully to correfpond with my 
refined ideas. 

Ir happened in the mean time, that I 
had the misfortune to infpire the high ' 
Prieftefs with a paffion, which was as in- 
confiftent with her age, as with her facred 


office.” She had for fome time given me 


diftinguifhing marks of her favour, but 
thefe I attributed as Jong as I could to a 
kind of maternal affection, which I re- 
turned with all the veneration I owed to 

her facred character. | 
Rerréisent to yourfelf, charming Da- 
nae, my atiuvdhment, when fo refpecta- 
ble a perfon deicended fo low as to own, 
that whatever intercourfe I might fuppofe 
there was between her and Apollo, it had 
not ENDEDES enough to fet her above the 
frailties 
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frailties of ordinary women. The good 


lady was precifely at that period of life, 
when an attempt to difpute the heart of a 
man of any experience with a young rival 
would have been highly ridiculous :. but 
yet fhe might, without much vanity, 
think her charms were fufficient to give 
the firft inftructions to a novice, fuch as 
fhe had good reafon to fuppofe me to be. 
At the time of the facred war fhe had 
been in the bloom of her beauty, but, 
like all perfons of her profeffion, fhe had 


taken fo much care of herfelf, that fhe —_- 


might hope to make a diftinguithed figure 
in a circle of autumnal beauties. If to 
thefe venerable remains of former graces, 


you add fuch a kind of countenance as 


the fair Ceres is ufually painted with, 
Jarge black eyes, which in fpite of af- 


fected feverity fparkled with voluptuous 


fife, an uncommon attention to her per- 


‘fon, and the infidious art of making the 
rigid modefty of her facred drefs, contri- 


bute to fet off her charms to advantage, 
you, 
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you will then have a proper idea of this 
Prieftefs ; you will judge to what degree 


ef danger the fimplicity of my youth 


was expofed by her artifices. 

Ir is eafy to imagine what an infinite 
deal of trouble it muft coft a woman, 
who infpires refpect rather than love, 
when fhe firft attempts to remove the 


obftacles fhe finds in the obftinate preju- - 


dices of a young manof eighteen. Her 
fituation debarred her from a full expla- 
nation, and my diffidence comprehended 
not the language fhe was forced to make 
ufe of : for though the heart is ufually 
a ready interpreter of this kind of lan- 
guage, mine unfortunately faid nothing 
to me. It required the-much experienced 
patience of an antient Prieftefs, not to 
give up a thoufand times the defire of 
"making her views known to a man, who 
was entirely made up of ideas. She was 
at laft obliged to have recourfe to the only 
{tratagem, which, ina cafe of this kind, 


could be ufed with any profpett of fuc- 


ce{s. 
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cefs. fer charms were ftill attractive 
enough to dazzle the inexperienced eyes 
of anovice. The confufion fhe faw me 
in, at the firft experiment fhe made of 
this kind, was looked upon as a good 
omen; and perhaps fhe would not have 
been deceived in her expectation, had it 
not been for a circumftance unknown to 
her, which fupplied my heart with un- 
common fortitude. 

Our virtue, or thofe actions which 
feem to fpring from that pure fource, may 
generally be traced to fome fecret mo- 
tives, which if they were known, would 
deprive us of a great part of our merit, 
if not of the whole. How eafy is it to 
refift the impulfe of one paffion, when. 
it is counterbalanced by another of fupe« 
rior ftrength ! 

A little before the fair Pythian had 


“made this phyfical experiment upon me, 


the feftival of Diana had taken place, 
which is celebrated at Delphos with all the 
folemnities due tothe fifter of Apollo. All 

the 
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the young girls above the age of four- 
teen affifted at this ceremony, and fang 
hymns in honour of the virgin Goddefs. 
They were dreffed in robes as white as 
{now, their trefles floating loofely on their 
fhoulders, and their heads and arms or- 
namented with flowers. Atthe fight of 
fuch a prodigious number of young beau- 
ties, whofe leaft charm was the frefhnefs 
and bloom of youth, even the faded eye 
of age might have been reanimated.— 


Judge, then, beautiful Danae, ‘whether’ 


one, who could not behold the variegated 


beauties of a flower garden without a kind | 


of tranfport, could poffibly be infenfible 
to fo bright a fcene ! Loft in foft confu- 
fion, my eves wandered among thefe in- 
chanting forms, till they fixed all at 
once upon one objet, at the firft fight of 
whom I felt no defire to fee any thing elfe. 
Many people, perhaps, would {fcarce 
have diftinguifhed her, particularly among 
fo many other beauties: the fineft thape, 


the moft regular features, long flowing 
hair, 
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hair, a complexion, which would have 
fhamed the lilly and the rofe, could they 
have been fenfible of her beauty, all thefe 
were graces fhe poffeffed in common with 
her companions. Many of them excel- 
led her in particular points of beauty, 
and if a painter had been to determine 
which was the moft beautiful of all this 
charming group, he might poffibly have 
‘overlooked her; but my heart judged 
not according to the rules of art: I felt, 
or, what is always in effect the fame 
thing, I imagined I felt that no object 
could be more amiable than this young 
girl Although I never thought of com- 
pating her with the reft of her compa- 
nions, yet in my eyes fhe outfhone them 
all. It isthus, faid I to myfelf, that in- 
nocence itfelf would appear, if in order 
to difguife herfelf, fhe fhould affume the 
figure of one of the Graces : thus ftrik- 
ingly pleafing would be the features of 
her facé, her eyes would diffufe the fame 
mild luftre, gnd the fame fweetnefs would 

appear 
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appear in her fmile ; fuch would be het 
look, fuch her gait, and fuch her every 
motion. This inftant wrought fuch an 
alteration within me, that, when I be- 
came capable of reflecting on my fitua- 
tion, it feemed as if I had been tranflated 
into a new and more perfect ftate of ex- 
iftence: but all that time I was too much 
agitated, and too much abforbed in my 
own fenfations, to give an account of 
myfelf. My extafy was fo great, that I 


faw no more of the pomp of the feftival; . 


and it was not till the proceffion was en- 
tirely over, that I was brought to myfelf 
as by a fudden ‘clap of thunder. I had 
fome difficulty to perfuade myfelf, that 
I was not juft awaked outof one of thofe 
dreams, when, tranfported to the hea- 
venly regions, my imagination fometimes 
teprefented fimilar objects to my view. 
The pain! felt at the removal of fo agree- 
able a fight, did not diminifh the perfec 


fatisfaction which fecretly filled my heart. - 


During the reft of the evéning, and the 
preateft 
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preateft part of the night, all the powers 
of my foul were entirely taken up in con- 
fidering even the finalleft features of this 
lovely image, with all thofe inexpreffible 
charms, which perhaps were obferved by 
me alone. My fancy painted them with 
fuch vivacity, as to add new beauties to 
the objet: my heart erabellifhed it with 
-all natural accomplifhments, with all the 
excellencies of the mind, and with every 
moral virtue; in fhort, with every thing 
that appeared beft and moft perfect. 
Wuar a picture is that to which love . 
gives the colouring! But ftill I thought 
that fomething was wanting. I ftrained 
my imagination to invent fomething more 
beautiful than beauty itfelf, to give a ftill 
higher finishing to the idea I formed-of 
my fair unknown, and change it to the 
original itfelf. We faw each other at the 
fame inftant, and fhe felt in herfelf, as 
fhe afterwards owned to me, a fecret 
emotion not unlike that with which my 
heart was agitated. I remember (how 
Wold, « #, 4 indeed 


570 The Hiftory of 
indeed is it poffible to forget the leaft of 
her motions) that we frequently caught 
each others eyes, and that fhe as fre- 
quently caft her’s down, with a blith of 4 
modefty, which covered all her lovely 
face with a rofy hue. I was too modeft 
and unexperienced to draw any favoura- 
ble conclufion from this circumftance : 
but the pleafure I took in dwelling upon 

it was-as great, as if I had forefeen that 
it would be attended with happy confe- 
quences. I had none of that- vanity 
which ufually makes us think ourfelves 
amiable, nor had I any idea of ftudying 
the arts of pleafing: but the ‘beauty of 
the mind, which beamed forth in her 
countenance, the fweet ferenity which 
enlivened the natural air of ferioufnefs, 
that was diffufed over her features, in- 
fpired me with the hopes of gaining her 
affections. And what a heaven of happi- 
nefs did thefe hopes open to my view! 
what an inchanting profpect ! what rap-_ 
tures! when I reprefented to myfelf, that - 

my | 


| 


my whole life, and even all eternity it- 
felf, in whofe unlimited abyfs the happy 
man fo eafily lofes the duration of his fe- 
licity, would-be paffed in her fight, 
and by her fide. 

SucH fanguine expectations implied, 
that I fhould fee her again, and this with 
introduced a‘defire of knowing who fhe 
was: but of whom fhould I inquire? I had 
no friend [ could venture to confide in; 
and if I fhould afk fuch a queftion of any 
other perfon, I imagined that my eyes 
would betray the fecret of my heart. Love, 
whofe advice is always to be depended 
upon, had already made me fenfibie 
of how much confequence it was, thai 
the Pythian -Prieftefs fhould not be ac- 
quainted with the leaft circumftancc, 
which might lead her to fufpe@, that my 
affections were engaged, or give her tea- 
fon to obferve my behaviour with a jear 
lous eye; accordingly I concealed my 
fentiments, and waited with impaticnce, | 
.in hopes that fome guardian Genius would 
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affitt in bringing about this withed ‘for 
difcovery. <A few days after, it fo hap- 
pened that I met with a fair incognita in 
one of the avenues leading to the temple ; 
the fear of being noticed by any-one, pre- 
vented me from advancing towards her, 
and expreffing by actions, and even per- 


haps by exclamations, the tranfport I so | 


at this unexpected interview. 


As foon as fhe faw me, fhe ftood ftilk 


a few moments, and fixed her eyes upon 


me.’ J thought I perceived a fudden fatis- 
_ faction glowing in her countenance.—She 


blufhed, caft her eyes on the ground, and 
retired. I did not venture to follow her ; 
but my eyes purfued her as far as poffible, 
till fhe entered a door leading to the apart- 
ments.of the Prieftefs: I .repaired to the 
grove to indulge my thoughts on this 


agrecable fight with lefs interruption. The- 
circumftance I had juft obferved, and her 
drefs gave me reafon to imagine, that fhe - 


was one of the attendants on the Priefte(s, 
of which there were great numbers, though 
em they 
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they were feldom vifible except on fome 
particular feftivals. This difcovery, which 
was of fo much confequence to me, em. 
ployed my thoughts, when I received a 
‘meflage, to attend the affectionate Prieft- 
e(s, which certainly could not come ata 
more unwelcome feafon. 

_ Tue defire, and the expectation of get- 
ting another fight of my beloved on this 
‘occafion made me at firft well pleafed 
with the invitation, but my joy was foon 
damped by the melancholy reflection, 
that, fhould my incognita happen to be 
pretent, it would perhaps be impoffible 
for me to conceal from her rival the fen- _ 
timents with which fhe had infpired me. 
I was too much a ftranger to the arts of 
diffimulation, and my eyes fo readily and 
clearly betrayed the emotions of my 
heart, that with all my efforts I could not 
hope to difguife them. Imprefled with 
thefe ideas, I was in no {mall confufion, 
when I was introduced to the Prieftefs ; 
“but, finding nobody with her excepta little 
* AG flave, 


1940 The Hiftory of 


flave, about nine or ten years of age, I ~ 


took courage. She appeared to be too 
attentive to her own behaviour to take 
notice of mine; or, which at leaft is 
equally probable, fhe imputed the change 
fhe obferved in my countenance to the 
effect of her charms, which fhe expected 
now to be more powerful, as fhe had 
{pared no pains to place them in that fe- 
ducing kind of obfcurity, which ufually 
fets the imagination fo powerfully at work 
in favour of the fenfes.—She fat, or ra- 
ther lay reclined (for her attitude was 
between both) on a fopha, richly embroi- 
dered with pearls and filver. There was 
a certain air of elegant negligence in her 
drefs, which art has the {kill to affime, 
when fhe wifhes to conceal from the be- 
holder, how much nature is indebted to 
her afhftance. Her robe, whofe various 
colours were equally well adapted to the 
dignity both of her perfon and her fitua- 
tion, fell loofely about her in feveral 
folds : fhe had contrived, however, to let 
| — the 
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the outlines of what her drefs concealed, 


. appear fufhiciently diftinguifhable to at- 


tract the eye, and excite curiofity. Her 
arms, which were finely turned, were 
feen to the beft advantage, by means of 
fleeves half turned up; and a motion, 


that efcaped her as it were by accident, 


in the courfe of our converfation, difco- 
vered a bofom, the charms of which 
were fufficiently inviting to make her 
countenance appear twenty years youn- 
ger. She perceived this trifling difcom- 
pofure in her drefs, but, in: attempting to 


fet it right, fhe had the misfortune to.ex- 
pofe one half of her leg, which would 


have done hanour to-the faireft Spartan.. 
The total indifference with which I be- 
held thefe attractions, certainly enabled 


me to make obfervations, which a more 


interefted fectator would not have found: 


 himfelf fo. much at liberty to. notice. 


This fight,, however, kindled 4 kind of - 
blufh, which I felt glowing on my cheeks,. 
but which. would have appeared with: 

l 4 7 more: 


176 The Hiftory of 


more propriety in thofe of the Prieftefs. 
It gave me an air of confufion, with 
which the lady, who in doubtful cafes al- 
ways determined in favour of herfelf, ap- 
peared well pleafed: fhe attributed my 
embarraffment, perhaps, to a timid ir- 
refolution, or to a ftrugele between love 
and refpect, which, notwithftanding the 
powerful impreffion fhe had made upon 
me, mightreftrain me from putting the de- 
licacy of her virtue to the trial. She con- 
cluded, that I wanted encouragement, 
which fhe would not have condefcended 
tO give toa more experienced lover. ‘The 
reputation I had, of reading the poets 
with propriety, furnifhed her with a pre- 
‘tence for propofing an amufement, which 
‘might poffibly anfwer her intentions. Ho- 
mer, fhe affured me, was her favourite 
author, and fhe defired I would give her 
‘a {pecimen of my talentsin reading him: 
fhe accordingly took up a Homer that lay 
‘near her, and, after turning over the 
‘leaves for fome time, faid,. it was a mat- 
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- ter of indifference to her which part it 
“was, and fhe would give me the firtt that 


prefented itfelf. 

Ir happened fortunately to be the very 
part in which Fano, adorned with the gir- 
dle of Venus, entertains the father of the 
Gods with fuch a lively defcription of 
their firft nuptial carefles. Tranfported 


with the poetic fire which glows in this — 
picture, charmied by the infinuating har- 


mony of the poet’snumbers, fhe did not 
obferve that a part of her drefs, by a 
gefture of admiration which fhe made, 
was thrown into: an inviting diforder. 
The paffage I had been reading afforded 
her a pretence to turn the converfation on 
the irrefiftible power of the God of love. 
She feemed-to join. with thofe who main- 
tain that none but favage, and abandoned 


- “hearts, can entertain any idea of refifting 


fo powerful a Deity. 1 was of the fame 
opinion, but added, that in the ideas 
moft people had given of this God, they 
had offended againft that great duty, 

I 5 which 
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which requires us to attribute ‘o the 
Deities nothing but what was maft ex- 
cellent and moft perfect: that the poets 
had committed great errors in this point, 
by the too fenfual images they hadintro- 
duced in their allegorical fables, J in- 
fenfibly wrought myfelf into an enthufi- 
afm ¢ according to the principles of my 
myfterious philofophy, I expatiated on 
intellectual love, the love which leads te 
the contemplation of effential excellence ; 
the love which expands the fpiritual 
wings of the foul, fills it with every vir- 
tue, and every perfection; and finally, 
by its connection with the origin. and - 
primaty fource of all goodnefs, lofes 1 
__40 ah abyfs of glory, tranquillity, and fe- 
licity, where it is entirely abforbed, and 
‘by being annihilated, becomes at the 
fame time deified. 

TuesE fublime fpeculations were as 
unintelligible to the Prieftefs, as they 
‘were evident to me ; fo that in proportion 
as my imagination was warmed, fhe was 

- gradually 
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gradually lulled to fleep by them.. It 
was certainly very furprizing, that’ I 
fhould enter into a panegyric of intellectual: 
love, when {fo fine a-bofom was difplayed’ 
to my view; and indeed after this trial: 


the. difappointed Prieftefs difpaired of: 


bringing me, at leaft this evening, to a: 
more natural way of thinking, and mak-. 
ing: love:.. She therefore difmiffed' me». 
after having: given me to underftand’ in. 
very ambiguous.terms, that fhe: had par- 
ticular reafon. for treating me with more 
diftinétion tham: any other of the fervants, 
ef Apollo. I: was even. led: to conclude: 
from fome hints fhe dropt, that fhe was. 
a near relation of my father,. yet unknown: 


to myfelf;:; and’ might perhaps foon be. 


permitted to: difclofe to: me the fecret of 
my birth,. and:that to. this. citcumftance: 
alone I was indebted. for the: friendfhip. 
fhe diftinguifhed me with, and. which: 
etherwife might poffibly have appearcd’ 


extraordinary to me.. This declaration,. 


the certainty. of whith. her countenance: 
16 gave 
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gave me no room to doubt, had a double 
effect ; it perfuaded me, that 1 might be 
- deceived in the opinion I had. entertained 
of her affections, and at the fame time 
contributed ‘to give her an intereft in my 
heart. Accordingly I had no fooner 
learnt, that fhe knew my father, than I 
began to confider her in a very different 
light. - She would probably have derived 
ina much lefs time greater advantages 
from this difpofition of mine than from 
all the artifices, with which fhe had tried 
to furprife my fenfes. But the good lady 
was not fenfible, how great an afcendant . 
may be gained over fome people, if we 
can but find means to intereft their naty- 
ral .affections, or, perhaps, fhe was of- 
fended at the ftrangenefs of my_behavi- 
our, and thought that to difmifs me from 
her prefence at the very time that my eyes 
told her | wifhed to ftay, was the beft 
way of revenging the neglect fhewn to 
her charms. I prefied her to complete 
her kindnefs, by imparting to me the 

fecret . 
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fecret of my birth, but all my intreaties 
were vain, fhe fent me from her, and 
carried her cruelty fo far, as to let a con- 
fiderable time pafs before fhe fuffered me 
to fee her again. Atany other-time, the 


-_defire of knowing the author of my be- 


ing, would have made me feel this delay 
as a very fevere punifhment ; but at that 
time a few minutes brought me to my- 
felf, and one reflection on my dear ircog- 
nita with all her charms, was fufficient to 
efface the image of the Prieftefs from my 
mind, and make me forget all fhe had 


faid, and all fhe had refufed to tell me. 


It wasof much greater importance to me 
to know who fhe was, and whether, as I 
flattered myfelf, my paffion for her met 


with a fuitable return, than to gain infor- 


mation ina matter relating to myfelf, 
which cuftom had now almoft made to- 
tally indifferent tome. As long.as I was 
ignorant of the former, I might have 


difcovered that I was heir to a crown with- 


out any emotion: the look fhe had fixed — 
upon 
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upon me this evening feemed to promife 
fomething, which had infinitely more in~ 
fluence over my heart, than. all the ad-. 
vantages I cowld have derived frem the 
moft diftinguifhed birth, My whole 
frame feemed to be penetrated and- en- 
lightened by this glance, as by a celeftial: 
light. I had no clear conception of what 
had happened to me; but whenever I 
reprefented her to myfelf, with fuch a 
look, with fuch exprefhon i in her lovely 
face (the impreffions of which were as: 
lively as if fhe had been actually pre- 
fent) I found my heart diffolved in fenfa- 
tions and pleafures, whofe melting fofc~ 
nefs no words can exprefs.. 

HERE Agathon’s imagination, heated: 
by the recollection of his firft love, be- 
gan, as we fee, to take an extraordinary 
flight: but he was interrupted in the ca-- 
reer of his ill-timed enthufiafm, by a vi- 
fible alteration in the countenance of his. 
fair hearer, which at once from his eigh- 
teenth year, to which this. lictle extafy 

had: 
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had tranfported him, broyght him back 
to Smyrna, to himfelf, and to the fair 
Danae. | 


“ 
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Continuation of the preceding Narrative. 


YT is an old obfervation, that a lacy 

finds little entertainment in hearing an 
account of the impreffions which have 
been made upon us by another. The 
more fpirit, truth, and eloquence we dif- 
play in our narrative, the more charm- 
ing the piCture is, the more beautiful our 
images, and the more animated our ex- — 
prefion, fo much the more likely fhal} 
we be to luli the lady to fleep. This ob- 
fervation ihould be particularly recom 
mended tothofe, who entertain their pre«’ 
fent miftrefs with the recital of their for- 
mer amours. | 


Agathon, 


4b 
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Agathon, who was ftill very unable .to 


govern his imagination, had been entire- - 


ly inattentive to this maxim, fince he firft 
began to recount the hiftory of his early 
attachments. Paft ideas were fo ftrongly 
imprefled on his memory,‘ that they 
feemed to intereft his heart. It did not 
occur to him, that a miftrefs of Danae’s 
complexion would be much lefs difpleaf- 
ed with a metaphyfical detail of intellec- 
tual love, than with fuch a paffionate de- 
{cription of the fentiments with which 
another’s merit had infpired him. Some- 
thing between 2 yawn and a figh, which 
efcaped her at that part where we broke 
_ Off his hiftory, together with a certain 
expreffion of wearinefs which difcovered 
itfelf, in {pite of all her endeavours to 
counterfeit a pleafed and fatisfied atten- 
‘ tion, made him at laft fenfible how indif- 
creet he had been. He paufed a moment, 
blufhed, and could hardly recolleét where 
he left off. However, he recovered him- 
felf foon enough to affign fome cafual 
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pretence for his diforder, and continued 
his hiftory with a refolution to be more 
upon his guard for the future; and to 
fhorten his defcriptions as much as pofhi- 
ble; a refolution, which, if he is capable 
of adhering to, our readers will be as 
well fatisfied with, as the charming 

Danae. | 
THE pleafing dreams, (continued our 
hero). in which my heart fo fondly indul- 
ged itfelf, had not reality enough to 
keep my mind long in this agreeable fi- 
tuation. A tender melancholy, which 
was however attended with a certain 
kind of pleafure, took fuch ftrong poffef- 
fion of me, that it.was with -difficulty I 
could conceal it from the perfons with 
whom I was obliged to pafs fome part of 
the day. I courted folitude, and -as I 
_ had but few hours at my difpofal during — 
the day, I repaired to the pleafant grove 
that furrounded the temple, where I paf- 
fed the greateft part of the time which 
others gave up to fleep, kept awake by 
_ 
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my thoughts and by the image of my 
fair unknown. * One night it happened, 
that I accidentally ftrayed into a part of 
the grove, which looked like a kind of 


wildernefs, but the moit agreeable one 


that could be conceived. In the midf 
of it was a thicket, which formed a win- 
ding labyrinth adorned with lofty Cy- 
prefs trees, and numerous bowers planted 
by the hand of nature. Thefe mazes led 
to an open place, bounded on one fide 
by a femi-circle of wild laurels rifing in 
rows one above another; and on the 
other fide flightly fenced in with myrtle 
fhrubs and rofe bufhes. The center was 
filled with ftatues of Nymphs of white 
marble, fhaded with rofe bufhes hanging 
over them. They feemed fleeping upon 
their urns, while a ftream fro.n each urn 
flowed into a large bafon of black polifh- 


ed marble, in which the females, who. | 


live under the protection of the Delphic 
God, bathed themfelves in the Summer. 
This Place, wie. to ancient tradi-. 

tion, 
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tion, was facred. to. Diana, and it was 
faid, that no one of our fex dared to ap- 
proach her hallowed retirement, on pain 
of incurring the refentment of the mexor- 
able divinity. The Goddefs~however 
might probably. make an exception in 
favour of a harmlefs Enthufiaft, who ac- 
cidentally wandered there without intend- 
ing to difturb- her repofe, and without 
knowing whither he was going. So far 
from. giving me any proofs of her difplea- 
fure, fhe even favoured me with an ap- 
parition, far more agreeable to me than 
if fhe herfelf had defcended in perfon 


and made me her Endyaion. At the in- 


{tant I {aw the apparition, it occurred to 
me, that this was the very place, which 
had fo often been defcribed to me, in 
order the more effectually to deter me 
from approaching it, and I really thought ~ 
at firft, that the object before me was the 
Goddefs herfelf, fatigued by the chace, 
and ileeping amongft her Nymphs. 


Trembling with religious horror I ate 


tempted 
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tempted to retreat, when by an oblique 
glance of moon-light, I difcovered it to 
be my incognita. I will not attempt to 
defcribe the fituation of my mind at this 
inftant, it was fuch, that the recollection 
of it alone is fufficient to perfuade me, 
that any being capable of enjoying the 
fame happinefs, muft certainly be defti- 
ned to partake the felicity of the Gods. 
It was not natural that I fhould now think 
of retiring without being perceived : my 
only folicitude was to avoid terrifying the 
lovely retired. fair, by furprifing her fud- 
denly at an hour, and in a place, where 
fhe could not poffibly fuppofe any one to 
be near her, much lefs a man. . The 
pofture fhe was in, lying reclmed againtt 
one of the marble ftatues, led me tocon- 
clude, that fhe was loft in deep medita- 
tion. I gazed upon her a confiderable 
tune without being difcovered: this cir- 
cumftance gave me an opportunity of al- 
tering my pofition in fuch a manner, that 
I could not fail of being feen by her, 

: when 


A 


AGATHON. 189 


when fhe fhould lift up her eyes. T his 
precaution fucceeded ‘fo my withes: fhe 
looked at me and ftarted; but fhe recol- 
leéted me too quickly to miftake me for a 
Satyr. My prefence feemed rather to give 
her fatisfaction than trouble; any other 
man, even a Satyr, would doubtlefs have 
had fome fine turned compliment in rea- 
dinefs, to exprefs his happinefs at the 
ficht of fo charming an object; there 
could not have been a more favourable 
opportunity of taking her for a Goddefs, 
or at leaft for one of the companions of - 
Diana, and making the miftake an apo- 
logy for addreffing her. But I, who was 
imprefied with new and inexprefhble feel- 
ings, was unable to fay any thing. I was 
tempted to throw myfelf at her feet, but 
the timidity, which is infeparably connec- 
ted with the firft impreffions of love, and 
more efpecially at that time of life, re- 
ftrained me. I was apprehenfive, that 
fuch a freedom would give her difadvan- © 
tageous ideas of the profound refpect I 

| | entertained 


199 The Fiftory of 


entertained for her: <but fhe, who was 
. not equally embarrafled, with that air of 
graceful modefty, which at firft diftin- 
guifhed -her in my eyes from the reft of 
her companions, rofe up from the ground, 
and advanced a few fteps towards me: 
‘© What accident hath brought Agathon 
“hither ?” {aid fhe,.in a tone of voice 
which ftill methinks I hear, a-voice fo 
foft and fo affecting, that it inftantly infi- 
nuated itfelf into my foul. In the {weet 
confufion I felt, Icould think of no bet- 
ter anfwer than to affure her, that I fhould 
not have had the prefumption to intrude 
upon her retirement, if I had had the leat 
idea of her being there. The comphi- 
ment was certainly not fuch, asa young 
Athenian would have thought of. on the 
like occafion ; but Pfyche (for that, as I 
afterwards learnt, was the name of my 


incognita) was too innocent to expect 


compliments. . “ I am_-fenfible of my im- 
‘«* prudence, replied fhe, though rather 
© too late: what muft Agathon think of 

. me, 
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<“‘ me, to find me alone, in this folitary 
place, at fo unfeafonable. an hour ? 
“« However, added fhe blufhing, fince it 
“‘ has been my fate to have a witnefs of 
“ my indifcretion, it is lucky for me that 
“ itis Agathon.”’ I affured her that no- 
thing appeared more natural to me than 
the tafte fhe appeared to have for folitude, 
and the pleafure fhe feemed to find in the 
calm ferenity of fo fine'a night, in fo de- 
lightful a retreat. I expatiated largely on 
the agreeablenefs of the moon-fhine, the 
maonificent fplendor of the ftarry heavens, 
the infpiration, which this folemn filence 
of all nature infufes into the foul, the fuf- 
penfion of the fenfes, and the awakiug of 
the internal fecret power of our immortal 
"part. Thefe were things, which the ge- 
nerality of the -fair fex would have 
thought very impfoperly introduced, ef- 
pecially, in fuch a delightful myrtle grove, 
and-in the inviting clearnefs of fo ferene 
a fummer’s night, but P/yche, whofe heart 
‘was-full of fenfibility, found them cor- 
refpond 
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refpond with all it’s moft delicate feel- 
ings. The converfation, in which we 
were imperceptibly engaged, difcovercd 
a harmony in our tafte and inclinations, 
that almoft inftantly produced as cordial 
and familiar an intercourfe between our 
foul.— We feemed already to have loved 
each other for a number of years. . I 
fancied, that by a kind of immediate 
intuition I read in her foul what fhe was 
going to fay. On the other hand, my 
difcourfe, how abftracted, ideal, and 
poetical-it might be, was merely the echo 
of her own fenfations and ideas, which 
lay concealed like embryos in her foul, 
and only wanted the warm influence of a 
more cultivated fpirit to make them un- 
fold themfelves, and by their native fim- 
 plicity difgrace the moft fublime and 
ingenious opinions of the philofophers. 
The time appeared fo fhort, that we 
thought we had not been more than an 
hour together, when the approaching 
dawn put us in mind of the neceffity of 


parting 
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"parting from each other. I learnt from 
_ this converfation, that my beloved was 
no lefs a ftranger to her birth, than I was 
to mine. All fhe could tell me was, that 
fhe was brought up under the care of a 
‘nurfe in the neighbourhood of Corinth, 
till fhe was fix years old; but fhe was 
then carried off by a band of ruffans, 
and fold to the Pricftefs of Delphos, who 
had taken care that fhe fhould be in- 
ftructed in every branch of female accom- 
plifhments, and perceiving that fhe had 
a particular turn for books, had alfo pro- 
. vided perfons to teach her the art of read- 
ing the poets with propriety, and had 
fince appointed her to be her reader. My 
love for the fair P/\che was not much 
ilattered by thefe circumftances; but the 
_ pleafure of the prefent moment banithed 
all anxiety for the future: perfectly in- 
different. about any confequences into 
which my paffion might hurry me, I gave 
myfelf up to it with all the confidence of 
innocence and youth. To behold, to 
Vor. II. K love 
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love my Pfiche, to avow that love, to 
hear from her inchanting lips, and read in 
her expreffive eyes that I was reciprocally 
beloved.—This was all the happinefs I 
afpired to, or had any conception of. I _ 
gave her fome defcription of the impref- 
fion fhe had made upon my heart at firft_ 
fight, and fhe owned, that the efteem in 
which I was held by all the people at 
Delphos, had prepoffeffed her very much 
in my favour: but my tender and re- 
f{pectful timidity reftrained me from fay- 
ing all my heart felt for her. My ex- 
ptefions were pafhonate and warm, but 
fo different from the ufual language of 
love, that (though I faid infinitely more) 
I imagined I faid lefs than an ordinary 
lover, who is always more agitated by 
his own defires, than touched with the 
merit of his miftrefs. But when we were 
on the point of parting, my heart was fo 
full that it would have betrayed me, had 
not the unexperienced youth of the fair 
Phyche prevented her from having any 
diffidence 
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diffidence of fenfations, which fhe judged 
of according to the innocence of her 
own. I burft into tears, and intreated 
her return to the fame place on the next 
night, in fuch tender and affectionate 
terms, that it was impofhible for her to 
fend me comfortlefs away. Having no 
opportunity of feeing each other in the 
day time, we continued our ‘interviews 
by night. Our love had already made 2 
confiderable progrefs, without our know- 
ing that it was love: we called it friend- 
fhip, and enjoyed under this appellation 
all its pure delights, undifturbed by the 
doubts, jealoufies, and other fymptoms 
of the paffion. Pfyche, as well as my- 
felf, had wifhed for a friend; we both 
thought we had obtained our wifh; our 
turn of thinking, and the goodnefs of 
our hearts, produced an entire and unli- 
mited confidence ‘between us. As I had 
been accuftomed, for a confiderable time, 
to view things in a different light from 
the generality of people of my age, I 

K2. beheld > 
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béheld not P/yche as a beautiful girl, but 
as the moft amiable and excellent of in- 
tellectual beings, whofe {pirituat charms 
fhone through the tranfparent veil of an 
earthly covering.- On the other hand, 
Phyche, who .thirfted after knowledge, 
was-never more happy than when I ex- 
- plained to her the myfteries of my poeti- 
cal philofophy, and fancied while I fpoke, 
that fhe heard the divine Orpheus, or Apollo 
himfelf.. It is the property of love, 
however refined and abftracted from the 
fenfes it may be, to proceed by gradual 
advances, til! it obtains the end for which 
nature appears to have defigned it. Such 
_ was the progrefs of our’s, which gradually 
underwent ‘a variety of changes, though 
it {till continued in reality the fame. The 


name of friendfhip feemed now infuffi-: 


cient to exprefs what we felt for each 
other, we agreed that the love which 
fubfifts between brether and fifter, ap- 
peared to be the ftrongeft, and the moft 
pure of all ge affections nature hath im- 

planted 
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planted in us. We were tranfported - 
with this idea, and, after having fre- 
quently regretted, that nature had depri- 
ved us of this happinefs, we were at laft - 
furprifed, we had not fooner. difco- 
vered, that it was in our power to form 
fuch an alliance without her affiftance. 
Accordingly we commenced brother and: 
fifter, and continued this connection for 
fome time, interchanging the innocent 
endearments warranted by thofe names, 
without any infringement, 1n our opinion 
at leaft, of the laws of virtue, which 
we had {worn to obferve with the fame fi- 
delity, as thofe of love. In this tender 
commerce of hearts, our enthufiafm led 
"us to imagine, that the idea, or rather 
the bare poffibility of our being fueh near 
relations was the voice of nature. In fa- 
vour of this illufion, we went fo far as to 
difcover a.real or imaginary refemblance 
in fome of our features: butas we could 
not‘ always .conceal our doubts of the 
certainty: of thefe marks of -confanguini- 
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ty, we found a ftill greater fatisfaction in 
indulging the idea of a natural relation 
_ between our fouls, a fympathetic cor- 
refpondence of the one with the other, an 
intimacy already contracted in.fome prior 
exiftence in better worlds; and we traced 
this inchanting idea through a thoufand 
delightful images. But the fantaftic turn 
of mind, which our intellectual paffion 
had infpired, did not ftop-here; all the 
powers. of our imagination were exerted 
to the utmoft, in forming, an idea of the 
kind of love fubfifting between {pirinal 
beings in a celeftial fphere : nothing lefs 
than fuch an idea. could correfpond at 
once with the energy and purity of our 
fentiments, or be fuitable to beings, who 


derived their origin. fron the heavens, to 


which they were: deftined to return. I 
muft ewn to: you, charming Danae, that 
I cannot’ recollect. this happy enthwfafm 
of my youth, without wihing that the 
delufion: had. lafted for ever. There 1s, 
hewever, nothing more certain, than that 

| _ thefe 
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thefe too highly fpiritualized fentiments 
would in the end have fubfided ; for na- 
ture, jealous of her own rights, would 
infenfibly have brought us to love each 
other in acommon way, if the Pythian 
Prieftefs had allowed us as much time as 
was requifite for making the experiment. 
‘Several weeks had paffed without her ta- 
_ king the leaft notice of me, at leaft.in ap- 
pearance, and for my own part I had fo © 
' entirely forgotten her, that 1 was .exceed- 
ingly furprifed at receiving a meflage to 
attend her. I foon found, that the Pa- 
phian Goddefs, who might perhaps. with 
to revenge herfelf for fome former of- 
fence, had not fuffered her to enjoy fo 
much tranquility, during this interval, 
as might have been withed for her fake, 
as well asmine, She had probably, like 
Phedra in Euripides, fammoned all the 
pride of the woman and the Prieftefs, to 
fubdue a paffion, the impropriety of 
wich the could not poffibly conceal from. 
herfelf ; but it is not lefs probable, that 

K4 . the 
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fhe had pacified herfelf again with thofe 


flattering but delufive arguments, the 


poet puts into the mouth of the nurfe of 
that unhappy princefs, and had at laft 
taken the heroic refolution of fubmitting 
to her deftiny. Accordingly, when fhe 


found that all her endeavours to make me 


comprehend her meaning were ineffectual, 
fhe broke through a referve, which I 


would not caeend: and exprefsly told: 


me, with a warmth which made me blufh 


and tremble, that fhe loved, and ex-. 
pected to have her love returned. The: 
alluring motions, and the voluptuous at- 


titude which accompanied this declara- 


tion, feemed calculated to give me a 
_ ftronger impreffion than I had hitherto re-: 
ceived, of the height of the felicity that: 
_ was offered to me: I cannot even now. 
avoid blufhing, when I recollect the con- — 
fufion into which all my: fublime. ideas’ 
were thrown at this inftant. Human na-. 
ture fo degraded! the name of love fo. 
fhamefully profaned! But the Prieftefs. 


indeed 
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indeed herfelf could not be lefs morti-. 
fied, or lefs chagrined at my manner of: 
rejecting her propofals, than I was at the 
unavoidable neceffity of treating her-with- 
fo little refpect. I endeavoured to foften- 
‘the harfhnefs of my reply, by couching: 
it in the mildeft terms my confufion 
would allow me to think of ; but I foon 
found, that violent paffions could no 
more be appeafed by words than a hurri- 
cane. The Prieftefs, no longer miftrefs 
of herfelf, confidered what I had {aid 
with the laudable, though ill-timed view 
of reviving her finking virtue, as the 
moft offenfive infult. She broke out into 
a moft violent paffion, which threw me 
into the .greateft embarraflment. She 
vented her rage in threats. and. impreca- 
tions, and in an inftant burft into a flood 
of tears, interrupted with fuch affecting 
exclamations, that I was very near in- 
dulging the weaknefs of weeping with 
her, though there was no fympathy: be- 
tween our feelings. At length I had res 
Oe 5 courfe: 
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courfe to the only expedient left me, to 
put an end to the ridiculous part I acted 
in this fcene, I fled. The fame night 
I met my beloved Pfyche in the ufual 
place, and my mind was too much 
agitated by the evening’s adventure, to 
permit me to conceal it from her. We 
pitied the Prieftefs, however difficult it 
was for us to form an idea of the rage and 


torments of a paffion, which bore fo lit- 


tle refemblance to our’s ; but we pitied 
ourfelves much more. The fury, in 
which f left her, gave us room to appre- 
hend the worft. We trembléd each of 
us, for the other’sfafety ; and the appre- 
henfion, that fhe might difcover our in- 
terviews, made us determine, however 
fevere the trial: might prove, fora while 
not to repeat them fo frequently. ‘Fhus 
— eare and difquietude firft intervened to in- 
terrupt the. pure delights of our innocent 
love, and we took leave of each other 
with heavy hearts. It feemed as if we 
hada prefage, that this would be. our laft 
. meeting 
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meeting at Delphos; and. we: bade each 
other a thoufand times farewell, but had 
not the power to quit our mutual em- 
brace. We concerted our meafures fo as 
to fix our interview for the third night af- 
ter. During this interval, I accidentally 
fell into company with the Prieftefs. Ihr 
her behaviour to me before other people, 
fhe very naturally affumed the friendly 
air, which might be expeéted from the 
relation fhe pretended to bear to me, and 
which fhe had judged neceffary to fcreen 
her familiarities from the afperfions of ris 
gid cenfure: I remarked, however, that, 


‘when fhe thought herfelf unobferved, fhe 


fixed her eyes on me with the-utmoft ten- 


- dernefs. I was too ingenuous to fufpect 


diffimulation under thefe appearances of 
returning love ; and the conclufion I drew 
from them, entirely relieved me from the 
apprehenfion, that fhe might have difco- 
vered my connection with DP/fyche. I 
flew with impatient joy to the appointed 
interview, and- waited till the day was. al- 

| K6  anoft 
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moft ready to break upon me. I fearched © 
over the whole grove, but no Pfyche was’ 
toe be found: I paffed the two following 
nights in the fame manner; my torment ~ 
and agitation was inexprefhble. *T'was 
then I firft experienced, that my imagi- 
nation, which-had hitherto been fubfer- 
vient only to my pleafures, was capable - 
of making me as miferable, as it had 
made me happy. It was now beyond a 
doubt, that the Prieftefs had difcovered © 
our affection;.and the confideration of 
the manner in which this circumftance 
might affect P/yche, prefented itfelf inal] - 
the horrors: which a felf-tormenting ima- 
gination could paint. In the height of 
my diftraction, -I fortned athoufand def- 
parate refolutions, one after another. I 
refolved to go to the Prieftefs, and de- 
mand my P/yche; I refolved to purfue the 
moft extravagant meafures that defpair 
could fuggeft; I believe I fhould have 
been capable of fetting fire tothe temple, 
if by that means I could have hoped to 
deliver 
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deliver my Pfyche. A glimpfe of hope, 
however, that fome unforefeen accident 
might have prevented her from keeping — 
her appointment, kept me from taking . 
fome extravagant ftep, which of an evil 
that was merely imaginary, might have 
made one that was real, and irremedia- 
ble. “Perhaps,” faid I to myfelf, ‘the 
‘Prieftefs has no fufpicion of our fecret 
<¢ intercourfe ; how wretched fhould I be, 
‘<< if I were the inftrument of betraying 
“it 2” This reflection induced me to 
pay a fourth vifit to Diana’s grove. Af- 
ter having waited two hours in vain, I 
- threw myfelf, oppreffed with grief and 
defpair, at the feet of one of the 


- Nymphs, ‘where I remained for fome time 


motionlefs and infenfible. When I came 
to myfelf again, I perceived a garland of 
fréfh flowers hung round the neck and: 
arms of one of the Nymphs. I imme- 
diately {prang up, the better to difcover 
what was meant by this ornament, and 
found a billet faftened to the garland, in 

| which 
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which Pfyche told me, that I fhould fee 
her in this place the next night without 
fail at a certain hour; fhe referred me to 
this interview for an account of the acci- 
dents that had prevented her fo long from 
meeting me or letting me hear from her, 
affuring me I might reft fecure that the 

Prieftefs did net know of our intercourfe. 
I wifhed with the utmoft ardency, that 
this billet might be from Pfyche ; 1 did not 
give myfelf time to entertain the leaft 
fufpicion to the contrary; though I was 
unacquainted with the hand writing. I 
made therefore avery fudden tranfition 
from the profoundeft grief to the moft 
exceffive joy. I wound the garland about 
me, after having kiffed on each flower the 
imperceptible traces’ of the lovely fingers 
that had woven it.. The next evening 
every moment feemed an age, till the 
hour of appointment arrived. I went half 
an hour fooner to the facred grove to re- 
turn thanks to the good Nymphs for hav- 
ing taken our love under thei protection ; — 
at 
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at laft I thought I faw P/yche advancing 
through the myrtle hedges. The night 
was enlightened only by the glimmering 
of the ftars; but 1 foon knew her ufual 
drefs, and was too much tranfported by 
the firft found of her fteps, as fhe ap- 
proached, to perceive that the woman, 
.who advanced towards me, had more the 
appearance of a wanton Bacchant, than 
that youthful delicacy, which diftinguifhed 
my amiable friend. We ran into each 
others arms with mutual joy. The filent 
inchantment of the firft moment did not 
leave me at liberty to make remarks ; but 
I foon,found myfelf preffed, with an ar- 
dour very inconfiftent with the innocent 
tendernefs*of a Pfyche, to a bofom almoft 
naked and agitated with. violent palpita- 
tions. This could not be Pfyehe. I wanted 
to difengage myfelf from her arms; but . 
fhe embraced me with ftill greater ftrength, 
redoubling at the fame time her amorous 
carefles. I immediately difcovered my 
miftake, and the horror I was ferzed with 


over- 
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overpowered me fo much, that in the ef- 


forts I made to get loofe from the furious: 


Prieftefs, we both came to the ground 
together. J could with out of regard to 
her fex, which I look upon as the moft 
amiable part of the creation, that I could 
efface the fcene from my memory. The 


efforts of this unhappy woman became at - 


length fo difgufting, that they threw me 
into a paffion, which rendered me fupe- 
rior to the tranfports of her rage. . I was 


obliged to fummon all my reafon to pre- | 


vent my lofing fight of the regard I owed 


at leaft to her fex. But certain I am that | 


any woman who retained the leaft fpark 
of moral fentiment, muft have preferred 
death to the reproaches and execrations, 
with which I loaded her. She threw her- 
felf at my: feet burfting into tears—this 


fight .was infupportable—I attempted to— 


fly—fhe followed, fhe hung upon me, 
and intreated me to kill her. I paffi- 
onately called upon her to reftore Pfyche 
to me, this demand feemed to deprive her 
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of reafon. She gave me to underftand, 
that the life of that flave was in her pow- 
er, and that it depended on the refolution 
J fhould take. She perceived the altera- 
tion this mienace produced in my whole 
frame. We both remained filent for fome 
time, at length fhe aflumed a more gen- 


tle, though no lefs determined a tone, to° 


convince me of the truth fhe had juft told 
me. While fhe was faying all that her 
jealoufy could fuggeft, 1 had time to re- 
cover myfelf, and found lefs reafon to be 
apprehenfive of her threats, from confider-. 
ing that the execution of them was in- 
confiftent with the regard fhe muft have 
for her own fafety. Accordingly I told’ 
her, with a coolnefs which aftonifhed her,’ 
that fhe could only difpofe of the life of 
my young friend at her own peril; and 
defired her at the fame time to confider,. 
that fhe herfelf had put her own life, and 
what ought to be ftill dearer than that in’ 
my power. As to my own exiftence,: 
added . I more eagerly, that ceafes the 

‘moment 
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moment that P/yche is loft to me, for by 
the Deity, whofe prefence fills this facred 
region, no power upon earth fhall detain 
me from following her much loved {pirit 
into a world, where vice cannot difturb 
our facred love. My firmnefs feemed to 
fubdue the proud fpirit of the Prieftefs. 
She told me at laft, that fhe plainly faw 
I placed all my confidence in having’ it in 
my power to ruin her, that I was at lie 
berty to do what I thought proper; but 
I might reft affured, P/yche fhould be an- 
{werable for. every ftep I fhould take. 
With thefe words fhe quitted me, and 
left me in a fituation, the horror of 
which, as I then felt it, no language 
could exprefs. This adventure convinced 
me, that the Prieftefs had found means 
to difcover our fecret, and that the gar- 
Jand was an artifice of her invention. Af- 
ter fuch an inftance of bafenefs, I con- 
cluded that there was no crime how 
atrocious foever, of which this wretch 
was not capable, I was under no appre- 

henfions 
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henfions on my own account, but feared 
the worft for P/yche, whom I muft necef- 
farily leave to the fury of a rival, without 
being able to refcue her by any efforts my 
love could infpire. 


€ HA P. VY. 


Agathon flies from Delphos, and finds his 
Father. 


F TER having paffed fome days 
A in a cruel uncertainty concerning 
the fate of my beloved, I was at laft in- 
formed by a friend of her’s, who attend 
ed on the Pythonefs, that fhe was no 
Jonger at Delphos. ‘This was all I could 

Jearn of her, but it was fufficient to make 
my ftay at Delphos infupportable. My 
refolution. was inftantly taken. 1 difap- 
peared the following night, regardlefs of 
the confequences that might attend fo 
imprudent a ftep ; or to {peak more pro~ © 

| perly, 
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perly, I was in a fituation of mind, that 
prevented me from making any rational 
reflection, I paffed fome time in wander- 
ing about all the places, where I could 
entertain the leaft hope of finding any 
traces of my fair friend, having the 
weaknefs to imagine, that wherever fhe 
was would attract me by the magic power 
of the fympathy that fubfifted between our 
fouls. .But I was deceived in my expec- 
_ tation; no perfon could give me the leaft 
tidings of her. Infenfible of all the hard- 
fhips I muft neceffarily be expofed to in 
this wild purfuit, I felt no other anxiety 
than what arofe from our feparation, and 
the uncertainty of what her fate might be ; 
and would have given my life to be af- 
fured that fhe was in health. At length 
chance, or fome compaffionate Deity con- 

ducted me to Corinth. The fun was juft. 
' fet, when fatigued to the utmoft with tra- 
velling, and weakened by abftinence, I 
-atrived before the court of one of the 
“mek i aa villas, - that’ adorn the 
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fhores of the Corinthian fea.. I repofed 
myfelf at the foot of a lofty cyprefs, full - 
of reflections on the natural, and during 
the heat of paffion unforefeen, . confe- 
quences of my flight from Delphos. My 
-fitution was really fuch as might well over- 
-come the greateft fortitude. Driven into 
a world where every thing was ftrange to 
‘me, friendlefs, ignorant how I fhould 
-preferve a life, the author of which was 
not even fo much as known to me.—I 
caft a mournful look around, all nature 
appeared to have abandoned me. On the 
wide extended furface of my mother earth, 
I faw nothing to which I could lay any 
claim, except a grave, when the weight 
of misfortune fhould at length have def- 
troyed me ;. and even this I could only 
hope for, from the humanity of fome 
compaffionate traveller. Thefe melan- 
choly reflections were ftill imbittered by 
-the recollection of my former happinefs, 
and by the confcioufnefs that I had not 
deferved this calamity by any depravity 
3 , of 
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of heart, or difpraceful action. I looked 
round me with eyes bathed in tears, as if 
in fearch of one being throughout all na- 
ture, who might be affected with my 
fituation. At this mftant, I experienced 
the kind influence of that happy enthu- 
fiafm, which nature feems to have be- 
ftowed upon thofe, whofe feelings are 
more than ordjnary delicate, as an anti- 
dote to the inconveniences they are ex- 
pofed to by the fenfibility of their hearts. 
I addrefled myfelf to thofe immortals, 
with whom my foul had long maintained 
a kind of invifible conne¢tion. The idea, 
that they had been the witneffes of my _ 
whole life, my thoughts, and moft fecret 
inclinations, infufed the balm of com- 
fort into my wounded heart. I faw-my 
beloved Pfyche fecure under rhe protection 
of their wings. ‘* No,” cried I, ‘ in- 
‘‘ nocence cannot be unhappy! Vice 
“cannot always fucceed in it’s de- 
“ figns! In this ftupendous fyftem, 
‘“ where fpheres and atoms move with 
| equal 
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“<‘ equal obedience at the nod of a wife 
<< and beneficent power, it would be mad- 
<< nefs and impiety to give way to an ener- 
<‘ vating pufillanimity. My exiftence is 
‘a proof that Iam defigned for fome 
“* purpofe. Have I not a thinking foul, 
“ and limbs deftined to execute her de- 
“terminations with the moft implicit 
“© obedience > Am I not a Greek? Or, 
‘¢ if my country difclaims me, am I not 
“©a- man? Is not the whole earth my 
“* country ? Does not nature give me an 
* irrevocable claim upon her for my pre- 
~  fervation, and for every thing neceflary 
“‘to my happinefs, while I exert all my 
“‘ efforts to difcharge thofe duties which 
** ally me to the world °” ‘Thefe reflec- 
tions made me afhamed of my tears, and 
reftored my firmnefs. 1 began to confi- 
fider what expedient I could have recourfe 
to, to put myfelf in a better fituation, 
when I perceived a middle-aged man ad- 
vancing towards me, whofe air and mien 
at firft fight infpired me with confidence 

and 
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and refpect. I immediately rofe up with 
-arefolution to accoft him, to inform him 
of my fituation, and to afk his advice. 
He’ prevented me—“ Young ftranger,” 
faid he, in an accent that made my heart 
bound towards him, “thou feemeft fa- 
“ tigued with travelling; and, as I find 
** thee fheltering thyfelf under the fhade 
“ of my tree, I hope thou wilt not deny 
‘* me the pleafure of entertaining thee at 
“my houfe this night.” This man, 
whom I now concluded to be the mafter of 
the houfe I faw before me, viewed and 
confidered me with particular attention, 
while I was thanking him for his kind- 
nefs. I acknowledged to him, with a 
franknefs which betrayed my {mall know- 
ledge of the world, that having by acci- 
dent been thrown into a country where I 


knew. nobody, I was juft going to afk of. 


him that protection, he had fo generoufly 
offered me. I could not imagine what 
prejudiced him in my favour ; it was cer- 
tainly not my drefs, as I. had been 


obliged - 
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obliged, for fear of being difcovered, to 
change the habit I- wore at Delphos for a — 
much meaner, and even this was confide- 
rably damaged in travelling. He re- 
peated how highly he was pleafed that 
chance had conduéted me to him, rather 
than to any-of his neighbours. I followed 
him into the houfe, which by its dimen’ 
fions, ftile of architecture, and magnifi- 
cence, befpoke the wealth and tafte of its 
owner. The faloon into which we firft 
entered, was adorned with paintings by . 
the moft celebrated mafters, and feveral 
ftatuesand bufts by Phidias and Alcamenes. 
You know that I am extravagantly fond 
of the productions of the fine arts ; and 
my long refidence at Delphos had made 
me fome judge ofthem. I admired fome 
pieces, made fuch obfervatiens as occur- 
red to me on others, named the Artifts, 
whofe ftile or manner I was acquainted 
with, and took occafion to mention others 
of their capital pieces. I obferved that 
my loft looked at me'again with furprize, 

Vo. II. L anc 
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' and feemed aftonifhed to hear a young 
man, whom he had found lying. under a 
tree'in fuch mean attire, {peak with fo 
much judgment of thofe arts, on which it 
ufually falls enly to the lot of men of 
rank-and fortune to converfe in the ftile 
of connoiffeurs. Soon after we were in- 
formed that the fupper was ferved. He 
conducted me inta a fmall faloon, deli- 
cately painted with water colours by one 
of the moft eminent f{cholars of Parrha- 
fius. We fupped alone. The elegance of 
his table, the furniture, the attendance, all 
correfponded with the idea 1 had formed 


of the tafte and affluence of the mafter - 


of the houfe. While we were at fuppér, 
a young man of a handfome mien and in 
an elegant habit entered and recited a 


part of the Omfey with a great deal of — ° 


propriety. My hoft told me, that he 
preferred this fort of amufement for the 
mind, to the female dancers and muficians 
the Greeks are ufually entertained with at 
their meals, The commendations I be- 


fiowed’ . 
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{towed on his reader, led us into a dif- 
courfe upon the beft mode of reciting, 
and upon the Greek poets. This conver- 
fation gave my hoft frefh caufe of fur- 
prize. He viewed me with-more atten- 
tion than ever, and as I thought, with 
a kind of tender emotion. He perceived 


'’ T took notice of it, and told me, that the 


aftonifhment he had fhewn at different 
times, when he looked at me, would not 
appear fo ftrange, when I was informed, 
‘that my features and air bore an extraor- 
dinary refemblance to thofe of a perfon 
he had formerly known. ‘* Thou fhalt 
“© judge of this thyfelf,” added he, and 
then changed the converfation to other 
fubjects, till the wine and fruits were 
brought. Soon after we arofe from table, 
and having walked fome time in a galle- 
' ry, fupported by a double row of Corin- 
thian pillars of variegated marble, and 
‘magnificently illuminated, he led me into 
a clofer, the whole furniture and orna- - 
‘iments of which confifted of a writing- 
ee L 2 table 
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table, a book-cafe, a few feats, and a 
picture as large as life, which at figft ef- 
caped my notice. He defired me to fit 


‘down, and having looked with emotion 


at the picture, which hung oppofite to 
him fora confiderable time, he {poke to 
me in the following terms: “‘ Thy youth, 


amiable ftranger, the manner in which 
our acquaintance hath conimenced, 
the qualifications I have difcovered in 
thee in fo fhort a time, and the affec- 
tion thou doft infpire me with, juftity 
the curiofity 1 have to know thy name, 
and the circumftances, which at thy 
early time of life have brought thee 
into this ftrange country, at fuch a dif- 
tance from thy native home, I am 
not apt to be prepoffeffed in favour of 
any one at firft fight. But, from the. 
very moment I faw thee, I could not - 
refift a fecret charm, which attraéted 
me to thee. And in thefe few hours 
thou haft fo far juftified my fudden 
inclination for thee, that I congratulate 

“ myfelf 


AGATHON. | arr 


« myfelf -on having liftened to its fuggef- 
“tions. Gratify therefore my defire, and 
* be affured, that in making this requeft, 
«© Tam actuated much more by the hopes 
* of being ferviceable to thee, than by 
‘* an indifcreet curiofity. Confider me as 
‘6a friend, to whom, notwithftanding 
‘¢ the fhortnefs of our acquaintance, you 
“ may difclofe yourfelf with all the con- 
‘* fidence of the oldeft and moft faithful 
“* friendfhip.” I was fo touched with 
this.difcourfe, that it drew tears’ from 
my eyes: I was for fome time unable 
to fpeak; but, I believe, he read in thofe 
tears, thereply my heart made him. At 
laft. L informed. him, that 1 came from 
Delphos; that I had been educated there ; 
that my name was Agarhon; that I had 
never been able to difcover who were my 
parents; and that the only information I 
had received was, that I had been brought. 
to the temple. when I was four or five 
years. of age, and educated with other 
children defigned for the fervice of the 

L 3 | Delphic 
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Delphic God ; that as I grew up, the 
Priefts had treated me with diftinguifhed 
regard, and caufed meto be initricted in 
every thing that was neceflary to com- 
plete the education of a free-born Greek. 
Stratonicus, for fq was my hoft- called, 
could fearce reftrain himfelf.at this reci- 
tal: his colour changed ; he would-have 
fpoken, but checked himfelf, and only 
requefted to know, why. I had left Del- 
phos. . How ingenuous foever I was, I 
could not get the better of thafe confide- 
rations which filenced me on the fubject 
of my love for Pficke: to a friend of my 
own age, for. whom I fhould have enter- 
tained the fame partiality | had for Strato- 
icus, 1 hould have opened the inmoft fe- 
_ Grets of my heart without referve, as foon 
as [ had found him capable of partaking 
my fenfations; but, in_ the prefent in- 
ftlance, I was reftrained by fomething I 
eould not well account for: accordingly I 
threw the blame of my flight from Del- 


- phos entirely upon the Pythonefs, and on 
this 
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this occafion entered into as full a detail, 
as the bafhfulnefs of my age would -per- 
mit, ‘of all the allurements fhe had tried 
to overcome my virtue. He feemed 
greatly pleafed with my conduct, and af- 
ter I had continued my narrative down to 
the moment when I faw him, and ex- 
prefled my feclings on that occafion, he 
rofe eagerly from his feat, threw his arms 
about my neck, and with tears of joy and 
tendernefs exclaimed, “‘ My deareft Aga- 
“© thon, behold thy father—There,” ad- 
ded he, turning me foftly round, and 
‘pointing to the picture which ftood be- 
hind the place where I had been fitting— 
“ There~in that portrait fee thy mo- 
“‘ ther, whofe beloved features ftruck me 
“6 ‘at the firft view of thy face, and occa- 
‘© fioned an emotion, which I now. ac- 
“ knowledge for the voice of nature.” 
Thou art too well acquainted with me, 
fair Danae, not to conceive my feelings 
at that: inftant much more ftrongly. than it 
13 ‘male for me to defcribe them. Sucli 
L4 maments. 
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moments are not within the reach of de- 

{cription ; language has no words, natiire 

no images to reprefent fuch joys, and 

fancy itfelf cannot difplay them in pro- 
per colours: it is beft to be filent, and | 
leave the hearer to.his own fenfations.— 

My father’s happinefs feemed to be in- 

ereafed by my. tranfports, which for a 
confiderable tine could only be exprefted 

by tears, filent’ embraces, and the bro~ . | 
ken accents of the tendereft paffions na- 


_> vering me to be his fon, feemed to earry 


him -back once more into the happieft 
moments of his youth, and to revive ideas’ 
to which’ my prefence gave an additionat 
delight. ‘It was natural for him to fup- | 

| 


ture is'fufceptible of. _ The joy of. difco- ‘ | 


pofe that I fhould be defirous of knowing 
what reafons could prevail with fo affec- | 
tionate a father, who had fo gladly re- 
ceived me as his fon, to banifh me from 
his prefence for fuch a number of years : 
accordingly he gave me all the fatisfaction 

IT could defire upon that head, by enter- 


ing 
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ing into a circumftantial detail of the hif- 
tory of his paffion for my mother. He 
accidentally became acquainted with her 
while he was yet under the authority of 
his father, who was the chief of one of 
the moft illuftrious families in Athens. My 
mother, at her firft arrival at Athens, wag 
very young, handfome, and very virtue 


ous, and was under the care of an elderly 


woman, who pafied for her mother. The 
ftrict retirement, in which they lived, 
earning their fubfiftence with difficulty by 
the work of their own hands, fcreened 
the young Muarion from the notice and 
purfuit of rich and andolent young men, 
ever apt to confider girls, who have no! 
other defence but their innocence, : no’ 
other riches than their beauty, as. their 
lawful prey. She could not, however,. 
from an accidental circumftance, which L- 
fhall pafs over in filence, avoid being 
known to my father ; whofe regular and: 
decent way of life, diftinguifhed him 
from the generality of Athenian youth of 

_ Ls | his 
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his time. His virtue could not fecure him 
againft the charms of the young Mu/arion; 
but his love received the caft of his cha- 
racter: It was virtuous, modeft, and 
on that account more ftrong and lafting. 


His rank, his charaéter, and the delicacy 


- of his behaviour to the innocent object of 
his paffion, were fufficient reafons for juf- 


tifying the indulgence with which her. 


mother permitted his private vifits, though 
‘they foon became more and more fre- 
quent. Nothing can be more natural, 
than that we fhould be unable to fee any 
perfon we love, expofed to want ; and yet, 
at the fame time, there is no circumftance 
more fufpicions in the eye of the world, 


than the liberality of a young man to a 


young woman, whofe misfortune it is to 
raife envy-by her charms, and the con- 
tempt of the. generality by her poverty. 
In thefe cafes the world can hardly .be 
perfuaded, that the giver has no interefted 
views, and that‘ the receiver does not fhew 


her gratitude at the gio as of her inno-. 


C énce. 
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cence. On: this account Stratonicus wfed 


the greateft precaution to conceal both 
from the world, and from the parties 


themfelves, what quarter the prefents 


came from, with Which heoccafionally af- 
fitted this little family. But at laf they 


‘difcovered their unknown benefactor, and. 


thefe freth proofs of his noble way of 
thinking, completed the impreffion he had: 


made long before’ on the inexperienced . 


heart of thetender:Mu/arion, and entirely 


-gained her affections. A paffion requited' | 


With the utmoft tendernefs, could not fail’ 


‘to have made them the happieft of -lovers,. 


if the fituation of the young fair one had. 
not oppofed fome obftaclesto their lawful 


union, which any one but a lover would’ 


have thoughtipfuperable. — Stratonicus had: 


‘the good fortune to difcover.at laft, that 


his miftrefs-was an undoubted Denizen of - 
Athens, and the daughter of a very honeft,, 
though poor man, who honourably loft 
his life in the Peloponnefian war. He then. 
ventured. to difclofe the fecret of his paf- __ 

L6 . ' fion, 
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fion to his father, and tried every method. 
to obtain his confent; but the old man, 
who did not think the charms and virtues 
of the young Ma/arion fufficient to coun- 
ter-balance her want of fortune, remained 
inexorable. 

— Stratonicus’s love was too violent to fuf- 
fer him to obey the command he had 
received, to think no more of his mif- 
trefs.. He would have thought himfelf 
the bafeft of men, had he been capable 
‘of the leaft change. in his fentiments, 
‘The difficulties and impediments his love 
had to encounter, produced on the con- 
trary that effe&, which they never fail to 
Sea in fich a cafe on generous and 


ruly affectionate hearts. The fire of their 


‘mutual love .was now concentrated as it 
-Wwere into a point; and that affection, 
which for three years paft, while it had 
been fed with hope, had been calm and 
gentle, was now inflamed into the moft 
violent of paffions. The heart, tired at 
Jaft of the long oppofition to it’s darling 

pro- 
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ptopenfities, lofes all power of refiftance ; 
the longer it has endured the torments of 
a perfecuted and difappointed love, the 
ereater is the impatience with which it 
pants for that happinefs, a fingle moment 
of which is able to extinguifh the re- 
membrance of the paft, blunt the fenfe 
of the prefent, and hide the profpec& of 
future calamity from our eyes, by delud- 
ing them with the fweet fafcination of 
happy love. Add to this, that Mu/arion © 
was actuated by a motive of gratitude, 
from the oppreffive burden of which her 
heart wifhed to be relieved. They at 
length fwore eternal conftancy to each 
other, they gave full {cope to the fympa- 
thetic dictates of their hearts, and feized . 
thofe opportunities of happinefs, which 
love had put in their power. Their mu- 
tual felicity, far from weakening or ex- 
tinguifhing the tender union of their 
hearts, ferved only to maintain and 
{trengthen it. Enjoyment was. never 
Known to be the grave of real affection. 


I 
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I was, fair Danae, the firft fruits of their 
Jove. It happened fortunately at. this 
very juncture, that a fmall eftate in one 


of the iflands under the Athenian jurif. 


diction fell to my father by the will of an 
uncle. This eftate afforded a retreat to 
my mother, and was the place of my na- 
tivity. I enjoyed the advantages of her 
maternal tendernefs only three years, being 
deprived of them by the birth of 2 fifter, 
which proved the death of the amiable 
Mujfarion. In the mean time Stratonicus 
’ had made feveral attempts to foften the 
heart of his father; but all his endea- 
vours were ineffectual: He was therefore 
under the neceflity of concealing his con- 
nections with my mother, as well as the 
confequences of them. Her untimely 
death deftroyed the plan of his future 
happinefs, without weakening thofe fen- 
timents of tender fidelity, which he de- 
voted to her memory. | 


Tne care he owed to the pledges my | 
mother had left behind her, prevented — 


a him. 
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him from becoming wholly a prey to 
grief, which for. a long time rendered 
him indifferent to all the pleafures of life, 
and unfit for any kind of application. 
The temple at Delphos appeared to him 
the beft place to conceal me in, and at 
the fame time to fecure to me the advan- 
tages of a good education. He had fome 
friends there, to whom he recommended 
me in a particular manner, enjoining 
them to leave me in abfolute ignorance of 
my birth. His defign was to take me 
from Delphos, as foon as he fhould be 
mafter of himfelf and his fortune by his 
father’s death, and to bring me to Athens, 
where he then intended to declare his 
matriage with my mother, and to ac- 
knowledge me publicly for his fon and 
heir. But the circumftance of his father’s, 
death happened only a few months.before. 
_T quitted Delphos, and urgent bufinefs 
had obliged him to defer the execution, 
of his project. oo 
oe As 
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- As foon as my father had finifhed his 


narrative, he fent for an old freedman, 
whom he afked, if he knew the little 
Agathon he had delivered up to the pro- 
tection of Apollo at Delphos, fourteen years 
ago. The good old man, whofe face I was 
no ftranger to, recollected me the fooner, 
as he had during that time been frequently 
fent to Delphos by my father to inquire 
after me. A general joy now diffufed 
itfelf throughout the whole family. The 
fatisfaétion my father fhewed at {eeing me 
reftored to him, the pleafure, with which 
all his domeftics received me as the only 
fon of their mafter, completed the joy 
I muft neceflarily feel at an event, which; 
by fo unforefeen and fudden a turn, from 


the forlorn condition of a fugitive un-. 
known even to himfelf, naked and ex-. 


_ pofed to every danger, had raifed me to 


fo dazzling a fituation. Dazzling it would: 


probably have been for many, who might 


not have been fo well prepared by edu-. 


cation, as I was, to ore fuch a change 
with 
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with moderation. I muft however do 
myfelf the juftice to declare, that the 
certainty of being enrolled a citizen of 
Athens, and of being called forth by my 
birth and the virtue of my anceftors to 
the moft important offices, and the high- 
eft atchievements, was infinitely more 
pleafing to me than the confideration of 
that wealth which my father’s fondnefs 
made him impatient to divide with me. 
I fet no other value upon it, than as I 
thought it might enable me to live with’ 
greater freedom, and in a manner more © 
confiftent with the principles I had im-: 
bibed. My attention was now engaged 
in: {peculations of. another nature, which’ 
.appeared. of as much importance with 
regard to my prefent fituation, as the ex- 
ecution of them would be advantageous 
‘to the whole human race. I examined 
how I might adapt the fubliune maxims 
of my. ideal fyftem of morality, to the 
form and adminiftration of a republic. 
Thefe reflettions, which employed me 
se the 
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the greateft part of the night, infpired me 
with the warmeft zeal, for a country. I 
yet was acquainted with only from hiftory. 
I traced out to myfelf the path a Salon 
and an Ariftides had trodden before me, and 
fancied, that in purfuing it, I fhould meet 
with no obftructions, which virtue could 
not overcome. My patriotic enthufiafm 
carried me through the whole career, and 
I beheld in the city.of Arhens nothing lefs 
than the c:pital of the world, the law- 
giver of nations, the mother of arts and 
fciences, the fovereign of the fea, the 
center of intercourfe to the whole human 
‘race—In fhort, the: projects I formed 
were as chimerical -and extravagant, as 
thofe of Alcibiades ; but with this effential 
difference, that mine were the offsprings 
of a heart animated with univerfal bene- 
volence. They were alfo particular in 
this refpett, that, fuppofing them to be 
morally poffible, they might have been 
carried into execution without occafion- 
ing a tear or a figh, and would coft no 
; man 
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- man any other facrifice than that of his 
prejudices and paffions, which are the 
fources of all private unhappinefs. The 
execution of thefe projects appeared the 
more eafy to me, as I confidered the ob- 
fiacles feparately, without attending to. 
them ina general view, or to the force. 
they acquired from combination. I was 
even aftonifhed that a Pericles, inftead of. 
employing little expedients to render 
Athens the miftrefs of Greece, had not per-. 
ceived how. ‘much eafier the tafk was to. 
make her the temple. of perpetual peace;. 
and of the general happinefs of the world. 
Thefe admirable fpeculations furnifhed 
matter for converfation, with which I 
ufually entertained my father in the even- 
ing. The vivacity of my imagination 
_ was fo pleafing to him, that his heart, 
which faw its own image reflected in mine, 
 Tejoiced at thofe virtuous fentiments, 
which we both confidered, perhaps with ” 
too much partiality, as the fource of my 
political dreams. All his reprefentations 

: / of 
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of the difficulties, that oppofed my fuc- 
cefs, which he compared to thofe attend- 
ing the quadrature of the circle, had no 
greater influence towards convincing me, 
than the remonftrances of a cool friend 
ufually have upon a man in love. I had 
an an{wer for eVery thing ; and the new 
turn my enthufiafm had taken, became 
fo ftrong, that I burned with the ‘ut- 
moft impatience to be at Athens, and to 
put myfelf in a fituation to enter upon- 
this important undertaking, se which I 
Song —: — 
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Ag athon arrives at Athens, and devotes him- 
felf to the Republic. An Infiance of the 
peculiay nature, of cuhat Horace calls, 
AURA POPULARIS. 


| Y father made no longer ftay at 
M Corinth than his affairs required. 
He embraced the firft opportunity of 
carrying me to Athens, the city which my 
_ lively imagination had painted in fuch 
fplendid colours. I muft confefs, fair 
Danae, and (I hope I do not, in faying 
this, violate the facred regard I owe to ~ 
my country) that the firft view of this — 
- city ftruck me in a manner very different 
from what I expected. My tafte-was too 
much vitiated to bear any thing that fell 
fhort of the extreme. I wifhed to fee 
every object included within that nice 
line in which the beautiful and fublime . 
are united. Whenever I difcerned this 
perfection in particular parts, I was not 
fatistied 
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_ fatisfied, unlefs all thefe parts united to 
form one complete whole, in which har- 
mony and confiftency were perfectly pre- 
ferved. Athens, as well perhaps as every 
other city in the world, was very far from 
this degree of excellence, though the 
good tafte and profufion of Pericles, affif- 
ted by Phidias, Alcamenes, and other cele- 
_ brated artifts, had. raifed her to fuch a 
ftate, that fhe might contend for fuperi- 
ority with the proudeft cities in the moft 
polifhed parts of the world. I juftly con- 
fidered the improvement and completion 
of every thing in which her works of art 
might be deficient, as the eafieft part of 
my undertaking ; and that it would be 
the natural confequence of thofe meafures, 
which in my apprehenfion could not fail 
of making Athens the center of the power 
and affluence of the whole globe. 

On our arrival there my father’s firft 
care was to acknowledge me publicly, 
and in conformity to the laws of the 
' country, as his fon, and to caufe me to 
be 
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be enrolled as a-citizen. ‘This made me 
for fome time an object of general atten- 
tion. The Athenians, as thou certainly 
knoweft, are more difpofed than any other 
people, to entertain of a fudden the 
ftrongeft prepoffeffions for or againft any 
_ perfon. I was fortunate enough to pleafe 
them at firft fight. ‘The defire of feeing 
me, became a kind of epidemical paffion 
among the young and old. The young 
people. foon made a fplendid fociety 
about me, while the old men by the — 
flattering hopes they conceived of me, 
infenfibly infpired me with a fecret pride, 
-and confirmed the too high opinion I was 

' already inclined to entertain of my defti- 
nation. This infinuating pride fheltered — 
itfelf fo effectually under the patronage 
of my beft propenfities and moft virtuous 
fentiments, that it efcaped my penetra- 
tion, but it did not affect that modefty, 
which feemed to diftinguifh me from 
moft ef the young people of equal rank 
with myfelf. This difpofition, befides 
| that © 
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that it gained ‘me-the general efteem of — 
the lower clafs of people, procured me 
alfo the advantage of being well received 
among the higheft, the wifeft, and the 
moft experienced perfons in the ftate. 
Their converfation led me to the know- 
ledge of a variety of particulars, which 
were of fignal fervice to me, on account 
of my early entrance into the republic. 
The purity of my manners, the attention 
I had to the improvement of my time, 
the zeal I fhewed in qualifying myfelf 
for the fervice of my country, my punc- 
tual attendance on the Gymnafia, and - 
the prizes I carried off in thefe exercifes 
from the generality of competitors of my 
own age, all concurred in maintaining 
the favourable opinion which had been 
at firft entertainéd of me. My father’s 
merit, and the antiquity of our family, 
hhad no lefs a thare in opening the way to” 
my advancement in the ftate ; fo that it’ 
is not a matter of furprize, that at an 
| aBes in which the generality of youth are 
only 
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only, intent on purfuing their pleafures, I 
fhould have had the courage to harangue 
in, the public aflemblies, and the good 
fortune to meet with applaufe. This 
circumftance indeed .expofed me to the 
rifque of being overthrown by my own 
prefumption,, and by the envy of my 
competitors, .as coos | as 1 had, been 
raifed. 

ELOQUENCE at Athens, as well. as .in 
all free ftates, where the people are ad- 
mitted to fhare in the adminiftration, 1S 
the fhorteft road to high, employments, 
and the-fureft method of attaining au- 
thority and influence without them. I 
therefore applied myfelf afiiduoufly to 
ftudy the myiterious powers of this. art, 
on the practice of which, and on the 
. degree of fkill I might acquire in it, the 
fuccefsful execution of my plans feemed 
to depend. When I reflected on all that 
Pericles and Alcibiades had perfuaded the 
Athenians to, I did not entertain the leaft 
doubt but that I fhould be able with the 
Vol. II. M fame 
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fame addrefs, to bring them over to 
fchemes of equal importance, which be- 
fides that they were more noble in them- 
felves, and led to much more fignal ad- 


_ . vantages, were at the fame time neither 


fo dangerous nor fo uncertain. With this 
view I attended the fchool of Plato, which 
was then in its higheft reputation at 
Athens, He united the wifdom of Socra- 
tes with the eloquence of Gorgias: and 
Prodicus; and, in the opinion of my moft 
experienced friends, was much more pro- 
per than the Rhetoricians were, to form 
an orator ; whofe aim ought not to be fo 
much the captivating of the minds of his 
audience, by the delufive artifices of an 
infidious logic, as by the force of truth. 
From the freedom of accefs, which this 
celebrathed philofopher allowed me, I 
foon found that my way of thinkisg was 
confonant to his principles, and the 
friendfhip he infpired me with at firft, 
grew into an enthufiaftic attachment. 
This would have turned out to my difad- 

vantage, 
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vantage, if the fame opinions had been 
then entertained of him, as have pre- 
-vailed fince the publication of his meta- 
phyfical dialogues, by which he with 
more reafon incurred, both from perfons 
in power, and even ffom feveral who had 
before been his admirers, the reproach, 
which Arifophanes had formerly, with 


- great injuftice, thrown out againft the 


wife Socrates. THe had not then indeed 
written either his Timzus or his Repub- 
lics ; but the whole of this laft mentioned 
work was already planned in his mind, 
for he frequently gave me the fubftance 
of it as we were. converfing in the acade- 
mic: walks, This philofopher took the 
more pains to inftill into me his notions 
of the beft manner of regulating and 
conducting human fociety, as he hoped 
to have the fatisfaction of feeing them 
realized by my means, at leaft as far as. 
circumftances would permit. But how- 
ever warm his wifhes for fuch an event 
might be, they certainly fell fhort of the 

M2 ardour 


‘244 “ The Hiftory of.: ° 
.ardour which animated me to reduce his 
fpeculations into praétice. .My fenfe of 
the duties sscumbent on a man who takes 
-@ part in public affairs, was propertioned 
-to the fincerity and integrity of may in- 
‘tentions. I thought myfelf. far from be- 
ing actuated by ambition or other felf- 
interefted paffions; confcious as | was, 
that might I have been allowed to chuf 
ithe kind of-life that was moft agreeable to 
-me, | fhould have preferred a retirement 
‘far from the hurry of cities, with the fa- 
ciety of the Mufes, which I ftil) loved, to 
the honour of governing the whole 
.world. I confidered therefore, . that I 
-could not be too well prepared to enter 
ona ftage, where the firft foene generally 
‘determines the fate of the whole piece. 
I refifted the importunities of my “friends 
and my own withes, on feveral occafions, 
which feemed to call upon me; notwith- 
, {tanding there. were not wanting, fince 
the time of Alcibiades who had fo fuccefs- 
a fet the eanpe: many young men, 
wha 
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who diftinguifhed ‘by no other talents 
than thofe of conducting an entertainment 
with propriety, elegance in drefs,. dan- 
cing or.playing on the lute, ‘were pre- 
fumptuous enough to make a fudden trans 
fitton from the embraces of a courtezan,, 
to the aflembly: of .the people ; where, 
highly perfumed, they: harangued in a 
ludicrous manner on affairs of ftate; and 
the defects of public adminiftration. 

- .Ar length an incident, in which a 
friend: I: much efteemed. was: interefted, 
overcame all my fcruples.. A.powerful 
party: was formed to’ ruin him ; though 


he .was inwocent, yet appearances. were 


not in -his favour, and the ‘ftrongeft pre- 


poffefhons prevailed againft him. | His 
few remaining* friends, who. {til enters - 


tained. a favourable opinion of him,. were 
deterred from openly taking his-part, left 
they::might draw upon themfelves. the rez 
fentment of his enemies. « In -thefe cir 


 cumaftances I gave:out, that. 1 would un 


dertake his defence. . As I was convineed 
oe” M 3. - of 
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of his innocence, all the reafons whicl: 
intimidated the reft of his friends, wrought 
the very oppofite effect upon me. The 
report that Agathén, the fon of Stratoni- 
eus, had offcred to plead the caufe of Ly- 
fas, already prejudged in the common 
opinion of the public, engaged the atten- 
tion of all Athens. The affection the 
people bore me made them foon alter 
their opinions of this affair. The Athenis 
ans, charmed with my generofity, ad- 
thired my courage and magnanimity (as 
they called it) im declaring myfelf in fa- 


vour of a friend deferted by all the world, © 


and abandoned to the rage and power of 


hisenemies. It was ardently wifhed, that 


I might fucceed in the attempt; and fa 
great was the enthufiafm that fpread itfelf 
among all ranks of people,. that the ad- 
verfaries of Lyfias found themfelves under 
a neceffity of poftponing the iffue of the 
caufe, till the ferment raifed: in men’s 
minds was abated. In the mean sme 
they left no artifice untried, that they 


judged 
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judged neceffary to infure their fuccefs ; _ 
but the event fruftrated all their precau- 
tions. The acclamations I was received 
with by a great multitude of the people, 
infpired me with courage: I fpoke with a 
firmnefs and fpirit, which could hardly be 
expected froma young man, who {poke 
for the firft time before fo numerous an 
affleinbly ; and an affembly too, in which — 
the loweft mechanic thought himfelf a 
judge of eloquence. Truth produced the 
effect it never fails to have, when dif- 
played in a proper light, and delivered 
with that energy, which flows from the 
orator’s confidence in the juftice of his 
gaufe. It gained every heart: Ly/fag was 
acquitted, and Agatkon, now become the 
hero of the Athenians was condugked 
home in triumph. 

AFTER this, | appeared frequently in 
the public aflemblies : the attachment of 
the people, and their approbation of me 
whenever I fpoke, encouraged me to take _ 
fome part in the adminiftration of public 

M4 affairs. 
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affairs. As fortune feemed determined 
not to forfake me till fhe had raifed me 
to the fummit of republican greatnefs, fo 
the progrefs 1 made in my new career 
was forapid, that in a fhort time my in- 
tereft with the people -counterpoifed thé 
authority of the moft powerful men in 
Athens, Yeven thofe, who were fecretly 
iy enemies, were obliged, in order to 
pleafe the people, publicly to join the 
train of my admirers. The death of my. 
father happening at this junéture, de- 
prived me of a friend and guide, whof¢ 
prudence was indifpenfably neceflary to 
conduct me through the dangerous ocean 
of politics. I found myfelf in poffeffior 
of his affluent fortune; which-had never 
made him obnoxious to envy, becaufe he 
_ had ufed it with great moderation, LIhad 
not the fame prudence: it is true I -ap- 
plied it-only to laudable and noble pur- 
pofes; I lavifhed it in aéts of beneficence: 
The misfortunes of a citizen, provided 
they could not be attributed to his own 
= es fault, 
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fault, were a. fufficient recommendation’ 
to my bounty. My ‘houfe became the 
afylum of men of letters, artifts, and 
ftrangers: infhort, my purfe was open to 
all who had occafion for it; but this wag. 
the -very: circumftance that afterwards: 
contributed tomy fall, Had I lavithed' 
my eftate on parafites.and courtezans, and’ 
in giving a conftant fucceffion of fump~ 
tuous’ and extravagant entertainments, I 
might have-continued the favourite of the: 
Athenians. It was,. :however, a confide-- 
table time before the jealoufy my conduct 
excited among all-the' perfons. of diftine- 
tion in. Athens, - dared to thew itfelf by. any 
.vifible marks:: The People; whor Had! 
‘hitherto only loved,. began: now to: deify: 
me... The'expreffion I here ufe is not too: 
_ ftrong ; for a: certain poet, who was ‘fre- 
quently, at my.table, took. it ance into his: 
-head,. in a:tedious- atid: wretched: poem, , 
‘to make me the fon of Apolla:. This piece: 
af flattery, which only laughed :at; did 
not. ftrike. the people, who are. always: 
be Ms. betteré 
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better pleafed with the marvellous than 
the natural, in fo ridiculous a light. It 
gained fuch credit among them, that a 
report was gradually propagated, afcrib- 
ing to my mother the honour of having 
captivated by her charms the God of 
Delphos. How extravagant foever this 
fuppofition was, it feemed highly proba- 
ble to the lower clafs of my adherents ; 
who imagined this was the only method 
they had, to account for the more than 
human perfections they attributed to me, 
and to juftify the abfurd expeétations 
they had conceived. The prejudices of 
the multitude were carried fo far, that — 
many of them declared publicly, it was 
through me alone Athens could become 
the miftrefs of the world, and demanded | 
that I fhowld be immediately invefted 
with the fupreme authority. Nothing 
lefs was expected from this ftep, than a 
revival of the golden age, anentire aboli- 
‘sion of the odious diftinctions between 
_ wich and poor, and a happy ftate of idle- 
ae rs nefs 
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nefs amidft all the pleafures and amufe- 
ments of life. All the people of Athens 
were more or lefs poffeffed with this 
frenzy, and wanted nothing but an op- 
portunity to induce them even to violate 
the laws in behalf of their favourite. This 
foon prefented itfelf. In Exboea and other 
iilands, defirous of fhaking off the too 
heavy yoke the Athenians had impofed 
upon them, a revolt was excited, in which 
they were fecretly fupported by the Spar- 
tans. Excepting the theory I had acqui- 
ted by private ftudy, no one could poffi- 
bly be more ignorant of the art of war 
than myfelf. I had not attained the age 
required by law to qualify perfons for 
public employments. We had no {car- 
city of experienced generals.< | exerted all 
my influence to get one of them, whom 
on account of his moral character I ef- 
teemed above the reft, chofen to com- 
imand the forces againft the rebels ; but 
all my endeavours had no effect upon 
the heated imaginations of the moft lively 
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and volatile people in the world. Agathon® 
who had the credit of poffeffing all forts 
of talents, from whom every one believed 
he had a right to expect prodigies, was 
the only perfon deemed capable of main- 
taining the glory of the Athenian name, 
and of realizing the pompous revéries of 
the idle politicians in Athens, who vied 
with-each other on this occafion, in fornr- 
ing the moft ridiculous projects. Thefe _ 
people were fo bufy, that they fpread the 
contagion of their folly among the great- 
eft part of the. citiaens. Every intelthi- 
gence of the revolt of any other ifland was 
received with a general joy; they would 
willingly have feen all Greece in arms on 
this-occafion, nor were there wanting re+ 
ports to aggravate every circumftance. At 
jaft it was faid, in order to open a more 
extenfive field of aétion for me, and af* 
ford the Athenians a greater opportunity 
of amufing themfelves with theit ideas of 
my heroic exploits, and of my conquefts, 
by which they were to be enriched, that 
. . may =n} 
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even the king of ‘Perfia had taken’ part ‘tit 
~ the revolt of Exboea. . I was accordingly 
_ appointed, (in fpight of my endeavours 
to the contrary) commander of the forces 
deftined to’ reduce the rebel iflands ; and 
was invefted with an unlimited power ovet 
the armies, the fleet, and the treafury. 
Finding myfelf under a neceffity of com- 
plying with the caprice’ of my fellow- 
citizens, I refolved to do it in a proper 
mariner, and to confider: it as affording 
me a favourable opportunity of entering: 
upon the execution of my: plan. Iwas 
fenfible, that the iflanders did not com- 
plain of the Athenians without reafon, 
and that they muft diflike a government, 
by which they were perpetually oppreffed, 
impoverifhed, and ’perfecuted.: I founded 
my whole plan of quieting: and redueing 
them to obedience, on lenient meafures, 
‘and the redrefs of thofe grievances, which 
‘had provoked them. I! determined there- 
_-fore to obferve the ftricteft juftice in re- 
gulating the contributions, which had 
‘ . been 
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been extorted from them contrary to their 
privileges, and beyond their ability; and 
to reftore to them thofe rights, and immu- 
nities, which they were entitled to as 
Grecians, and allies, by virtue of feveral 
particular ‘treaties. But before my de- 
parture from Athens, I found it neceflary 
to prepare the minds of the citizens, and 
bring them to a temper that might coin- 
cide with my principles and views; and 
the more fo as I perceived that the re- 
membrance of thofe extravagant projects, 
with which the vanity of Alcibiades had 
amufed them, was ftrongly revived upon 
this occafion. Accordingly I afflembled 
the people, and exerted all the force of 
eloquence, which is more prev2iling with 
the Athenians than with any other nation, 
‘to convince them of the juftnels of my 
plan, which I opened to them as far as 
"was necefflary to anfwer my purpofe. Af- 
ter having teprefented in the moft lively 
manner, to what a pitch of greatnefs, and 
epience the republic might arrive by its 
natural 
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natural advantages and internal ftrength, 
I endeavoured to fhew, that extenfive 
conquefts, exclufive of the danger which 
attended them from the uncertainty of the 
fortune of war, muft in the end infal- 
libly fink the ftate under the weight of its 
own greatnefs, - 1 then traced out a furer 
and fhorter way of rendering Athens the 
miftrefs of the world, by fhewing itto be 
an inconteftible truth, that the nation 
which is moft eminent for riches and pru- 
dence, muft ever give laws to the reft ; 
fince opulence always gives a fuperiority, 
which prudence knows how to ufe to the 
beft advantage. I infifted that Athens 
would in both gain the afcendant over all 
nations, if on the one hand fhe continued 
to be thé protectrefs of all ufeful and or- 
namental arts; and on the other took 
care to preferve a fovereign dominion at 
fea, not with the view of extending her 
conquefts, but of gaining fuch reputation 


_among other powers, as would induce 


them to. feek her alliance, and deter 


them 
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them from: incurring * her ‘refentment ¢ 
that the keeping up of a good’ un- 
derftanding with other nations, and pro-: 
moting a commerce as extenfive as pof- 
fible, is the moft natural and the fureft 
method -a: maritime ftate’ can adopt; 
m order to arrive gradually at a pitch of 
ereatne{s, to which imagination can {et 
no bounds;’ that to effeét this fhe 
muft not only preferve her own berry, 
but likewife ‘that of all other ftates; ef- 
pecially the fieighbouring © ones ;° at leaft 
that fhe fhould fupport them ih their an- 
tient and natural form of government. 
That confequently an alliance with her 
neighbours, and afriendfhip that would be 
equally ‘advantageous to’ both - parties, 
would, according ‘to the fyftem of uni 
verfal politics, give a greater decree of 
‘power, authority and influence to fuch 
‘a ftate, than bringing them under fub- 
jection, inasmuch as-a friend is ever 


‘more valuable than a flave: That juftice- 


4s the fole foundation of - the ftrength’ and: 
ety x | ° | per- 


AG ATHON. ‘257 
[permanency of a ftate, as it is ‘the only 
tie of fociety between individuals and 
nations. That this juftice required of us 
to confider every political community, 
fimall or large, in the fame light as our 
own, and to allow it the fame rights as 
we fhould expect ourfelves. That a con- 
du&t, regulated by fuch principles, was 
the fureft method of acquiring a general 
confidence, and inftead of a fovereignty 
attended with all the dangers of tyranny, 
would procure us a voluntary obedience, 
which had: in reality all the advantages 
of the former, without it’s odious ap- 
pearance or pernicious confequences. 

Havine fet all thefe truths in the 
ftrongeft light, I applied them to the 
ftates ‘of Greece and Athens, and, on this 
~ occafion, clearly evinced the folly of the 
projects of Alcibiades, and others of the 
fame volatile and ambitious character. I 
endeavoured to prove, that the revolt’ of 
thefe iflanders, who had hitherto been 


under the protection of the republic, and 
| had 
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had lately through the fault of fome evil 

counfellors been treated as the flaves of 

conqueft, afforded a moft favourable op- 

portunity of conv incing all Greece, of the 

integrity and generofity of the Atheni- 
ans; that this revolt alfo, by augmenting ! 

confiderably the ftrength of the navy, the 

expence of which would be fully com- 

penfated by a more fecure and enlarged 

commerce, furnifhed an occafion of put- 

ting Athens upon fo refpectable a footing, 

that their mild and. generous treatment of 

the rebels, could not with the leaft ap- 3 

pearance of probability, be attributed to : 

the weaknefs of the ftate, or their inabr- 

lity to obtain ample fatisfaction. 

I fupported thefe propofals with every 
argument calculated to make the ftrong- 
eft impreffion on the lively imaginations 
of my audience, and had the fatisfaction 
to find, that my oration was received with 
a degree of applaufe far beyond my ex- 

pectations. The nature of the Athenians 
is uch, that they fuffer themfelves to be 
3 as 
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as. eafily influenced by truth and found | 


principles, as by .the ijlufion of falfe po- 
licy, provided they are fet in as pleafing 


alight, and defcribed in as lively colours 


as are ufually expected from all who 
{peak on public affairs. As it was the 
end of all their withes, that Athens might 


be raifed to the fummit of ‘greatnefs ; fo 
it was indifferent to them by what means 


this. end was obtained. The greateft 
number of the citizens, who derived 
miore advantage from peace than war, 
were better pleafed to fee thefe ambitious 
hopes gratified ina way which did not clafh 
with their private intereft. My fecret 
enemies, who were fully perfuaded, that 
this expedition would fome way or athey 
terminate in my difgrace, were very far 


from making any public oppofition to 


my meafures. But I afterwards found, 
that they fecretly exerted their utmoft ef- 
forts to difconcert them, and threw every 
poflible difficulty in my way. They pro- 
ceeded fo far as to inflame the difcon- 
| , tented 
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tented iflanders* by ‘fecret’ ‘machinations 
and make them ‘averlé to accept any ‘Téa 
fonable ternis. :: The contempt this revolt 
was at firft treated with at Athens, the con- 
tagion.- of example, and the-artifiees of 
other Grecian ftates, who beheld the 
power of the Athenians ‘with jealous eyes, 
induced the Attic colonies to join in the 


rebellion.’ Moft of the allies became alfo. 


enterprizing-enough to-ufurp an inde- 
pendence, the: pernicious confequences. 
of which were concealed: under the fpe- 
cious name of liberty.’ There was now 
no time to be loft if we would prevent @ 


general infurrection and con{piracy againft 


thé. Athenian ftate and my: countrymen; 
who comnfidered the ftorm while at! a dif- 
tance, metely as a fubjet for witticifms 
and’ ballads, when. it came “nearer: to 
them, made a fudden tranfition from the 
moft carelefs indifference to a- pufillani- 
imity not ‘lefs extravagant. : They’ even 
magnified the dahger {6 exceedingly, that 
IT was obliged: to:‘put-to fea-before the 

neceflary 


- 


_ 


AGATHON. — 261 
neceffary ‘armament was half ‘prepared. 
I had taken the precaution to appoint 
that friend, to whom the partiality of the 
people had fo unjuftly preferred me, the fe- 
‘cond in command. - [ufed the authority 
‘my ‘commiffion gave me over him with fo 
much modefty, that I prevented any jea- 
loufy, which might probably have de- 
feated the fuccefs of our enterprize. We 
acted with fincerity and without the leaft 
-repard to felf-intereft, in conformity toa 
-plan previoufly fettled between us. - For- 
“tune was fo favourable tous, that in one 
fingle expedition all the iflands, colonies, 
‘and tributary flates of Athens were not 
‘only brought back to their allegiance, but 
-by the abolition of thofe taxes they had 
been unjuftly oppreffed with, and by the 
we-eftablifhment of theti liberties, became 
,even, more than ever difpofed to prefer the 
friendfhip of the-Athenians to all other 
valliances: that had been propofed to them. 
dn all this, I a€ted according-to my own 
pinion, without waiting. for-any: parti- 
tas | cular 
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cular orders; and this I did with the 
gteater confidence, as I made only fuch 
-concefions to the malcontents, as they 
had an indifputable right to demand, as 
well from the law of nature as in virtue 
of former ftipulations. . By this indul- 
gence, I likewife procured feveral new 
and confiderable advantages to the Athe- 
Mans; advantages, which extended to 
the whole republic: whereas the oppref- 
fion, under which thefe iflands had la- 
boured, had only filled the coffers of a 
few individuals, the former favourites of 

the people, | 
I returned to Athens therefore with the 
fatisfaction of having done good ; happy 
in the united efteem and ftrongeft attach- 
ment of all the colonies and allies; and 
with a'full aflurance, that at the head of 
a fleet thrice as powerful as that I had 
carried out with me, I fhould meet with 
a recompence in the approbation of my 
fellow-citizens, which I thought I de- 
ferved. I flattered myfelf, that-I had. 
done 
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done fome fervice to my country, by ex- 
tinguifhing in fo fhort a time a rebellion, 


which appeared fo general and fo dange- 


rous. Of our enemies I had made friends, 


and of wavering fubjects firm allies ; 


whofe fidelity there was the lefs reafon to 
doubt, as I had united by the ftrongeft 
ties their fafety and welfare with the inte- 
refts of Athens. 1 had expended a great 
part of my own fortune to fave the pub- 
lic money, and had confiderably. aug- 
mented the force of our navy by the ad- 
dition of more than a hundred gallies, 
which I| obtained as a free gift from the 
reconciled iflanders. - I had eftablifhed 
the authority of Athens, intimidated thofe 
who envied her greatnefs, and in fhort, 
procured her a peaceable commerce, the 
prefervation of which, at leaft-for a con- 
fiderable time, depended only on her own 
conduct. When I reflected upon the 
good effects of my expedition, my whole 
foul felt fo exquifite a delight, that I 
found myfelf fuperior to. any other re- 

7 ward 
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ward than. the. efteem and confidence of 
my countrymen. . But ‘the difpofition of 
the Athenians was fuch, that they fet no 
bounds to the firft tranfports of their gra- 
titude. . I was brought. back in triumph, 
and every mark of honour was heaped on. 
me with emulation. The {culptors were 
employed night and day in finifhing a 
number of my ftatues. The temples, 
_ public places, and porticos were decora- 
ted with monuments of my fame. Even 
thofe, who afterwards proved the moft 
active in procuring my difgrace, were at 
this time the moft zealous in propofing 
exceffive and hitherto unheard of re- 
wards; and the people in the heat of 
their enthufiaftic affections, joyfully ac- 
ceded. to thefe propofals, without think- 
ing that. all thefe extravagant marks of. 
their attachment would in a fhort’' time 
be imputed to me as fo many crimes. 
- Wuen I found it impoffible for me 
with all my difcretion to ftem the over- 
flowing tide of the people’s gratitude, I 
thought 
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thought it beft to leave Athens for fome 
time, till the vivacity pf the Athenians, 
either by the exhibition ofa new comedy, 
the arrival of fome foreign performer, or 
the appearance of a frefh dancer, fhould 
have taken another turn. I therefore re- 
tired to my eftate at Corinth, where in 
company with the mufes and graces, I 
gave myfelf up to that eafe and indul- . 
_ gence I thought myfelf entitled to, after 
the continued labours of a whole year. I 
little imagined, that in a city where I 
feemed to be the favourite, I had ene- 
mies, who, while I wes indulging in all 
the innocent eafe and focial freedom of a 
country life, were employed in forming.a 
fcheme for my deftruction, as vile as it 
was well concerted. 

Wuen I enter into the moft fevere 
examination of my public and private life 
at Athens, 1am not con{cious of having 
deferved my diferace ; or even of having. 
contributed to it any farther than by want 
of forefight, and of a certain republican 
Vol. UI. N pru- 
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prudence, which experience alone can 
fupply. _ I lived agreeably to my tafte, 
and the dictates of my heart; and con- 
{cious that they were both equally good, 
I did not imagine that any one would. 
think of afcribing to my actions other 
views than thofe I really had. I lived 
with a certain degree of magnificence,. 
merely becaufe I admired what was beau- 
tiful, and was poffeffed of a large eftate. 
I did good to every body, becaufe my. 
‘heart felt a fatisfaction in benevolence, 
which I preferred to all other delights, 
I devoted myfelf to the fervice of the 
ftate, becaufe I was called to it by my 
birth, and felt within. myfelf a difpofition. 
for public employments; and. becaufe 
I hoped by the favour of my fellow- 
citizens to be invefted with the power of 
becoming ufeful to my country and to 
mankind in general. I had no other ob- 
ject in view, and fhould as foon have 
rmagined, I might have been accufed of 
adefigp to ufurp the throne of Perfia, as of 
, | an 
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an intention to opprefs my country. As’ 
I knew I had not deferved any man’s ha~’ 
tred, fo I looked upon all, thofe as my’ 
friends, who pretended to be fo, efpeci- 
ally as there was fcarce one perfon in’ 
Athens on whom | had not conferred fome 
favour. For the fame reafon, I was as 
little anxious to form a party for myfelf, 
as I was'to prevent the private cabals of 
enemies of whom | was not aware. I did 
not imagine, that the candid and unaflum- 
ing freedom, with which I always delivered 
my fentiments on every occafion, ‘could | 
poffibly create me any enemies. In a word, 
I did not yet know, that virtue, merit, 
and beneficence were the direct means of 
exciting in the breafts of fome men, the 
moft envenomed hatred. A melancholy 
experience could only convince me of 
this truth, and it is but juft, that I fhould 
acknowledge myfelf indebted to that ex- 
perience for having done me no greater 
injury, than that of banifhing me from 
my native country, withdrawing from mé 

N 2 the 
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the affections of my fellow -citizens, crufh- 
ing all my beft hopes, and depriving me 
af the happinefs of doing good, and of 
the ineftimable adv ane of — 
dence. 
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CHAP. VIL 
Agathon is banifhed from Athens. 
gf lee period of my hiftory I am 


now arrived at, revives fuch pain- 
ful reflections, that I may well be excu- 
fed from dwelling any longer upon it 
than is neceflary for my own juftification. 
' It is poffible, that fome of my enemies 
might be influenced to combine againft 
me from motives of republican zeal, and 
might have thought they fhould render as 
important a fervice to their country by 
contributing to my overthrow, as Har- 
— modius and Ariflogiton fancied they did in 
om the fons of Pah Gfratus. But, 


in 
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in general, it is certain that thofe, who 

moft obftinately fought my ruin, were 
actuated by no other motive than their | 
jealoufy of the power I was invefted | 
with by the unanimous voice of the peo- 
ple, which they confidered with reafon 
as an obftacle to their ambitious and -in- 
terefted defigns: moft of them perfuaded 
themfelves alfo, that they had fome pri- 
vate injuries to revenge; fome ftill kept 


alive the refentment they had entertained: 


againft me from the firft time I appeared . 
tn public, when I refcued the integrity 
ef my friend from the effects of their ma- 
lice; others were offended, becaufe in 
preference to them I was elected by the 
people to command againft the revolted: 
iflands ; many were offended at being 
deprived of thofe advantages they had — 
poffefled from the unjuft oppreffions 
they had. practifed againft thefe sftand-: 
ers. It was in: vain to alledge, thac | 
had not defigned to offend them, and: 
that all thefe were merely accidental con- 

N 3. fequences, 
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fequences, from having done my duty, 
and acted agreeably to the dictates of my 
confcience. They viewed my ations in 
a quite different light, and laid it down 
as a maxim, that whoever fet bounds to 
their private views, could not be an honeft 
man. Ithappened unfortunately for me, 
. thar moft of the perfons .who compofed 
this. cabal, were of the nobieft and richeft 
men in A‘gens; to this muft be added, 
that the conftancy of my love for Pfyche, 
had engaged me to refufe the moft advan- 
tageous alliances that had. been offered 
to me, and had thus deprived me 
af the affiftance and fupport I might have 


received’ from: a connection. .with fome: — 
- powerful family. In fhort T had nothing: 


to oppofe againft the intrigues and com- 
bined: ftrength of fo many enemies but 
my innocence, fome fervices, and the at- 
tachment of the people; weak defentfes, 


unable to. refift the attacks of envy, ma-> 


lice, and violence !. Innocence may be 


made fufpicious ; actual fervices may 
is | have 
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_ have the appearance of crimes, by being 
placed in a wrong light; and what reli- 
ance can we have on the favour of an en- 
 thufiaftic people, whofe precipitation 
precludes all reflection; who love and 
hate in extremes ; and who, when their 
imaginations are once heated, are as 
eafily fwayed one way as the other, ac- 
cording to the different impulfes they re- 
_ ceive? What had I to expect from the 
affeftions of a people, who had fuffered 
the great guardian of Grecian liberty to 
perifh in a dungeon; who had banifhed 
| the virtuous Arifides, becaufe he had by 
_ his merit obtained the furname of Juf; 
who with their ufual caprice had: con: 
—demned Socrates himfelf toa cup of poi: 
fon, becaufe he was the wifeft and. mot 
virtuous man of his age? As foon as. 
received the firft intelligence of the ftorm 
that threatened me, fuich examples as 
thefe. left me no room to doubt what 
kind of treatment I fhould meet with 
" from the Athenians: they taught me to 
N 4 expect 
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expect nothing lefs than the fame fate, 
and contributed to enable me to fupport 
with greater fortitude, misfortunes whieh 
fuch excellent,men had experienced be- 
fore me. 

THE perfon my enemies fixed upon to 
be my accufer, was one of thofe florid 
fpeakers, who are ever ready to exercife 
their venal talents in pleading, either on 
the right or wrong fide of the queftion. 
He had been taught in the fchool of the 


celebrated Gorgias to miflead the under- | 


ftanding of his audience by the. detufions 
of oratory, and to perfuade them, that 
they faw what they did not. He gave 
himfelf little trouble to prove, what he 
had ventured to affert with the greateft ef- 
frontery ; but he had the addrefs to give 
fo plaufible an appearance, and, by an. 
arbitrary and therefore more artful ar- 
rangement of his propofition, fo dexte- 
roufly ta hide the futility of each argu- 
ment confidered feparately and diftinétly, 
that it was not eafy for the foundeft judg- 

| ment, - 
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ment, though ever fo much ypon its. 
guard, to avoid being: mifled: by him,. 
He profeffed to lay the principali ftrefs of 
his accufation upon the mal-adminiftra-. 
tion I had been guilty of as commander of _ 
the expedition againft the revolted: tribu-. 
tary iflands. He argued with great pomp. 
of words, that I had not done any thingy 
in this expedition worth repeating ; that, 
inftead of chaftifing the rebels, and re~ 
ducing them to obedience, I had protec-. 
ted and rewarded them for theis revolt ;. 
that I had granted them more than they: 
would ever have had the confidence to afk, 
and by this wnaccouatable proceeding, 
had given them encouragement and. 
_ power to embrace the firft opportunity of — 
fhaking off their dependance on Athens... 
‘He refted the whole on maxims of policy 
diametrically oppofite to mine; but — 
which were too flattering to the humour: 
of the Athenians, or indeed to.that of any | 
other nation, not to make an impreffion, 
upon them. He had even the malicious, 
Ng art 
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art to leave it a’matter of doubt, whether 
1 had acted in this manner through igrio- 
rance or defign; but on the one hand 
made fuch a pompous panegyric upon 
my abilities, and on the other: fuggefted 
fuch probable marks of defign, that the 
conclufion was felf evident. - This led hiny 
to the fecond part of his aecufation, which - 
was in reality, though he would not own 
it, his principal object: and after this-he 
alledged numberlefs imputations againft 
me, in order to reprefent me to the peo- 
ple as an ambitious man, who had formed’ 
a plan'to opprefs his country, and make 
himfelf-abfolute mafter of it, under the 
appearance of magnanimity, generofity, 
and popularity. Every feeming virtue I 
profeffled was the mafk of fome vice, 
Which was fecretly undermining the Ji- 
berty and happinefs of the Athenians. It 
muft be confefled indeed; that here a 
large field was opened for my adverfary to? 
difplay his eloquence to advantage, -and. 
to give his audience-the pleafure that re- 
publicans 
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‘publicans ufually take in feeing a cha- 
racter depreciated, which appeared to be 
fuperior to their own. But while he en- 
_ deavoured to fully every aétion of my 
‘private life, however. irreproachable. it’ 
once appeared, he was obliged to take: 
care, left the artifices: he employed to 
blacken me, fhould appear:too obvious... 
He therefore recapitulated every circum- 
ftance that could reprefent me in an 
_ odious light ; and'when he was:<at a lofs: 

‘to find out crimes-that he could with any 
fhew of probability: impute to me, he did’ 


| _ not fcruple to:charge me with the follies. 


of others, and even with thofe: extrava- 
gant honours which had been forced upon: 
_ me inthe height of my fuccefs,.and fa- — 
_ your with the people. . He even laid to: 
my account thofe miferable verfes, with 


_ ‘which fome poets (whom out of a_prin- 


ciple of compaffion, which was perhaps - 
‘carried too far, I admitted! conftantly:at 
_ my table) had endeavoured’ to exprefs 
their gratitude at the expence. of their: 
Own... 
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own reputation as well as mine. I was 
very ferioufly charged with having had the 
arrogance and impiety to declare myfelf 
the fon of the Delphic God ; and my ac- 
cufer did not omit this opportunity of 
fuggefting doubts concerning my real ex- 
traction, and, by ftrokes of pleafantry, 
to countenance the opinion of feveral 
people, who, as he faid; infinuated that 
they had been informed, 1] owed my exif- 
tence to the fecret gallantries of fome 
Prieft of Delphos. ‘Throughout the whole 
of this- oration, raillery fharpened with 
malice fupplied the want of folid evi- 
dence; but the Athenians had been long 
accuftomed to take wit for truth, and to ~ 
fancy themfelves convinced, whenever 
their tafte was pratified, or their ears de- 
lighted. This harangue, therefore, had 
all the effect, and perhapsa greater, than 
my enemies expected from it. The jea- 
loufy it excited in the minds of the people 
changed in the fpace of two hours, the 


unbounded affection, with which I had — 


been 
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been diftinguithed during two whole 


years, into the moft envenomed hatred. 


The Athenians fhuddered at the abyfs, to 
the brink of which they had impercep- 
tibly been led by their partial attachment 


-to me.—They were aftonifhed they had 


not fooner perceived the weaknefs of my 
adminiftration, my thirft after arbitrary 
power, my deftructive views, and my 
fecret correfpondence with the enemy; 
and to avoid throwing the blame of this. 
upon themfelves, they rather chofe to at- 
tribute it to-fome magic art, by which I 
had been able to fafcinate their eyes for a 
confiderable time. On account of the 
pernicious defigns I had ,formed againft 
the republic, every man thought himfelf — 
entirely releafed from any gratitude he 
might owe me for fervices done, or fa- 
vours conferred. ‘Thefe were confidered _ 
as fo many baits thrown out to deprive 
my fellow-citizens of their liberty, and 
to fecure their property to myfelf. In 
fhort, the very fame people, who a few 
| months 
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months before admired in me perfections 
. more than human, had now the injuftice 
to deny me the leaft merit: they, who 
would have been ready at the firft fignal’ 
to prefs me in a general aflembly of the- 
people to accept of the.fovereignty, were 
now impatient to fee me atone with my 
blood for defigns I never had. forined: 
againft that liberty, which they them- 
felves gave up at this inftant. At the 
very time that the ufual refpite was al-. 
lowed for my defenfe, my fentence al- 
ready was determined by a majority of 
votes; and the fatisfa€tion with whick 
an innumerable multitude of people at= 
tended me to prifon, would: have beer 
complete, if inftead of carrying-me thi- 
ther, the laws would have allowed thenr 
, to have led me without any farther judi- 
_ cial proceedings, to the place of execu- 
tion. : 

How well foever the défigns ef my 
enemies had fucceeded, they did not yet 
think themfelves fufficiently fecure of my 

ruin. 
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ruin. ‘They dreaded the inconftancy of 
a people, whofe paffions they knew were - 
fo eafily wrought upon. It was’ ftill pof- 
fible, that I might only be banithed fora _ 
few years, and this gave them reafon to 
apprehend a change of fcene, which 
would be equally unfavourable to their 

malicious defigns againft me, and to their 

own fafety. ‘They were therefore obliged 

to {pring a new mine, in order to deprive. 

me of all hopes of ever returning to 

Athens, after I had once been banifhed 

-fromit. For this purpofe, it was necef- 
{ary to prove that I was not a citizen of 

Athens, that my mother was never. re- 

ceived as fuch, and that Stratonicus was 

not my father: that having no heir of his 

own blood to his eftate, he had adopted 

_me from a principle of hatred to-the per- 
fon who was his legal heir, and therefore 

that the laws gave me no title to his 

inheritance. As there are’ not wanting 

people at Athens, who may be bribed to- 

mY: ‘that they have feen- and heard any; 

thing 
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thing you pleafe, and as thofe perfons 
who were beft able to bear teftimony ta 
the truth were dead, it was an eafy matter 
-for my antagonifts to prove this new-in- 
vented calumny, as clearly as they had 
convicted me of offences againft the 
ftate. The perfon who, fupported this 
charge againft me, was a nephew of my 


father’s, who was known only from his. 


debauched manner of living, by which 


he had fquandered away his eftate fome 
yearsago. His incorrigible diffolutenefs 


had at length loft him. the friendfhip of 
Stratonicus, as likewife the efteem of al} 


worthy men. This circumftance affifted 


him in depriving me of an mheritance, 
which he had already diffipated in ima- 
gination, as being the next heir, before 
Stratonicus had declared me to be his fon. 
The {kill of the orator, whofe fervices he 
purchafed for the accomplifhment of his 
villainy, the powerful affiftance lent him 
by my enemies, the fituation he unex- 


pectedly found me in, and efpecially the 


Tear 


al 


ah _— ee ee -* 


AGA THON. 28: 
readinefs of -his fuborned witnefles, to 
{wear to all the falfities. he thought it ne- 
ceffary to invent, all thefe circumftances 
taken together, contributed to the fuc- 
cefs of hisplot. The riches he obtained 
by thefe.means, in the eyes of a wretch 
fo fordid, and fo. utterly void of all fen- 
timent, were of confequence enough to 
induce him to purchafe them by crimes, 
which coft him fo little. 2 

Tuts laft ftroke, which afforded per- 
haps the fulleft proof of the inveteracy of 
my enemies, and their confidence of 
‘gaining their point, left me no hopes of 
being able’ to difappoint their. expecta- 
tions. All my pretended friends, except 
a few, who could only affift me with 
their wifhes, .deferted me, as foon as they 
perceived my. reverfe of fortune: others, 
who were thoroughly convinced of the | 
injuftice that was done me, had not cou- 
rage enough to expofe themfelves to dan- 
ger in an affair that did not immediately 
concern them. The only perfon, whofe 

. | cha- 
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character, authority, and friendfhip might 
perhaps have been of fervice to me, had 
refided for fome time at the court of 
young Dionyyfius at Syracufe. ¥ own that, 
while the firft emotions lafted, I felt the 
whole weight of my misfortune. It is a > 
dreadful difcovery for a well-difpofed and 
unexperienced 'perfon, to find himfelf de- 
ceived in his good opinion of mankind, 
and reduced to the terrible alternative, el- 
ther of living under conftant apprehen- 
fions from the weaknefs of fome and the 
. depravity of others, or to banifh himfelf 
entirely from their fociety. But this pu- 
-fillanimous dejection, which my _firft re- 
flexions occafioned, was not of long cone 
sinuance: the experience I had gained’ 
during my fhort appearance on the great 
theatre of the world, revived the memory. 
of that happinefs I enjoyed ae Delphos ix 
the early part of my life, im a more lively 
manner than I had ever experieneed dut- 
ing the hurry of a public and political 
life, The agitation of my mind, the 
| affliction. 
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affliction with which it was penetrated ; 
the certainty that ina few days no- 
thing would remain of all the favours 
which fortune had fuddenly heaped upon - 
me with fo unfparing a hand, but fuch 
a recollection, as we have of a dream 
that is paft; and the full perfuafion, that 
_ of all thofe things which | had called my 
own, I fhould carry nothing out of 
Athens with me but the confcioufnefs of 
my. integrity: all thefe circumftances 
threw me back into that happy enthufi- 
afm, which enables us to meet all that 
_ the .united force of calumny and human 
malice can infli€t upon us, with compo- 
fure and firmnefs.; The immediate com- 
fort, which imy: principles infufed into 
my heart, the warmth and reanimated 
 ftrength, with which they infpired my 
foul, gave me a frefh proof of their truth. - 
I did not reproach virtue for having drawn: 
upon me the hatred and perfecution of: 
the vicious: I was fenfible, that fhe was. 
her. own reward, .. Adverfity ‘feemed ta 
ftrenothen | 
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ftrengthen my attachment to her, in the 
fame manner as we find-our affection in- 
creafe towards the perfon we love, in pro- 
portion to what we fuffer on her account. 
The reflections, to which thefe fenti- 
ments gave rife, taught me how little va- 
lue all thofe brilliant poffeffions, which I 
was upon the point of reftoring back to 
fortune, were of, when put in competi- 
tion with wifdom; and of what import- 
ance, on the contrary, thofe virtues were, 
which no republican intrigues, no decree 
of the Athenian people, no power upon 
earth could poffibly take from me. I 
compared my fituation in the height of 


my fplendor at Athens, with the pleafing © 


tranquility of the contemplative life in 
which I pafféd my days.of innocence and 
youth, fortunately ignorant of the {plendid 
mifery, and the difficulties attending upon 
envied greatnefs; when I was happy in 
my exiftence, in the internal propefties 


of my mind, my thoughts, and my fen- 


fations, and the inherent and independant 


powers 
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powers of my foul. I fhould have gained 
every thing by this comparifon, if by a 
voluntary refignation of the advantages _ 
which fince that time had fallen to my 

fhare,'I could have recovered a fituation, 
which my imagination painted to me in 
fuch beautiful colours, and in fo divine 
4 light, as to appear fimilar to the fitua- 
tion of heavenly beings. The idea, that 
this happinefs was not confined to the 
groves of Delphos, that I carried it in my 
own breaft, and that thefe fuppofed ad- 
vantages, which even in the height of 
énjoyment, expofed me to fo much anxi- 
ety, and forced me from myfelf into a 
perpetual vortex, had been the only ob- 
ftacles to my true happinefs; this idea 
threw me into tranfports, which, to the 
aftonifhment of the few friends I had 
left, made me infenfible to all the rigours 
of fortune; this indifference at laft arofe 
to fo higha pitch, that I waited with im- 
" patience the day of my condemnation. 

Bur 
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But the fame turn of thinking, which 


made me look upon the lofs of my power | 
and eftate with fo much indifference, 
made me at the fame time’ confider the. 
conduct of the Athenians in a moral. 


light, and filled me with horror and dif- 


euft. I thought my enemies in fome 
meafure excufable,, on. account of the. 


paffions that tranfported them; but the 
people, who derived no advantage from 
my fall, who had fo much reafon to love. 


me, and had actually loyed me fo well, . 
that they merely, through their own mu-. 
tability and folly, and without knowing: 
why, fhould now. become the blind. tools, 


of the paffions and felf-intereftednefs of 
others: the. people, I fay, appeared to 
me in fo contemptible a light, that I 
ceafed to reflect with pleafure on the fer-. 


vices I had done them. My vanity of-- 


fended at their behaviour, reprefented 
thefe Athenians, who were. fo vain of 
their fuperiority over all other-nations in 
the world, as no better than a fet of weak 

= fools, 
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fools, who fuffered themfelves to be im- 


pofed upon, with thé moft palpable ab- 


furdities, by a junto of defigning knaves; 
who, notwithftanding all their delicacy 
of tafte, when the poetry of fome bal- 
lad, or the elegance of fome dancer was. 
to be canvafled, had neither conception 
nor feeling of virtue and real merit ; 
who, notwithftanding they were jealous 


- of. their liberty to an extreme, were ne- 


ver greater flaves than when they defen- 
ded their imaginary. palladium with the 
greateft bravery ; and who, having at all 
times fubmitted themfelves with impli- 
cit confidence to the guidance of ill-de- 
figning flatterers, had only diftrufted’ 
their moft virtuous fellow-citizens, and 
moft faithful friends. They deferve, faid 
I to myfelf, to be impofed upon, but: 
they fhall never enjoy the.triumph of fee-' 
ing Agathon debafe himfelf to them.: 
They fhall find what. a wide difference: 
there is between him. and them: they 


~ fhall find, that by. ftripping him of the: 


tinfel 
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tinfel they had decked him out with, as 


children drefs out for a fhort time their. 


favourite doll, they have only added to 
his dignity: they fhali foon learn, though 
too late, that gathon has lefs occafion 
for them, than they for him. 


You fee, fair Danae, thatI make n 


- fcruple of confeffing even my weaknefles 
to you. The haughty fpirit, which rofe 
im proportion to the attempts of thé Athe- 
nians to reduce me to the loweft fituation, 
proceeded without doubt in a great mea- 
fure from that pride, which I imputed 
to them as acrime ; but it may alfo pro- 
bably be one of thofe {prings, ~with 
which nature has furnifhed noble minds, 
to enable them torepel the fhocks of mif- 
fortune with equal force, and to maintain 
them in their proper form and dignity. 
The Athenians commended my modefty 
and moderation, at a time when they en- 
deavoured, as much as poffible, to make 
me renounce both. This medefty, per- 
haps, arofe from the very fame fource as 
| that 
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rhat;pride, which now offended them fo 
much, and; which. perhaps‘ contributed 
MOTE. to, my- fall, than ‘4 the. effares-of | 
my. enemies: » Fo was) now’: as. confeiqus - 
that I. did-not deferve ‘their itl treatnient — 
of me, ias I -had before been-of-the ex- 
travagance.of their-efteem; my.modefty 
increaf¢d the mord they extolled me, and 
my: ptide-atd confidence gtew greater the 
more they éndeavoured'to humble: me. : 
hy the mean while my friends were in 
private: fo active for: my fervice, : that they 
gave me sea(on to hepe every thing would 
end favourably, af Icould once refalve ta 
adapt my defenfe to the humour and ex- 
pectations of the people. They were 
defirous, that I’ fhould. juftify -my@elf - in 
every; particular as far. as- poftible,iand fi- 
nally fubmait ‘tothe difcretignary judg 
ment of the Athenians; that I. fhould , 
‘ftreat my accufers with all the feverity 
which the laws of felf defenfe, andy retali- 
ation would .wrvant ; -but. that. should 
flatter. the people, and, jnftead of .ofs 
Var. I. Oo fending 


260 -. Ghd Hiftory of 

fending their vanity with. the’ lea{t-‘rei 
proach, endeavour ‘only: té dxeite ’ their 
compaffion “The event would probably 
have fhewti the propriety of this advices 
which was founded ‘upon a knowledge of 
the charatter of a free people.’ It is-cer- 
tain at leaft, thatthe frft: fury of. thefe 


unfteddy mortals had begun td give way - 


to pity, and the didtatey of their. former 
affection. When I mioutited the roftrum, 
from: whence I was to addtefs the pedple, 
1 could perceive in ‘the looks of many of 
them, that they expected: I thould give 
them a fair opportunity of changing their 
fentiments, without offence te their de- 
 mocratical pride. But they were deceived 
in their expectations, ‘The idiain. I fete 
at the fight of this. people, who, a few 
days before, had conducted me:to prifors 
with fo mich exultation, added tothe 


_confcioufnefs of my own worth, wfought - 


upon me too ftrongly ; and the defite of 
doing them fervice, which had been: the 
enly fpring of all my attians and de- 
| : Baan, 
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 figtts, aGuated me no more. F thought 
them ‘not deferving of an apology, which 
I fiiould have confideréd ag 2 reflection 
‘Upon my character and ~ conduct ; but I 
was- determined ‘once more to teH 'therh 
‘the’ truth. When I had oecafion to do 
this before; I had employed all the 
force of my eloquerice, to'convirice therh 
of their own interefts, ‘but now, if a con- 
cern entirely my own,’ y fcorned to avail 
myfelf of an art, in ‘which I wastpefie- 
"rally allowed to: have fome’ fill. 1 “kept : 
firm to my tefolution in this point,’ but 
could not always: preferve that - brevity 
and compofure, which I had prefctibed 
to myfelf : the indignation, which infen- 
fibly arofe within’ ite}. 'betrayéd me into 
prolixity, and fometimes i into: farcafin. *’ 
~My {fpeech contained a détail'cf ‘ny 
whole condué fince my arrival at Athens, 
of the principles I had followed’ during 
my adminiftration, “and of ‘the ideas I 
entettained of the true ‘intereft ‘of the 
Athenians. From hence I took'octafion 
_ O2- to 
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to animadverst. with fome feverity, upon - : 


their opinions and faveprite projects: I 
told them, that my: conduét in the affair 
of the dependent. provinces: was an evi- 
dence, what thofe maxims. were, by 


which I fhould:always be guided inthe ~ 


| adminiftration of the ftate ; but,as thefe 
maxims were far remote from. their mar- 
ner of thinking, they would act a-very 
wife part in banifhing a man from among 
them, who was not: inclined ‘to ‘depart 
_ from his integrity; and-the duties:incum- 
bent on him as a‘ friend to mankjnd. in 
general, in order to. become. ~ Ciths 
zen of Athens. 


THE conclufion - of my Tice: iS. fo 
‘deeply imprinted in. my. memory,; thar I 
will repeat.it, fair Danae,: to give you an 
idea of: the whole. ‘‘ The Gods,?* faid 
I, “© difcovered my. father to me at a time 
‘‘-when-I’ leaft expected it. , The power 
** and affluence: he enjoyed pave. me 
«much tefs. fatisfation;, than ‘the: know- 
** ing ae I owed my mene toa man 
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“¢ of integrity. Through: tis: rneard 
“ Athens: became my native country. ‘I 
** looked upon this tity as the theatre on 
“* which the Gods defigned I. fhould a& 
<< for the benefit of mankind. The in: 
* tereft of Athens alone was’ indeed in 
‘€ my opinion’ too fmall an: objec to be 
* preferted to the general good of hu- 
 manity; .but thefe two. objeéts | ap- 
ss peared to me fo clofely connected, that 
“* in promoting the one, I muft'necefla- 
* rily: be ferviceable to the other. . Thefé 
*€-are the principles on which’I have 
‘*¢ atted in public life; and thefé actions; ° 

— © the felf rewarding confctioufhefs' of 
$ which will ‘accompany me in ‘a’ bettér 
¢ world:to theeternal abodes of vichious 
“. fouls—thefe actions have drawn yout 
_ difpleafure upon me. ‘ The Athenians 
“ afpire to: greatnefs at ;tlie expence of 
“the human race, and will maintain this 
€ character; till .bound in: thofe: fetters 
“ they are forging: for themfelves, and 
“*: which they deferve. when they mean to. 
eae O03 * rule 


94 Te Hiftey of | 
45 mile over flaves, they come: at laft te 
*© confine all theinambitian to the gloris 
“ous pre-cmunence of: being’ the: beft 
“¢ grammiarians, and the moft active 
*¢ ‘buffoons: in‘the world. But Aparhon 
** was not born. to further your advance 
§© ment in thofe paths, which the com- 
** plaifance of. your orators -hath firewed 
‘6. with Gowers. My private life hath 
“« fShewn you, that the principles on 
“* which J wifhed to-condué your publie 
%* affairs, have been the exact rules of 
© say own behaviour. My fortune has 
** been lefs employed for myfelf, than 
** for the fervice of every one of you. 1 
s* have beftowed favours on the tingrates 
# ful, and experience has taught me te 
** refign with indifference that wealth I 
** employed fo ill, when I thought f 
gould net -peffibly have empleyed 
s* better. This, O Athenians! is all i 
# have to fay in my defenfe. Your 
«* numbers give you an abfolute power 
s* over me. Ye are the arbiters of my 
ne . ‘* fortune, 
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4© fortune, and:if yechufe it, alfo of my 
<< life: -If yeowtth for'my death, ye have 
$* enly-to:tell me. what I fhall fay to the 
** wife and good Sucrates, to. whom you 
<“ will fend me; but if ye content your- 


4° elves: with banifhmg me from your 


“© fociety, then fhall I with a parting look 
“on thy once beloved:country, drop one 
“ tear on the grave of your pofterity ; 
#* and, when Iam no longer an Athee 
© nian, I fhall find a better country ia 
“ the world which hes open to me, and 
4‘ in fame corner, where virtue may be: 
‘¢ permitted to retire in obfeurity.” 

: Ir may readily be imagined, fatr Da- 
wé,.thatan apalogy of this kind was not 
dtkely:20 procure me.a favourable fenr 
tence. The animofity it excited in the 
minds. of thofe, who promifed theme 
feives: the faustaéton of seeing me: their 
duppliant,' was viftble in their: counter 
nehees xnotwithflanding, | never renmeem- 
ber amore profound filence among the 
people than when I had done. fpeaking, 
— ae 04 they 
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«hey: probably :were unwallingly. made 


_ fenfible,, that virtue’ commands refpec&t 
everr from her: foes} but:the fuperioriry 
fhe at.this moment gave Agathoz; though 
accufed, deferted, and defpoiled . of all 


the trappings of fortune, over thofe who. 


were ‘the arbiters of. his'fate,: only ferved 
tocingreafe their hatred for‘her. I know 
not how it happened, ‘that my good Ge- 
nius extricated ine from.this. danget ; but 
on cafting up:the wabes; the. judges, icon: 
brary-40 tite expectationsiof my: accuters, 
_ géntented.‘themfelves .with:banifhing mie 
for ever ftom: Greece; decreed-one half of 
| my. eftate, to .the:republic,: and: affigned 
the other :to. my relation: | Chet inddiffers 
ende With whith: ]<receiver) the fentence 
at? this ‘juncture, “when ':all’: my actions 
sere: miftondrued,. was: interpteted into 


an /infolence, «which retdered’ me umwor- _ 
thyio6 theddaft compaiiion.” My sriende 


were? :neverthelefs permitted’to: :gartler 
Tound: me, -to . offer :thei. fervices,; and 
conduct me.out of ‘Arheus. : Though: f 
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was allowed. inote time, I left it that very 


chour with as. much chearfulnefs, as. apri- 
foner quits ‘his dungeon: when ‘unex pect: 


-edly::fet:at-liberty.:: The tears of thefew,. 
-whonr my: difpvace did not frichten away 
from me, and of my faithful domeftics,. 


-was: the only circumftance that-affetted 


‘me, when I took a-final leave: of them’; 
iand their good wifhes were all the: advan-. 
,tagies F received: from their — 


-and grateful attention. 


- 'now found myfelf once more in the: 


. (ene fituation I was in.under the Cyprefs 
.treé m my father’s veftibule, before I 
-knew the. relation I bore to him: The 
important changes, the manifold fcenes 
:of affluence, fame, power, and external 
f{plendor, through which fortune had con- ° 


ducted me in this fhort interval, were 


now vanifhed like a dream; but the real’ 
advantages of underftanding and: virtue, 
which I had derived from thefe events, 


convinced me that L had. not been dream-. 
ing. I found myfelf richer than ever . 
Os in 
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én the iacquifition of much weful end 
agreeable knowledge ; 1a the unfolding 
of my. -abdities ; in the confcioufnels of 
many gaed aghiens, and in a feries of im- 
-pertant difceyenes founded upon experi- 
. ence. -J had acquired an infight into the 
igenius.of republics, the chara&ter of the 
‘people, and the nature and effeéts of f{a- 
veral paffions before unknown to me. 1 


had divefied myfelf of many falfe ideas, 


which men are ufuatly apt to entertam.of 
the world, when :they view it in diftant 
perfpestive, and are not engaged in :the 
bufinefs of it.: ‘Lhad, for inftance, been 
told at Delphos, that the whole conftitu- 
tion of a republican government was 
founded in virtue ;. the Athenians, on 
the contrary, had taught me,. that. not 
the leaft regard was paid to virtte in re- 
publics, except in thofe circumftances 
when fhe becomes neceflary ; and ther, 
fhe 1s equally cherifhed by every tyrant, 
and (often better rewarded, - Above all, 


my refidence at Athens had but ill .con- | 


firmed 
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firmed the fublime theory I had adopted 
—@f the excellence and dignity of human 
wature; yet I was.mot at all difpofed on 
shat.account teicecede foom: my: opinion. 
_ Banributed -enery: contraty appearance, 
4; the..cpotagions imfluence of all large 
Societi¢s, thie imperfection of the laws, 
-4actto thofe private interefts, ‘which analt 
aviljeei : ftates,; by am. -iimaccountable 
méplec? of their legiflators, are ever at 
‘vatience with the public good. In fhort, 
-l did, not entertain a worle opinion of 
_Shankind, becaufe the behaviour of the 
Ashesians ftowands.me had beea unjuft, 
ered, and ungtateful ; bur I conceived | 
‘@ Rrongdiflike to.all communities, but 
fucks were foufhded on uniform princi-~ 
‘ples, tending. to. the promotion of vir- 
te, and the attainment of mora} per- 
fection. I- concluded, that the lofs of 
amy pofleffions, and my exile from Athens, 
-were:qwen to the kind imterpofition of 
dome Deity,. who was ‘interefted in my 
— and who iftended by this me- 

: Q 6 thod 
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.thod toledd me to’my. true deftination. 
It is probable, that: had: I- ufed proper 
means, ; ahd availed myfelf: of: the power 
.either of : my. foreign friends; ‘or of the 
: fopport ; which : the.enemies dof the :Athe- 


se 


mans. had fecretly offered;.me’ftom the 


.very beginning of my trial, I might have 
sbéen ::in a fituation to: preyent: their-en- 


oying; the :fruits of: theit. mnalice, and 


-have returned to Athens intriumph. But 
fuch. projects-and. expedients. were only fit 
for thofe ambitious characters, who pro- 
-pofé no other end.in governing: than.the 
gratification of. their paffjons:: for my 
own. part I could not think of compel- 
Jing the Athenians to.receive benefits from 


me ;./ .thought,, that by making an ‘ex- _ 


periment, which .had:-mijfcarried only 
through thein fault,: I had difcharged:the 
-duty I owed to. civil fociety ;.and I now 
thought myfelf perfe@tly juftified in em- 
ploying to the advantages of:my ‘own hap- 
pinefg, that natural liberty to: which my 
pon reftared. me.’ Taccordingly 

: refolved 
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refolvedito exécute a defign, Thad formed 
while. I was at Delphos,- of exploring the 
(foureds ‘of eater oti anid -vifit - 
‘hig “the: Mapi' and Gymriofophifis of ‘-In- 
-dias; jn- whole faered’ retirements I héped 
‘to find-wifdom and: virtue, the real divi- 
“nities of my foul,°which were in my opi- 
-nion.obby-airy Poe — thé refit 
“Of mankindi iis cindy ge gaat 
~: Bur: ‘before: I reldte: the ‘accidents 
‘which. ‘prevented the éxecution of this 
‘plan, and -by- what event I was -brouglit 
itd Smyraa to be fold as wflave, ‘I‘muft re- 


- \tarnto my’ young female friend, Whom I 


-have alrhott entirely loft cal of fince fee 
arrival’ at: Athens. oe ea 4 
ep eee cae ee - a : ee 
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ale finifhes his Narrative. ad mt 
NHE- change ‘I experienced; When 
ooJB from the gtoves’of Delphos Teame 
= the ftage of a” bufy -world, ithe 
buftle 
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buftle of a populous city, amidft the 
reftlefs apitations of a ftate, An¢tuating 
between democracy and ariGoczacy, -iato 
the moral chaos of civil: {ociety,| whege 
‘oppofize paffions and isterefts ave perps- 
tually cladaing with, each other; -vhere in 
the fizange -mixturé-of prepofterous de- 
formities, these .48 -mothjng fxdd.or.cer- 
tain; nothing which either js, what i ap- 
_ dpears ta, be, ar prefbrwes the forth it has.— 
;This change,, I fay, was, fo great,, that 1 
Cannot ¢%plain the-effects of jt any othéx- 
wife, than by comparing it. with shat 
atonifhment, which: aceording .to: my 
--fsiegd Plato, our foul alienited:from ‘it- 
felf experiences for a confiderable time, 
when fuddenly precipitated. from that 
Ocean of pure original light, which’ fills 
the celeftial regions, intorthe -groffer me- 
dium of earthly matter. The multitude _ 
of new objects, which prefented* them- 
felves on all fides, effaced the remmempbreanee 
of thofe Thad heen familiar with for a 
Jong courfe-of rae a aad at daft; ] could 
f ; hardly 
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hardly perfuade myfelf that I was the* 
fame pexfon who had fhewn and explain- 
ed to flrangers the curiofities in the tem- 
Ple of, Delphos. Fox fome time even the 
idea of my beloved. Phche Was as it were 
Joft in the claud that enveloped my mind; 
‘but this lafted only till I became .aceuf- 
tomed to the new element. in whichol 
lived, Js was then J the more regretted - 
the lofs of her, the greater was the void, 
-Whigh, the-occupations,, andeven. the a 
-mufements of my new.’ manner of fife, 
fieftin my foul. Public fpectacles;; feti- 
Wala, Wanciigs and concerts, could’ pat 


‘fupply-the place:of thofe happy evenings 


iwe had paffed-sogether in the tranfpoxts 
of an inchgnting enthufiafn ; but how 
igreat foever were my longings for the¢ 


_ padt delights, yet the idea of thé,-yn- 
‘happy fituation, to which fhe’ might pra- 


balily be expofed by the vindidtive jes- 


_bouly of: the Pythonefs, was. infinitely 


mése tormenting to, me. - It feered al- 
moft an ne: to: find out where 
fhe 
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“fhe was: the Prieftefs might have fold 
her for aflave at.fo great a diftance from 


Delphos, as to deprive us of all hopes of | 


meeting dgain ; or perhaps, might have 
‘expofed ‘her on fome diftant barbarous 
coaft, and abandoned her to fate: butas. 
jove thinks nothing is impoffible, fo I 
MHL retained’ hopes of recovering my 
" \Phyche. \-charged all my friends, all the 
Atrangers,’who came to Athens, merchants, 
travellers, and {ea-faring people, ‘to make 
inquiries after her, wherever they went ¢ 
arid. the better to'infure their fuccefs, I 
had a great number of. copies taken of 
_ her portrait, which I myfelf; or rather 
Jove that guided my hand, had defigned 
‘while we were at Delphos, in the moft 
‘exat refemblance of: the original. I 
diftributed thefe copies among: all thofe 
‘people, whom I encouraged by promifes. 
-of great rewards to take pains to find her 
out.. I muft awn too, that the defire: of 
‘recovering my Pfyche, wasthe principal 
motive which firft, ‘at leaft, induced me 


to. 


Ct 
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‘to bike a? fare in vke affairs of thé ra 


publics sfor after: -alt othet irfeans Had 


‘failéd, tijeré ifeeined to‘ be! no expetiient 
‘left; but to make thy nante fo celebrated, 
that, wherever fhe. was,’ it maft unavdid- 
‘ably reavh leer ears. . ‘This expedient was 
lin faéb rather extravaganys:for though-I 
‘fhould have":performed for twenty years 
‘together ‘greater exploits than Hercules 
‘or Thefeus ever’ did,. yet the Hyreani- 
ans; thd Maffagetes; the Hibernians,” ot 
the Leftripones,”itito; whofe ‘handy! fhe 
might poffibly have fallen; mighb have 
deem as utrér ftrangets to my’ name,’as 
the inhabitants of ithe moon. ' The tute - 
dary Geninsof? our niutual: affetions:-had 
foitumately «provided -a ‘nearet. way “of 
bringing us together ; but this indeed. 
was only to give us an Opportunity of tak- 
Ingan etetnal faréwell of each others: 
» Hae & Apathon ptodeeded! toi retateto 
the fair Danae all the advehtures'that Nad 
befallen ‘hiny from the ‘tame: of ‘his' de 
parture fro Athens, till the: comtirtiences 
Vo «3 ment 
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ment, of. thes -acquniatange s and af 
which, we gave out readers aniaccotintin 
the two frit bopks of his:hifory, . After 
haying diverted himfelf a Jintle at the ex- 
pence of the wife Hippids, he revealed to 
duis fair friend, tp whom thisiwas.not the 
jeait entertaining part of the narrative, all 
the emotions of his heart from the. firt 
inftant he faw her: He declared with the 
fame-fincerity he thought he felt it, that’ 
fhe, alane was formed to realife his. cone 
septions of ideal perfection, and a celel- 
tial degtee of felicity; thar if without 
aeferting his former-way of thinking, he 
had fince the beginning: ef. their-mutuad 
affection laid afide what> vias. chinicrical, 
‘pad extrayagent in it, it was owento his 
having found in her everything, of which 
he had hitherto, with the higheft'enthu- 
fialm of fahcy, been able ito.form onky 
eblewreand imperfect ideess. And becaufe 
iiwas.datural thar the imagination, which 
isthe feat of euthufiatm, theuld ceafe to 
ag}, 99:foen asthe: powers of the foul were 
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entirely taken ,up-in-contemplation, and 
enjoyment. In a. werd, , Agathon, pert 
haps, :had never.bren fo enthufiaftic as as 
prefent, when, .in the height of his.amso} 
rous folly, he ‘imagined that all he faid to 
_ the credulous Danae was, to his concepr 
tions and feelings, as certain and. unme+ 
_ ate, as that-he beheld. her beauteous 
eyes fixed upon him with all the fpirit of 
Jove, and filled with all its intoxicating 
pleafures : or that he could perceive the 
palpitations of her heart upon her quit 
yering lips. Ee concluded with telling 
her, that-he believed the might colleé& 
from his whole hiftory how. wretched he 
fhould be, if after having been deceived 
fo often by mankiad, by fortune, and 
‘by his own imagination, he should ever 
be deceived in the hopes of being belo» 
veil with that conftancy and ardour which 
was ‘neceflary to his happiness. He 
owned with a fiscerity, which:none but: 
-Dagae could, perhaps, bave fupported, 
that che lively renollection of the fumes 
e. of 
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bf his. firft love; together ‘with the im- 


preffion made upon -hith by all'the acci- 
dents, changes,’ arid’: fingular ‘evehts, he 


had already met'-with at twenty five. 


years of age, had led him into a feries of 
melancholy reflections, which had- fearce- 
Jy-allowed hitn to confider his prefent kap- 
pinefs'asireal, and’not as a-new illufion 
of his imagination. “ It is, owen,” faid 
he, ‘tothe very excefs of my happinefs, 
$€ that I fear. deft: I ithould ever awake 
8 from: fuch an: inchanting dream.——— 


_ £©Canft thou feproach me, adorable Da- 


§*-nae ? O:thou, who by the charms of. 
© thy mind, independent of thy love- 
** infpiving form,: or of thar beauty, the 
k: fight of which might captivate the im- 
© mottals ; thow, who by the. beauty of 
thy foul alone, and the magic allure- 
“ments of ' an’ -underftanding iwhich 
‘© unites. all:talents, :All' qualities, ‘all gra- 
**.cés ‘in itfelf, mightet draw: down my 


_ © foul-from heaven jtfelf towardsthee.— 
*¢ Canft thou. blame.me, that I fhudder 
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‘‘.at the-bare thought of fofihg thy -af- 


“ -feCtions; as:at the total annihilation ‘of 
S* my exiftence ?—Give me, O- give me 
«¢ the affurance that this fhall never: hap- 
‘‘ pen; let me-ever read in thine eyes, 
S¢ hear from thy lips, and feel’ imthiné 


‘¢-arms, that this is impofitble 5. ahdoif 


S¢ this - divine..inchantment. mirsft .ome 
- time ‘ceafe, exert in the :laft- moment 
*© the united force of all thy charms, and 
‘“¢ let me — at thy feet be love 
“$ and extafy.” 500 Cache fo Loar ae 
: Worps ae convey the leaft: idex of 
.the:anfwer made by Danae to the. over 
flowings of fuch an ardent affeétion ; 
fram what we.havé already faid of ‘her 
fentimentsfor durhero, thecoldeft of:our 
readers can:as eafily form an idea of this, 
as we can relate it; or, if he pleafes, -he 
may form no ideaof it at all. Asto the reft 
there is no occafion to inform him, that 
fhe thanked him very politely for the re- 
cital of, his hiftory, that fhe was particu- 
larly delighted to find in the perfon of the 
flave 
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flave, whohaddtiven Alcibiades, dnd eventhe 
‘amiable Cyras himfelf from: her heart, the 
celebrated Agathon, whoni fame had repor- 
ted’ to be the wonder of his time, and 
that, fhe fart many handfome things to 
him on this’ fubje& :—all this is under- 
ftood .of ‘nfelf. This, and every thing 
elie, which any: perfon who had. not been 
a Danese would: have faid in fuch a fituz 
tion, we fhall pafs over, together with afl 
the elegant remarks ‘and fprightty ftrokes 
of wit, with which fhe interrupted fome 
parts of his narrative. We hall therefore 
proceed’ to other. circumftances that 
 pafied in Denae’s mind, which the gene- 
rality of our fair readers we apprehend, or 
rather hope, will not be able to gues at; 
aad. whi are of confequence enough te 
séferve a fepdrate chapter... 


* 
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A remarkable Siep towards & ing. our’ 
| _ Hers’ 5 Inchant met. 
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“FEE wnreferved frratiriet, ‘th which. 

: . _Agathont had given’ hid fair- friend 
the Hiftory 6f! his While life, “Hierbigerio 
oufnefs, with Which hé had laid! open the 
frioft fckret fprings ‘of his heart, ‘and the 
perfect knowledge {he by thefe means acd 
quited of the character of: a lover the was. 
_ SdefiFousoPpreferving! made‘het ‘readily 
percérve, > that fie’ had: ‘perhaps moré tea> 
fon td-diftruf’ ithe: “conftancy of Agiathen’s 
love, that: He had" to doubt the continu. 
dtiée of het’s. + However flattering it it! migHe 
be to her Vanity to Be Beloved by an Aga~’ 
tho#, fhe would father have withed for Her‘ 
| enn repefe, that he'had’ not ‘made fo dif? 
tinguiflted-a’ figure if the world: She‘ap- 
‘ prehentded, ‘rot: without tehfons thdé'de! 
would be“diMicuit alivay$'t6 ‘decal in the? 
flowety' chains of love and ik'voluptuous 

a in- 
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indolence, a young hero, who i his un- 
common taleAts and iets fetmed def- 
tined for the moft important _ Offices of 
public life : But the hature of his” educa> 
tion, which had given his fancy fo par- 
ticular a:turn ; his : ruling. iaclination for 
the eafe :;md. independence. of. a fpecula- 
tive. life, which feemed to have. acquired 
additional ftrength from, the adverfe for- 
tune he had already experienced at {0 
early an age ; his, love of pleafure, which, 

joined to. the extraordinary {enfibility of 


his ‘heart, :made. his thirft of glory and _ 


bis ambition only ‘fabordinate ‘pafions.— 
All thefe circumftances. appeared very fa- 
vourable to, her defign of ftealing him 
away from, the. world, and: keeping- him, 
tq herfelf ; ; but: even, this eathufiaftic 
fancy, this: fam¢ .vivacity of fentiment,: 
confidered in.another light, feemed, to. 
indicate a: certain natural .inconftancy, 
from, which the pad-every. thing to fear. 
Could: the, : ‘eyen with . all the. vallity,, 


which.the confcioufnefs of her gwn-merit;. 


and. 
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and the general admiration infpired, could 
fhe poffibly perfuade herfelf that fhe was 
really indued with that ideal perfection, 
in. which fhe appeared to the fafcinated 
eyes of her inchanted lover ? And as the 
proper object of his love was rather this 
chimerical perfection than herfelf, on 
how precarious a foundation did that 
hope reft, which could induce her to - 
{uppofe that the inchantment would con- 
tinue for ever ? 

Tuis laft reflection made her tremble ;— 
_ for fhe became every day more fenfible 
how impoflible it was for her to be happy 
without Agathon. But (fuch are the il- | 
 lufions of the human heart) for the fame 
reafon, that the lofs of her lover’ would © 
have made her wretched, all the ideas 
which flattered her with the hopes of the 
conftait poffeffion ‘of him, acquired ad- 
ditional force in perfuading a heart which 
fought only to be deceived. She ima- 
-gined therefore, that a prokceny to what 
Vol. II. Pp _may 
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may be called the wolupruoufnefs of the 
foul, was the diftinguifhing mark of our 
_ Hero's difpofition. His philofophy itfelf 
feemed to confirm this opinion, and not- 
withftanding all its fuperiority over the 
erofs materialifm of moft men, yet ‘in 


reality it feemed to concur with the prin- | 


ciples of Arifippus, which had formerly 
been herown. The only difference be- 
tween them appeared to be, that <Ari/fip- 
pus, who confidered pleafure as the chief 
end of wifdom, mide it confift princi- 
pally in the agreeable emotions of the 
fenics, in the gratifications of a refined 
tafte, and the amuiement of a focial life, 
free from all turbulent paffions—Agation, 
on the contrary, thought that this more 
refined voluptuoufnefs, of which he had 
formed fo charming a picture in the reti- 


red groves of Delphos, confifted rather in - 


the pleafures of the imagination and of 
the heart. This philofophy (according 
to the ingenious remark of our fair one) 

made 


_— 
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er Agathon gain more than “he loft 
with refpect to fenfual delights; the moft 
powerful allurements of which are owen 
to the embellifhments of a lively imagi- 
nation, and to the tender emotions and 
effufions of a heart full of fenfibility. 
Having fettled this point, fhe concluded 
there was nothing to fear from that in- 
conftancy, which fhe rightly confidered 
as the effect of too active and foaring an 
Imagination ; provided fhe could but con- 
tinue to gratify his underftanding, and 


OD? 
his affections at the fame time, by fuch a 


conftant fucceflion and variety of plea-— 


fures, that he could not grow weary of 
fo delightful a ftate, though it fhould 
even laft much longer, than the time al- 
lotted by nature forthe duration of hu- 
man life. She had the-greater reafon to 
be fatisfied with this plan, as fhe knew 


from experience, that the imagination 


becomes lefs active, in proportion as the - 


heart is more conftantly engaged i in the 
Pea. enjoy- 
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enjoyment of real pleafure, and the more 
care is taken to prevent it from defiring 
any gratifications beyond the prefent. 
Ir is not now the time to give our 
opinion upon thefe maxims of the fair 
Danae. Confidered in a fingle point of 
view, they might be well founded ; but 
we are very much afraid, that in employ- 
ing the means by which fhe hoped to at- 
tain her end, fhe will find herfelf de- 
ceived by her paffion. To fay the truth, 
fhe loved with too much warmth and 
fincerity to be capable of making any very 
juft reflections; her heart gradually and 
imperceptibly betrayed her beyond the 
bounds of that moderation, which had 
"been of fo much ufe to her at firft. Her 
conduct too may poffibly in part be attri- 
buted to a fecret jealoufy of the amiable 
_ Pfyche ; though according to all probabi- 
-lity, fhe had little reafon to fear that 
Pfyche would ever appear again in perfon 
to claim the heart of her lover. This 
| " jealoufy 
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jealoufy however made her defirous -of 
effacing even the remembrance of the 


_ tranfports of his firft love, which had 


perhaps appeared to her yet too lively. It 
is however certain; that animated with 


_ the ftrongeft defire of overwhelming as it 


were our Hero with felicity, fhe difplayed 
every mark of unbounded affection for 
him, and endeavoured to make ‘him 
tafte fuch exquifite delight, as might 
leave nothing for his heart to wifh, or his 
imagination to conceive: but the method 
fhe purfued, by an almoft neceffary con- 
fequence, defeated her defign. The ex- | 
cellent Letter of that moft amiable of all 
modern moralifts, Saint Evremond, in the 
Letters from Ninon 1’Enclos to the Mar- 
quis of Sevigné, faves us the trouble of. 
explaining to the inexperienced part of 
our fair readers, how it happens that love 
may be deftroyed by being too mugh 
cherifhed ; and that an imprudent excefs 
of tendernefs is the moft ready and infal- 
PP 3 | lible 
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lible way to make a faithlefs lover We 
refer them to the inftruction contained in 


the letter above quoted, written by aman 


perfectly well acquainted with the human 
heart, and fhall content ourfelves with 
telling them what happened in the pre- 
fent cafe, 

Danaz, with more tendernefs hae 
forefizht, purfued the plan fhe had for- 
med, and indulged Agathon in every de- 
lignt and tranfport of love, even in a 
higher degree than the glowing imagina- 
tion of Marini was capable of reprefent- 
ing, where he defcribes the enjoyments of 
his Adouis in the arms of the Goddefs of 
Love. In the fpace of a few weeks, Aga- 
thea fank infenfbly into a certain laffitude 
of mind, of which we cannot give a bet- 
ter idea than by faying, that it was en- 
tirely the reverfe of his ufual enthuSafm. 
Let it not be imagined however, that 


_ this languor was to be attributed to the 


fame fhameful caufe which obliged the 
defpica- 
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defpicable Hero of Petronius to have re- 
courfe to the magic and ftimulating arts. 
of old Enothea. The knowledge we 
have of our Hero, exempts him from 
any fufpicion of this nature. It is much 
more probable, that the true caufe of this 
change was in his difpofition of foul, and 
that it arofe from h‘s being fatiated with 
pleafure, which muft unavoidably bring 
on a kind of ftupefaction, With all re- 
{pect for thofe philofophers, who have 
faid fo many fine things of the unboun- 
ded faculties and infatiable defires of the 
human foul, we think that it is incapable 
of pleafure beyond a certain degree, and 
can no more fupport a continual ftate of 
rapture, than a long duration of extreme 
pain. Both of them at length relax the 
powers of the foul, and throw her into a 
kind of languor, which deprives her of 
all {enfation. But whatever was the 
-caufe of an event fo prejudicial to Dasiae’s 
defigns, itis certain, that its effects were 
| P4 | in 
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ina fhort time fo very great, that even 
‘Agathon hardly knew himfelf, and could 
not conceive how fuch an extraordinary 
change could have happened. A magic 
cloud feemed to drop from before his 
aftonifhed eyes, all. nature appeared to 
have affumed a new form, and loft that 
inchanting colouring, which the :pirit of 
_ love had fupplied. Thofe gardens, which 
a few days fince had been the favourite - 
refort of all joys and of the Deities of 
love, thofe Elyfian groves, thofe ferpen- 
tiné hedges of rofes, in which voluptu- 
oufnefs would fo willingly have conceal- 
ed herfelf, in orfer to have the pleafure 
of being: difcovered,—-were now viewed 
with as much indifference, as apy other 
grove or fhade. The air he breathed 
was no longer that delicious breeze of 
love, which feemed perpetually to in- . 
creafe the flame in his breaft. Danae was 
already funk from her imaginary. perfec- 
tian to the-common merit of every other 
| beauty ; | 
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beauty; and for his own part, he who - 
lately thought himfelf equalin happinefs 
to the Gods, began to entertain very fe- 
rious doubts, whether with that effemi- 
nate form, under which love had difgui- 
fed him, he even deferved the name of a 
Man. It cannot be doubted, that in 
-fuch a fituation the remembrance of what 
he formerly was, the remarkable dream 
which had occurred to him, and which 
the longer he reflected on it, the more he 
believed it to proceed from fome benevo- 
lent fpirit, or perhaps, from the depar- 
ted manes of his beloved P/yche her- 
- felf,—the voice of that virtue he had once 
adored, and to which he had facrificed 
every thing,—and the felf reproach he | 
had for fome time begun to feel on the 
view of a life inglorioufly wafted in vo- 
luptuous indolence,—all thefe united their 
efforts to make a frefh attack upon a 
heart, whofe beft propenfities were all in 
their favour. They had. almoft regained 

Ps their 
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their influence over him, when he begar 
to fee clearly what the reflexions he was. 
indulging muft inevitably iead him tos. 
He fhuddered, when he perceived that no 
other way was left him te recover his. 
former character, than to fly from this. 
too alluring forcerefs. ‘To tear himfelf 
from his Daae!—to tear himfelf from her 
for ever!—This. idea deprived him. at 
once of allthat ftrength of mind, which 
he had begun to. exert, and: awakened 
‘every remembrance, every feeling of his 
dormant paffion:. To leave Danae,—the 
who fo paffionately loved him,—fhe who. — 
had made him fo- happy,—in return for ~ 
all her tendernefs, for all fhe had done 
for him,. and that in fo kind, in fo noble 
a manner,—to abandon her to all the tor- 
ments of a paffion. repaid with ingrati- 
tude !—No,—his heart was incapable of 
fo bafe, fo unworthy an. action, as. this. 
appeared to him. Virtue herfelf, to 
whom. he.was ready to facrifice every gra- 
tification. 
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tification of his own, could not approve 
of fo cruel and ungrateful a proceeding. 
We fubmic to the decifion of fome fri- 
gid moralifts, whether virtue could poffi- 
bly do this or not; but our Hero was fo © 
firmly convinced of the negative, that, 
inftead of cafting about for arguments to 
confute the fophifms of love, he applied 
himfelf ferioufly to find out fome method 

of making the interefts of his virtue and 
his love agree with each other; for he 
imagined they were by no means incom- — 
patible. 

It may eafily be concluded, that the 
fair Danae difcerned the change that was 
produced in our Hero, on it’s firft ap- 
pearance. But fhe was far fron imagin- 
ing, that his heart had any fhare in it; 
fhe. was deceived in endeavouring to ac- 
countf or it’s real caufe, and thought that 
change of place, and a fhort abfence, 
would probably revive the lively fentt- 
ments. he ee to have loft. If fhe 

returned, 


324 The Hiftory of 


returned tothe city where their interviews 


would be lefs frequent, where the necef- 
fity they would-be under of concealing 
their paffion, would give it the feducing- 
appearance of a fecret correfpondence ; 
diffipation, company and diverfions, fhe 
concludéd would foon bring him back 
to her arms with as much warmth as. 
ever. She accordingly prevailed with 
him to accompany her to Smyrua, though 


the fummer was not yet over. In this. 


fituation fhe contrived without any ap- 
pearance of defign, a variety of expedi- 
ents te prevent their too frequent inter- 
courfe, and when they happened to be 
alone, fhe flew to his embraces with the 
fame tendernefs as ever; but fhe took 
care at the fame time to abftain from 
every thing that might intoxicate him 
with an excefs of pleafure, into which 
fhe could at any time throw him with a 
fingle glance. All this was managed 
with fo much dexterity, that he was not 

. , aware 


ee 


AGATHON. 325 


‘aware of any particular view in it. In 
Thort fhe had the talent of changing fo 
imperceptibly the moft violent love into 
the tendereft friendfhip, that Agathon, 
who had no fufpicion either of artifice or 
defign in her conduct, fell without ‘mif- 
truft into the {nare, and foon became as 
tender and as preffing, as if he had been 
but juft beginning to attempt the con- 
queft of her heart. It was not indeed in 
Danae’s power to revive in him that en- 
thufiafm with all its rapturous confe- 
quences, which, when once loft, feldom — 
returns. But the impreffion her allure- 
ments made upon his fenfes was fo lively, 
‘and the fentiments of gratitude and 
friendfhip wrought fo powerfully upon 
_ his heart, that they produced nearly the 
- fame appearances; and as it is ufual to 
afcribe fimilar effects to fimilar caufes, it 
is eafy to. imagine, that for a time both 
parties might deceive themfelves in this 
particular, without being apprized of it. . 

Ir 
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Ir is very’ probahle, chat this artful 
moderation, with which the_ beautiful 
Danae endeavoured to counteract her for- 
mer imprudence, might have entircly 
fubdued our Hero ; and that in this - 
doubtful conflict between his virtue and 
his paflion, in which each alternately got 
the better of the other, his virtue might 
at length have had the complaifance to 
make fome inglorious conceffions to her 
adverfary, in order to fecure the happi- 
nefs of the fair Danae. But, the moft 
unfortunate accident that could pofhbly 
have happened to her, with fo fingular a 
man as Agathon, deprived her at once of 
his efteem, and of all that could pre- 
ferve to her the poffeffion of his heart. 
A perfon, whom we have tenderly loved, 
ftill keeps up a confiderable intereft in our 
heart, even after the firft tranfports of 
paffion are over, provided fhe has not 
forfeited our efteem. Agathon was too 
generous to punifh the fair Danae, by 
with- 
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withdrawing from her any fhare of his — 
efteem, on account of her frailty in his 
favour: thouch that frailty was the only 
circumftance likely to diminifh an efteem 
which fhe fo eminently deferved, by the 
many fuperior qualities of her under- 
ftanding and her heart. But as foon as 
he began to think himfclf deceived in 
the opinion he entertained of her cha- 
racter and moral exccllencies, he found 
himielf under an immediate neceffiry of 
defpifing ker: Daage from that moment 
was no longer his Dazae, and by a natu- 
ral confequence, he as inftantancouily 
reaffumed the character of Aguthon. 


END orf VOL, II. 
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